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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Gene L. Curler
•Lyle L. Fell
•James A. Haeni
•Mary L. Hathorn
•Patricia Marie Henry

•Harold L. Lemke
•Leo Edward Noel
•Mary P. Runaas
•Karen E. Sova
•James E. Thibeau

TODAY’S WEATHER
High -12 | Low -30  

Clouds and sun; 
breezy; colder
More on 7A

Harley hurting
In its final quarterly earnings report for 

2018, the Milwaukee-based motorcycle 

manufacturer reported making just 

a fraction of what it made in the final 

quarter of 2017. Page 2A

Back to winning
The Milwaukee Bucks 

remain undefeated 

after a loss this season 

by beating the Detroit 

Pistons on Tuesday 

night. Page 1B

It’s beginning to feel a lot like 

Fairbanks

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Republicans would be open to 

raising the gas tax to pay for roads 
if other taxes are cut by an equal 

amount, a GOP co-chair of the 

Legislature’s budget committee 

said Tuesday.

The signal for a potential com-

promise on road funding from 

Republican Rep. John Nygren 

comes before Democratic Gov. 

Tony Evers has even submitted 

his two-year budget proposal to 

the Legislature. Evers has said he 

is open to raising gas taxes to pay 

for roads but has not put forward 

a specific proposal.

Transportation funding is ex-

pected to be one of the biggest 

budget fights, just as it was under 

former Gov. Scott Walker. His re-

fusal to consider gas tax increases 

without corresponding cuts else-

where delayed passage of the last 

state budget for three months. 

The budget ultimately approved 

relied on more borrowing to pay 

for roads with no increase to the 

gas tax or other fees.

But Nygren, speaking to re-

porters after a WisPolitics.com 

luncheon, said if Evers were will-

ing to abide by Walker’s terms to 

offset any gas tax increase with an 

equal tax cut, they might be able 

to reach a deal.

“It could be an offset to meet 

that previous pledge that Gov. 

Walker had made, then the 

Republicans, I believe, would be 

supportive,” Nygren said.

Nygren later tried to walk back 

his comments, saying Assembly 

Offset could boost support for rise in gas tax
GOP lawmaker on budget committee says  

road funding compromise with Evers possible

115 105

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Residents from the area surrounding 

a potential multifamily residential de-

velopment showed no clear opposition 

to the project during a neighborhood 

meeting Tuesday.

About 30 people braved bone-chill-

ing weather to attend the meeting at 

Sneakers Sports Bar and Grill, where the 

guest list was limited to residents near 

the vacant baseball fields on Woodman 

Road just west of the intersection 

of Mount Zion and Milton avenues. 

Those in atten-

dance displayed 

no  obv ious 

NIMBYism that 

can sometimes 

plague such pro-

posals.

The plan, 

still in its pre-

liminary stage, 

would transform 

the vacant ball 

diamonds into 

six buildings 

and 119 units of 

two-story town-

homes on 9.9 

acres. It’s a rel-

atively low-den-

sity project and 

would fit the 

neighborhood 

of single-family 

homes, said Scott Kwiecinski of Horizon 

Development Group.

He estimated it would cost about  

$17 million. He plans on submitting a tax 

increment financing request to the city.

The market-rate apartments would 

have one-, two- and three-bedroom 

units ranging from about $850 to more 

than $1,200 in monthly rent. It would 

include ample parking through surface 

spots and multiple garages, he said.

Tenants would have to pass a variety 

of background checks and minimum 
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Neighbors  
of open fields 

keep minds 
open, too

Former baseball diamonds 
could become apartments

Turn to OPEN on Page 7A

The plan, still in its 

preliminary stage, 

would transform the 

vacant ball diamonds 

into six buildings and 

119 units of two-story 

townhomes on 9.9 

acres. It’s a relatively 

low-density project 

and would fit the 

neighborhood of 

single-family homes, 

a representative of 

the developer said.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

In Janesville, schools closed their doors 

after winter roared into town with a blan-

ket of snow and below-zero wind chills.

In Fairbanks, Alaska, the temperature 

that keeps kids inside for recess is 20 de-

grees below zero.

School is never called off because of 

cold.

As southern Wisconsin prepares for 

a period of record-breaking cold, The 

Gazette contacted the cold weather ex-

perts—namely, anyone who has lived 

through a Fairbanks winter—for advice 

and encouragement. Fairbanks is 196 driv-

ing miles from the Arctic Circle, so these 

people know cold.

We started with the North Pole Public 

Library, which, alas, is not actually at the 

North Pole but in a community southeast 

of Fairbanks.

Here’s the first thing you need to know: 

The library has installed head-bolt heaters 

in its parking lot so patrons can plug in 

their cars before perusing the shelves.

We did not make that up.

North Pole librarian Pam Weaver kind-

ly offered to survey her co-workers. She 

called us back with a few tips.

 � If you don’t have a heated garage or 

the ability to plug in your car, you might 

want to start your car every few hours. 

The oil, transmission fluid and other stuff 

that makes your car go gets gunky in this 

weather.

 � Put a blanket over your car hood. 

Many people swear by this technique, 

she said.

Before the advent of plug-ins, some 

old-timers used to heat up coal in a skil-

let and place it under their cars’ oil pans. 

Weaver does not recommend this.

“There’s also something with a weed 

burner, but let’s not even go there,” she 

said.

No, let’s not. A weed burner, by the way, 

is a small, propane-fueled device used for 

controlled burns.

 � Dogs should be outfitted with booties 

Amid this week’s uncommon cold, The Gazette 
asked residents of this Alaskan city how to cope
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Photos by Angela Major (above) and Anthony Wahl (below)/photo@gazettextra.com
Above: Mail carrier Crystal Thiele sorts through mail as she walks from house to house Tuesday afternoon on Vista Avenue in Janesville. 
She says there’s no trick to delivering mail in extreme temperatures, but she wears a heated head wrap and a heated pair of socks. The U.S. 
Postal Service announced late Tuesday that mail would not be delivered today in ZIP codes starting with 535 and 531, among many others.  
Below: A frigid wind blows snow across an empty cornfield along South Kessler Road west of Janesville at sunset Tuesday. A gallery of 
photos from the last week of wintry weather can be found online at gazettextra.com/galleries.

RELATED
• It’s not only here: Officials across the upper 

Midwest are rushing to implement emergency plans as 
temperatures fall./6B
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