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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Sean P. Dunphy
•Phyllis M. Rice
•Wayne L. Steele

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 88 | Low 71  
Sun and clouds; 

very warm, humid
More on 7A

Independence Day 

activities listed
Area Fourth of July events 

begin today with Freedom 

Fest held at Janesville’s 

New Life Assembly of God. 

Page 6A

Man’s belongings 

removed by police
A man who has been  

camping on property 

near Monterey Bridge has 

had most of personal items 

removed, police say. Page 3A

Rain slows play 

in golf championship
Heavy rains delayed play until Friday 

afternoon in the Ray Fischer  

Amateur Championship at Riverside 

Golf Course in Janesville.  

Page 1B

4-H Fairgrounds hosts Rock County Beef Cookout

By Patrick Marley and Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

Tony Evers in the coming days will get 

to make the most consequential decisions 

so far of his governorship.

At issue: How much of the Republi-

can-written state budget to keep.

Wisconsin governors have extensive 

veto powers that allow them to trim words 

and numbers from budgets at will.

Mindful of that, Republicans were care-

ful to use the word “cannot” instead of the 

phrase “shall not” throughout the budget. 

If they hadn’t done that, Evers could have 

transformed “shall not” to “shall” and 

thereby gotten the opposite of what law-

makers wanted.

“All we did is use our own constitu-

tional power to make sure the ability for 

him to veto out individual words and try 

to change the meaning of what we all 

voted for is as limited as possible,” Assem-

bly Speaker Robin Vos of Rochester said 

Thursday. “We have tried to limit that as 

much as we can, but we will see how cre-

ative he is with his veto.”

With the budget stretching hundreds of 

pages, there was only so much Republicans 

could do to protect themselves.

Now attention turns to the Democratic 

governor. He’s mostly kept mum about 

what he’ll do, but has provided some hints 

about what he might veto.

The entire budget
Evers has the option of vetoing the 

entire budget, but no governor has done 
that since the state adopted its current 
budgeting system in 1931, and one of his 
cabinet secretaries last week signaled it 
was unlikely.

With a veto of the entire budget, Evers 
could try to force Republicans back to the 
Capitol to negotiate a new spending plan. 
But there appears to be little chance that 
Republicans would agree to revive work 
on the budget any time soon.

In the meantime, there would be no 
increases for schools, roads or health care 
programs—Evers’ top concerns.

Income tax cut
Republicans included a middle-class 

income tax cut that’s similar to one pro-
posed by Evers.

Evers wanted a bigger income tax cut, 

which would have been covered by increas-

ing taxes on capital gains and manufac-

turers. 

Republicans rejected the tax increases.

Evers in February vetoed a similar 

income tax cut because it didn’t include 

higher taxes for some manufacturers. But 

he could also sign the tax cut and cham-

pion it as victory for ordinary Wisconsin-

ites, given that the tax cut is geared for 

the middle class, unlike some past GOP 

tax breaks.

Lincoln Hills
The state is preparing to build new lock-

ups for teen offenders to replace Lincoln 

Hills School for Boys, which is supposed 

to close in 2021. Some of the new facilities 

Budget in hand, Evers faces decisions

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF SUGAR CAMP
On Sunday, Greg Tessier went fish-

ing.

But before he left, he gave his son 

Isaac a big hug. Greg patted him on the 

chest and told him he loved him. Isaac 

had a reputation for always showing 

his love.

While Greg was fishing with 

another of his sons, he heard sirens 

in the distance.

He didn’t know the sirens were for 

Isaac. After he returned home, he got 

the news.

Isaac B. Tessier, who adored The 

Beatles and loved dressing up in cos-

tumes, died in a car crash Sunday in 

the town of Sugar Camp, where the 

family moved last year after living in 

Janesville since 2005.

Isaac was 16.

Early on, Greg said doctors thought 

Isaac might never walk or speak. But 

he grew up with special needs.

“He was a miracle,” Greg said. 

“Every day was a miracle with Isaac.”

The moment father and son shared 

in Greg’s room was the last moment 

they had together.

Isaac’s mother, Jean, made him 

lunch before the crash. They had been 

watching a Chicago Cubs game.

Isaac loved the Cubs. He really 

loved them. He insisted on being 

called Isaac Anthony Rizzo, a nod to 

the first baseman. The family has a 

dog named Wrigley.

Isaac was the friendly manager of 

Northland Pines High School’s var-

sity football, basketball and baseball 

teams who cared for his “athletes,” as 

he called them.

Isaac gave the teams pep talks. 

After he died, a summer league base-

ball team—some who were fans of the 

Milwaukee Brewers—paid tribute by 

wearing Cubs gear.

At a Thursday memorial service, 

several attendees wore Cubs shirts. 

Jean said even the priest, who claims 

to be Eagle River’s No. 1 Brewers fan, 

wore a Cubs hat.

Isaac participated in the Northern 

Access Special Olympics—he placed 

in bowling, snowshoeing and track 

and field, Greg said.

Isaac’s laughter and spirit were so 

infectious he inspired people he knew 

to pursue careers in special education, 

Jean said.

He was a friend who showed uncon-

ditional support. Greg heard from a 

student who said whether you were 

playing a sport or taking a test, Isaac 

was always your No. 1 fan.

‘Happy to be Isaac’

Submitted photo
Isaac Tessier, age 16, formerly of Janes-
ville, is ready before prom in spring 2019. 
He died in a car crash Sunday.

MEMORIAL SERVICES  

FOR ISAAC B. TESSIER
When: 3 p.m. Sunday. A visitation 

will come before, from 1 to 3 p.m.
Where: First Lutheran Church, 612 

N. Randall Ave., Janesville
Donations: In lieu of flowers, the 

family asked for donations to be made 
to the Northern Access Special Olym-
pics.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A new fund will help ensure 

the Janesville School District’s 

efforts to promote early child-

hood education keep moving 

forward.

The Janesville School 

Board this week unanimously 

approved creating an endow-

ment fund through the Com-

munity Foundation of South-

ern Wisconsin to funnel 

money into the district’s com-
munity-based early literacy 
program.

“The literacy initiative is 
a group of community peo-
ple tasked with closing the 
achievement gap,” Superin-
tendent Steve Pophal told the 
board Tuesday. “It’s support-
ing families so that 4- and 
5-year-olds enter school ready 
to learn.”

The achievement gap refers 
to the disparity in academic 
achievement among students 
of various income levels, races 

and genders.

The early literacy program, 

which started in fall 2017, has 

two parts: parent education 

and getting books into chil-

dren’s hands.

With financial help from 

the United Way, the school dis-

trict joined the Dolly Parton 

Imagination Library, which 

mails age-appropriate books 

to 1,000 children on a monthly 

basis, according to Pophal’s 

memo to the school board.

Janesville School Board establishes early literacy fund

Reading & succeeding

 Parents remember boy 
who loved The Beatles, 
costumes and the Cubs

Extensive veto powers 
as Wisconsin governor 

might be tested next week

Turn to BUDGET on Page 7A

Turn to ISAAC on Page 7A

Above: Coals flare up as a grate of steaks are 
turned during the Rock County Beef Cook-
out at the Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds in 
Janesville on Friday. Rock County Beef Pro-
ducers President Abe Arndt said they pur-
chased about 5,000 steaks for the evening.

Right: Konnor Johnson, left, serves up a 
steak during the Rock County Beef Cookout.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
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