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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
35°/20°

Chilly with partial 
sunshine

FRIDAY
36°/23°

Partly sunny  
and chilly

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 6A

UChicago cutting Yerkes ties
Activities at the Yerkes Observatory in Wil-

liams Bay will “wind down” over the next six 
months and effectively halt by Oct. 1, Universi-
ty of Chicago officials announced Wednesday. 
University spokesman Jeremy Manier said the 
long-term use for the observatory “has not yet 
been determined” and that the university hopes 
to engage with Yerkes staff and Williams Bay 
officials to consider the observatory’s future.

GM work could start in April
It appears work to tear down Janesville’s de-

funct General Motors plant could begin April 
1. According to an online hiring advertisement 
posted this week, the company that bought the 
shuttered south-side plant last year is hiring 
heavy-machinery operators to handle demoli-
tion at the site.

STATE • 2A

Walker confident in bills
Gov. Scott Walker emerged from a closed-

door meeting with Senate Republicans on 
Wednesday confident that his $80 million ju-
venile justice overhaul plan and other priorities 
such as a $100 child tax rebate can pass, even 
as the more skeptical Republican leader of the 
Senate said changes were coming.

Study: More ER visits after ODs
Emergency room visits for suspected opioid 

overdoses increased 109 percent in Wisconsin 
from July 2016 to September 2017, according to 
federal health officials. The state had the largest 
spike of the 16 states that the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention observed.
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Nation/World • 6B

The Florida Legislature passed 
a school safety bill to Gov . Rick 
Scott in wake of Feb . 14 high 
school shooting

DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Audrey A. Kazda/Janesville
•Charles F. “Chuck” Neeson/Janesville
•William E. Storer/Fort Atkinson and Janesville
•Douglas Lee Vincent/Whitewater and Elkhorn

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Jason Gregory Helgesen/Evansville and Oregon
•Mark W. Schilberg/Janesville

Your contact: kicks Editor Greg Little, 608-754-3311, ext. 255, glittle@gazettextra.com
kicks

Thursday, March 8, 2018—Section C

Food & Drink • 8C

Janesville’s Wander 

In Cafe serves up  

simple menu, super 

food: Four Dishes
quick kicks

MUSIC

Everybody polka!

The Janesville Moose Lodge, 

2701 Rockport Road, invites 

the public to its 

17th annual 

Polka Fest from 

1 to 10 p.m.  

Friday-Saturday, 

March 23-24.

Food will be available both 

days including the lodge’s fish 

fry from 4 to 8 p.m. Friday. Bands 

performing Friday are the Top 

Notchmen and Barefoot Becky 

& the Ivanhoe Dutchmen. Don 

Peachy and the Zweifel Brothers 

take the stage Saturday.

Cost is $15 per person. For 

more information, call 608-

752-0809, email lodge197@

mooseunits.org or find “Janesville 

Moose Lodge” on Facebook.

HOBBIES

Rock stars

The Badger Lapidary and 

Geological Society hosts its 48th 

annual rock, gem and mineral 

show Saturday-Sunday, March 24-

25, in the Craig Center at the Rock 

County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1301 

Craig Ave., Janesville.

Hours 

are 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. 

Saturday and 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Sunday. Activities for kids include 

a fish pond, scavenger hunt and 

rock crafts. Society members will 

display rock and mineral speci-

mens and offer demonstrations 

of gem faceting, geode splitting 

and more.

Guest speakers also will give  

presentations both days, and 

there will be hourly door prize 

drawings, food for purchase and 

a roaming rock wizard on hand to 

answer questions.

For more information, call 

608-897-2608, email jdrules3@

gmail.com or visit BadgerRock 

Club.org.

Get on track

Get your ticket, grab your map 

and climb aboard to celebrate 

the 11th annual Delavan Train 

Show this Saturday and Sunday in 

downtown Delavan.
The free show 

runs 9 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. 

Saturday and 

10 a.m. to 

4 p.m. Sunday. It features 

more than 40 train exhibits at 18 

locations throughout downtown, 

and visitors can have their tickets 

punched at each stop.

An railroad-themed art exhibit 

will be available for viewing, and 

food and beverages can be pur-

chased. Door prizes will be handed 

out and raffles are planned.

To learn more, visit Delavan-

TrainShow.com or find “Delavan 

Train Show” on Facebook.

CONSERVATION

Protect the planet

Hedberg Public Library, 316 

S. Main St., Janes-

ville, will host a 

sustainable 

living fair from 

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Saturday.

Learn about 

supporting native wildlife, im-

proving water quality and more at 

this free event. There also will be 

hands-on activities for kids.

Exhibitors include the Sus-

tainable Janesville, Alliant Energy, 

Basics Cooperative, Bird City 

Janesville, Home Depot, Rock Riv-

er Coalition, Rock County Pipeline 

Awareness, UW-Rock County and 

the City of Janesville Water Utility.

For more information, email 

nolant@ci.janesville.wi.us or call 

608-755-3095.

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra .com

I
f the only thing you know 

about Lisa Loeb is that 

she sings “that song” from 

“that movie,” she wants 

you to know she’s OK with 

that.

Really.

“For the amount of time 

it’s taken for me to get here 

and to have had such a 

successful 

career, I’ve 

come to re-

alize people 

have a spe-

cial connec-

tion to (Stay 

(I Missed 

You)),” 

she said, 

referring 

to her 1994 

hit from 

the “Real-

ity Bites” 

soundtrack 

that spent 

three weeks 

atop Bill-

board’s Hot 

100 chart 

and helped 

launched 

her to 

career. “And 

that song 

means a lot to me, as it does 

to them.”

But as dear as she holds 

the angst-ridden anthem of 

’90s love and heartache, Loeb 

hasn’t allowed it to define her 

career. 

Since 1995, she has 

recorded six studio albums, 

including the Grammy-nom-

inated “Firecracker” in 1997. 

And such hits as “I Do” and 

“Do You Sleep?” have joined 

“Stay” in cracking Billboard’s 

Top 20.

Most recently, the L.A.-

based songstress has been 

focused on her series of pop-

ular “family music” albums 

that includes 2016’s “Feel 

What U Feel,” which won 

the 2018 Grammy Award for 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

EDGERTON—What often im-

presses audiences most about 

Cantus’ performances isn’t the 

angelic singing—and it is an-

gelic—but rather the embedded 

themes that turn each concert 

into a narrative story.

“We program around a story 

and try to take audiences on a 

journey. Music helps tell that 

story,” said tenor vocalist Paul 

Scholtz. “Maybe audiences 

weren’t expecting the total pro-

gram to be as compelling as it is. 

They came in expecting beauti-

ful music, and we work hard on 

that, but the program aspects 

are pleasantly surprising.”

The eight members of the 

male vocalist group will bring 

their beautiful voices and 

penchant for storytelling to 

the Edgerton Performing Arts 

Center at 7:30 p.m. March 17. 

Tickets are $25.

In 1995, a group of choir 

singers at St. Olaf College south 

of Minneapolis formed Cantus. 

In 2001, it became a one of two 

full-time professional singing 

groups in the U.S., Scholtz said.

Turning pro led to a nation-

wide audition search for the 

Twin Cities-based act, which 

now performs in big cities and 

small towns and travels over-

seas.

Members have come and 

gone over the years, but the 

current lineup comprises tenors 

Curtis Johnson photo

Cantus, a seven-member singing group from Minneapolis, 

will perform at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 17, at the Edgerton 

Performing Arts Center. Tickets are $25.

IF YOU GO

What: Cantus musical 

performance

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 

March 17.

Where: Edgerton Perform-

ing Arts Center, 200 Elm High 

Drive, Edgerton.

Cost: $25

For more information: 

Order tickets by phone at 608-

561-6093 or online at www.

Edgerton.k12.wi.us.

Cantus to perform at EPAC on March 17

IF YOU GO

What: “An 

Evening with Lisa 

Loeb”
When: 

7:30 p.m. Friday, 

March 23.

Where: Janes-

ville Performing 

Arts Center, 

408 S. Main St., 

Janesville.

Cost: $35 for 

adults and $20 

for students.

Tickets: 

Visit the JPAC box 

office, call 608-

758-0297 or visit 

JanesvillePAC.

org.

Staying 

power
Staying 

power
’90s music icon Loeb 

finds connection with 

music fans, their kids
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Lisa Loeb to play 
Janesville Performing 
Arts Center later this 
month ./kicks

Associated Press
Marquette guards Andrew Rowsey (30) and Markus 
Howard (0) react after Rowsey made a free throw 
Wednesday in the final seconds of Marquette’s  
72-69 win over DePaul in the first round of the Big 
East Tournament in New York City. DePaul’s Max 
Strus missed a 3-pointer with time running out that 
likely would’ve given the Blue Demons the win and 
ended Marquette’s NCAA Tournament hopes. Mar-
quette will play No. 2 Villanova in the tournament’s 
second round at 6 p.m. today. Story on Page 1B.

Marquette survives DePaul

By Don Lee

Tribune Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump 

is expected to sign off on his 
controversial plan to slap stiff 
tariffs on imported steel and 
aluminum as early as today, 
but in a surprise reversal, the 
White House opened the door 
to exemptions for products 
from Canada, Mexico and oth-
er U.S. allies.

Carve-outs for certain coun-
tries from Trump’s proposed 
double-digit duties would 
mark a retreat from the pres-
ident’s insistence earlier that 
the levy would be across the 
board.

And that could mollify lead-
ing U.S. trading partners and 
allies that have roundly criti-
cized the tariffs and threatened 
to respond with retaliatory 
measures.

Excluding allies from the 
tariffs also could help the 
Trump better focus on his in-
tended target, China, especial-
ly at a time when the U.S. and 

Allies 
hope for 
change  
of heart

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Parker High School students 

will be able to tell their grandchil-

dren that they had to walk uphill 

through the snow to get to school.

They also had to walk downhill 

through the snow and solve an en-

gineering problem when they got 

to the bottom.
Wednesday, Parker High 

School’s engineering and construc-
tion classes met at the Janesville 
Schools Outdoor Laboratory.

“It’s important to show students 
real-life situations,” said Joe Kapu-
gia, a technical education teacher. 
“And we wanted to have engineer-
ing and construction students 
there to get the viewpoints from 
two different occupations who are 

going to be working together.”

At issue was a flood-damaged 

bridge over Marsh Creek. The 

bridge had survived the floods of 

2008 but was damaged in the re-

cent round of winter flooding, ex-

plained Paul Stengel, coordinator 

of the outdoor lab.

Floodwaters swirled around 

the southern side of the bridge, 

Bridge to the real world

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Joe Kapugia, a Parker High School technical education teacher, shows engineering and construction students a 
washed-out bridge Wednesday at the Janesville Schools Outdoor Laboratory. The students were asked to develop 
a long-term fix for the bridge.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Heroin has a lot to do with an 

increase in crime in Janesville last 

year.

That’s the opinion of Police 

Chief Dave Moore, who released 

the 2017 crime statistics Wednes-

day.

The city’s crime rate dropped in 

each of the two previous years, but 

it jumped by 11.5 percent in 2017.

Property crimes—burglary, 

theft, car theft and arson—were a 

major driver of the increase. To-

gether, they increased about 10.5 

percent.

Moore noted people need a lot 

of money to maintain a drug habit, 

and many commit crimes to get 

the money.

Police pulled a random sample 

of people arrested for theft last 

year and found 61 percent had 

been involved in drug crimes. An-

other random sample of people 

arrested for drug offenses found 

47 percent had been involved in 

property crimes.

An officer who works with ad-

dicts estimated 90 percent of them 

committed crimes to support their 

habits, Moore said.

Moore said the epidemic of 

addiction to heroin and associat-

ed drugs continues to be a major 

problem here. He noted Janes-

ville set a record with 14 overdose 

deaths from heroin and other opi-

ates last year. Police know of 48 

other opiate overdoses in which 

the victims survived.

So far this year, police already 

have seen 14 opiate overdoses, 

Exemptions on tariffs 
might be included

Chief: Crime, drugs linked

SOURCE: Janesville Police Department

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Crime rates since 2008
Shown are index crimes--homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated 
assault, burglary, theft, vehicle theft and arson--per 100,000 
population.
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Tech ed students to consider solutions for washed-out JSOL bridge

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

MILTON

Next week’s Hawk Zone vote is still on and 

the purchase price is still the same despite a 

preliminary city assessment that showed the 

building is worth $100,000 less than the Milton 

School District originally thought.

The Milton School Board held a special 

meeting Wednesday to reconsider holding 

that special electorate meeting, scheduled for 

6 p.m. Monday. But the board ultimately de-

cided not to change anything.

District voters will decide Monday whether 

to buy the Hawk Zone from its current owner, 

Backyard Properties. Milton has rented the for-

mer bowling alley for the past year and would 

like to purchase the building.

In accordance with state statutes, the deci-

sion rests in residents’ hands because it would 

acquire new property. Milton went through a 

similar process in 2011 when it bought the cur-

rent district office building.

Milton officials have touted the Hawk Zone 

as an asset for school-affiliated sports teams 

and youth recreation. They have said it pro-

vides extra athletics space to free up a practice 

logjam elsewhere.

Wednesday’s special meeting to reconsider 

the vote was unexpected given the district’s 

past satisfaction with the facility.

On Feb. 26, the board voted 6-1 to hold 

the vote to potentially buy 

the Hawk Zone, with Brian 

Kvapil opposed. The board 

also agreed that, if the pur-

chase was approved, the sale 

would cost $485,000 plus an 

additional $15,000 for electri-

cal upgrades.

A week later, the school 

district received an uncerti-

fied 2018 assessment from the 

city. The building is now valued at $398,000, 

down from last year’s valuation of $498,000, 

District Administrator Tim Schigur said.

Upon receiving that revision, Milton 

Milton School Board stays course on Hawk Zone vote

Schigur

MILTON SCHOOL DISTRICT  
SPECIAL ELECTORATE MEETING

When: 6 p.m. Monday, March 12
Where: The Hawk Zone, 450 S. John Paul 

Road
Why: School district residents will vote on 

whether the district should buy the Hawk Zone 
facility after its lease with the building’s current 
owner expires March 31. The purchase price 
would be $500,000.

Both increased  
in Janesville in 2017

Parker High teacher takes students into the woods

Members reconsider decision  
to hold vote Monday, stick with it
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