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GOP weighs border bills 
Lawmakers met with President Trump in an 

effort to put an end to family separations 

at US-Mexico border. Page 8B

Nearly showtime
Eight observations 

about this year’s 

Summerfest  

lineup. Thursday  

in kicks

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Howard “Howie” Blaser
•E. Maxine Cooper
•John Peter Pappas

•Shirley L. Stekel
•Khole M. Trick
•Clarence C. Trinkner

•Dean L. Werner

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 75 | Low 59  

Mostly cloudy
More on 9A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
CJ Kooyman, 8, left, and Caleb Koivula, 10, pedal through a flooded field near Blackhawk Golf Course in Janesville 
on Tuesday morning after an evening of heavy rainfall the night before. More on the week’s rain on Page 3A.

Back on their bikes after the rain lets up

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

He was a one-man an-

ti-homophobia campaign, 

a terrific speaker and a 

generous donor.

But what Steve Starkey 

misses most is the humor 

that was a trademark of his 

friend William Wartmann.

Wartmann died Sunday 

at Agrace Hospice & Palli-

ative Care in Janesville. He 

was 82.

Wartmann grew up 

in Chicago as the son of 

immigrant parents, who he 

cited in a 2011 article in Il-

linois Wesleyan University 

Magazine as the inspiration 

behind his philanthropy.

He moved to Wiscon-

sin to become a master’s 

degree student at UW-Mad-

ison and eventually moved 

to Edgerton, where he lived 

his entire adult life.

The art enthusiast made 

his career as an antique 

appraiser and sculptor, but 

he is most remembered for 

his generosity.

Dennis Pauli, Edgerton 

School District superin-

tendent, said he doesn’t 

remember Wartmann ever 

saying “no.”

In 2003, Wartmann and 

his wife, Joyce, established 

the William and Joyce 

Wartmann Edgerton En-

dowment for the Perform-

ing Arts, which allows the 
school district to bring four 
or five national and inter-
national performers to the 
city each year, Pauli said.

In addition to that, 
Wartmann bought about 50 
tickets to give to students 
for free, Pauli said. He also 
paid for uniforms and trips 
for band, choir and orches-
tra students.

Arts were his passion, 
and kids were his love, 
Pauli said.

Wartmann’s generosity 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Ariens Specialty Brands 

plans a gradual closure of its 
Janesville facility, affecting 141 
employees.

The direct-marketing op-
eration at 401 S. Wright Road 
will begin shutting down Aug. 
20, with full closure by Dec. 31, 
although five employees will re-
main at remote locations until 
about March 31, according to a 
letter to the state from compa-
ny officials.

Company officials met with 
Janesville employees Tuesday, 
the company said in a news 
release.

“Eligible employees will 
be provided with a severance 
package based on the number 
of years of service. Employees 
are welcome to apply for open 
positions at other Ariens Com-
pany facilities and may be eli-
gible to receive a relocation bo-
nus,” according to the release.

The schedule of layoffs, ac-
cording to the letter, is:

 � 41 employees by Aug. 31.
 � 15 between Sept. 14 and 

Sept. 28.
 � 80 between Oct. 1 and Dec. 

31.
 � Five between Jan. 31 and 

March 31.
The state Department 

of Workforce Development 
and the Southwest Wiscon-
sin Workforce Development 
Board, will provide Rapid 
Response services to affected 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It wasn’t the first time Judge John Wood has 

complained in court about the weekend entertain-
ment for many young people: cruising up and down 
Janesville’s Milton Avenue.

“I’m probably not the only person in this com-

munity who tries to avoid Milton 

Avenue on Friday nights. It’s crazy 

out there,” Wood said from his Rock 

County Court bench at a sentenc-

ing Tuesday for a Delavan man who 

fired a gun into the air in rural Rock 

County after a confrontation on Mil-

ton Avenue escalated.

“It’s pretty sad that citizens have 

to be almost afraid to drive on Milton Avenue on 

Friday night because of all the craziness that takes 

place out there,” Wood added.

Edgerton arts booster, LGBT advocate William Wartmann dies at 82
Joyce and 
William 
Wartmann 
pose for a 
photo in 
2001.

Gazette file 
photo

IF YOU GO
Funeral ser-

vices for William 
Wartmann will be 
at 11 a.m. Friday 
at the Edgerton 
Performing Arts 
Center at Edgerton 
High School, 200 
Elm High Drive. Vis-
itation will be from 
9 a.m. until the time 
of services Friday at 
the performing arts 
center.

Ariens to close  
Janesville office

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The closure of the Janesville Ariens facility at 401 S. Wright Road will 
affect 141 workers starting in August, and layoffs will continue into 
spring 2019, according to a state layoff notice.

Circuit struggles

Wood

Incident highlights difficulty 
of patrolling Milton Avenue

Turn to ARIENS on Page 9A

Turn to CIRCUIT on Page 9A

Turn to WARTMANN on Page 5A

Shutdown will affect 
141 employees

Jesus Aguilar drives 

in all three runs in 

Tuesday’s game to 

end Milwaukee’s 

three-game losing 

streak. Page 1B
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