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•Judith A. Anderson
•Sandra Balas
•Carrie M. Barrenger
•Frank M. Bley
•Darlene A. Brown
•Gary J. Hamre
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•Randall Settersten

Man in the white hat
Wilbert William ‘Bud’ Schwartzlow 

was remembered for his legacy 

as a chef and as an icon for 

fine cuisine in Janesville.  
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Illini edge Badgers
A field goal as time expired 

lifted Illinois to a 24-23 win 

over visiting Wisconsin on 

Saturday, stunning the 

heavily-favored Badgers. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 64 | Low 50 

Fog in the morning; 
some sun
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It could be said Janes-

ville is still grieving the loss 
of an economic engine that 
sustained it for 85 years.

The thousands of peo-
ple who turned out to get 
bricks salvaged from the 
vanished General Motors 
plant suggests strong emo-
tional attachments to the 
structure that was wiped 
off the city’s face this year.

Tim Cullen, the former 
state sen-
ator who 
worked on 
the state 
task force 
that tried 
to save the 
plant, sug-
gests that 

grieving pro-
cess might be near its final 
stage: acceptance.

Cullen has written a 
book about the plant, tited 
“Disassembled,” that delves 
into why GM pulled out.

He also examines the 
plant’s central role in rais-
ing generations of work-
ers into the middle class. 

Along the way, he takes a 

look at two GM workers, the 

late Doris Thom and John 

Scott Jr.

Many will recognize 

Thom as the woman who 

kicked her way through 

the plant’s glass ceiling and 

Scott as the third black man 

hired to work there. Cul-

len tells how both endured 

their fellow Janesvillians’ 

ignorance-based attitudes 

and acts. He sees them 

as symbols and heroes of 

changes in the city and 

American society over the 

past six decades.

Cullen is in a good posi-

tion to speak on those top-

ics.

His grandfather and 

father worked at the 

plant, and he paid for col-

lege by working there 

MILTON
Maddie Jarzen thrives on school sports, 

plays flute in the school band and was ener-
gized earlier this month when she won a close 
election for student council president.

But only a few months ago, all the things 
13-year-old Maddie loves so much about Mil-
ton Middle School seemed totally out of reach.

Maddie suffers from a condition that, when 
left untreated, causes extreme sadness. It’s 
called premenstrual dysphoric disorder or 
PMDD.

The disorder caused her to feel so hopeless 
that she tried to take her life—twice.

Today, Maddie is resolute about telling her 
story.

She wants others to know about the disor-
der and the dangerous, dark place it can take 
a person.

She does not want young women to end 
their lives over something that will pass.

“Don’t let a mood ruin your entire life,” 

Milton teen raises awareness about disorder, suicide

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Maddie Jarzen, 13, stands outside her home recently for a portrait. She suffers from premenstrual dysphoric disorder, or 
PMDD, a condition that can plunge her into a deep depression when left untreated. She tells her story to help other young 
people who are struggling.

Cullen relates 
tale of how city 
lost GM plant
‘Disassembled’ 

suggests Janesville 
has accepted fate 

Cullen

By Todd Ruger

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON

In the decades before President Donald 

Trump asked Ukraine to launch an inves-

tigation into his main political rival in 

the upcoming presidential election, Con-

gress tried again and again to keep foreign 

nationals out of American elections and 

government decisions.

The lawmakers’ adversaries over the 

years sound as if they come straight out 

of Hollywood scripts: the Nazi party in the 

1930s, the Philippine sugar industry in the 

1960s, a Greek industrialist in the 1970s, 

an international businessman turned Chi-

nese government agent in the 1990s.

Congress passed laws to ban what they 

saw as threats to the integrity of elections, 

foreign policy and national security. For-

eign nationals found loopholes or new 

ways to contribute to campaigns.

Now, the person testing the legal limits 

of the current ban isn’t a foreign national, 

but the president of the United States and 

his political team. And House Democrats, 

although they have put Trump’s actions at 

the heart of their impeachment inquiry, 

don’t have plans to more explicitly outlaw 

politicians from requesting election-re-

lated information from foreign nationals.

Democrats already had various bills 

to bolster the 2002 campaign finance 

law, based on Russian interference in the 

2016 presidential election, when a whis-

tleblower reported concerns that Trump 

in July had pressured Ukraine to start an 

investigation into Democratic presidential 

candidate Joe Biden.

Trump’s call was so unusual that intel-

ligence community officials alerted the 

Justice Department of a possible viola-

tion of that law, which makes it a crime 

for foreign nationals to give contributions 
or any other “thing of value” in connection 
with an American election—and a crime to 
solicit such contributions.

The Justice Department determined 
that Trump did not cross a legal line, reig-
niting a broader unsettled debate about 
whether political dirt or opposition 
research would qualify as a “thing of value.”

Similar issues arose from former spe-
cial counsel Robert S. Mueller III’s inves-
tigation into Donald Trump Jr. and other 
Trump campaign officials taking a meet-
ing at Trump Tower about possible dirt on 
Hillary Clinton that the Russians might 
have obtained.

Foreign campaign contributions have long vexed Congress
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DC lawmakers pass laws, 
then loopholes are found, 
and the process repeats  
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