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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 76 | Low 54  

Pleasant with 
partial sunshine

More on 7A

Packers grind out 

10-3 win vs. Bears
In the 199th meeting  

of the teams, Green Bay’s 

defense helped ensure 

a season-opening victory. 

Page 1B

Man rescued 

after roof collapse
A roofer was seriously 

injured Thursday when he fell 

through the roof of a home  

and thousands of pounds of 

shingles fell on him. Page 3A
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Finishing touch

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A new statewide hous-

ing report shows that even 

the fastest-growing com-

munities in Wisconsin can’t 

keep up with the demand 

for new housing.

As it turns out, Janesville 

and Beloit are perhaps the 

most strained cities in the 

state when it comes to a 

housing shortfall.

A report released this 

week by the Wisconsin 

Realtors Association says 

that, over the last decade, 

Rock County has averaged 

growth of about 1.7 families 

for every one new housing 

unit created here.

That’s the lowest rate 

of housing unit growth for 

any of the state’s 20 larg-

est counties, according to 

a Gazette analysis of the 

report.

It’s a status the Realtors 

association calls housing 

“underproduction.” And 

despite emerging plans 

between developers and 

Janesville housing author-

ities to bolster the rental 

market, the city is still at the 

epicenter of a housing mar-

ket that doesn’t produce 

nearly enough affordable 

housing to satisfy demand.

As local employers look 

to expand or hire new work-
ers, the shortfall in avail-
able housing becomes obvi-
ous. There aren’t enough 
housing units to support 
the growth in population 
here, and at the same time, 
demand for an ever-slim-
mer stock of housing has 
begun to inflate costs.

In nearly half the coun-
ties in the state, afford-
able housing has started 
to become unattainable for 
working-class people, par-
ticularly first-time home 
buyers, according to the 
report.

The report says entry-
level housing in Rock 
County remains “afford-
able,” meaning that on 
paper a median-income 
household should be able 
to afford median-price 
housing.

However, the hous-
ing report’s numbers are 
based partly on U.S. Cen-
sus surveys between 2006 
and 2017.

From mid-2017 to the 
middle of this year, the 
average sale price of a Rock 
County home increased 
from $158,000 to about 
$190,000, according to 
Multiple Listing Service 
data.

The median home 
price statewide is about 

Statewide report shows Janesville  
at epicenter of building shortage

WISCONSIN

Statewide housing unit growth 2006-2017
Of the 10 largest counties in Wisconsin, Rock County has seen by far 
the slimmest growth in housing units over the past decade. Overall, 
Rock County saw growth of 1,480 rental and owner-occupied housing 
units between 2006 and 2017, according to a recent Wisconsin Realtors 
Association report based on the most recent U.S. Census data. In that 
same period, Rock County saw a growth 2,516 new households. 
That means the local housing market during that period produced 
about 1,000 fewer housing than it would have taken to fulfill the overall 
demand for housing. It’s a leading indicator that Rock County would 
be considered an epicenter in a statewide housing crunch that’s leading 
workers moving here to have a hard time finding — or being able to 
afford — housing, the state Realtors association reports.   

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau
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Housing  
crunch

By Josh Boak

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON
Despite a decade-plus of 

economic growth, Ameri-

cans have slowed the pace 

at which they’re forming 

new companies, a trend 

that risks further widening 

the gap between the most 

affluent and everyone else.

The longest expansion 

on record, which began 

in mid-2009, has failed 

to restore entrepreneur-

ship to its pre-recession 

level, according to a Cen-

sus Bureau report based 

on tax filings.

Between 2007 and the 

first half of 2019, applica-

tions to form businesses 

that would likely hire work-

ers fell 16%. Though the 

pace of applications picked 

up somewhat after 2012, 

it dipped again this year 

despite President Donald 

Trump’s assertion that his 

tax cuts and deregulatory 

drive would benefit smaller 

companies and their work-

ers. Applications are down 

2.6% so far this year com-

pared with the same period 

last year.

Business formation has 

long been one of the pri-

mary ways in which Amer-

icans have built wealth. 

When fewer new compa-

nies are established, fewer 

Americans tend to prosper 

over time.

In addition, smaller 

companies account for 

roughly 85% of all hiring, 

making them an entry 

point for most workers into 

the workforce. Even with 

the unemployment rate at 

a near-record-low of 3.7%, 

a decline in the creation 

of new companies means 

there are fewer companies 

competing for workers, a 

trend that generally slows 

pay growth. The pace of 

pay growth has stalled for 

the past five months even 

as hiring has remained 

healthy.

“What you see is reduced 

social and economic mobil-

ity,” said Steve Strongin, 

head of global investment 

research at Goldman Sachs. 

“It means that most of the 

growth is occurring in the 

corporate sphere, which 

keeps wage growth down 

and improves profits.”

Tyler Kartman uses a wand to paint 
the number next to the 40-yard 
line Thursday at Monterey Stadium  
in Janesville in preparation before 
Parker’s game against Sun Prairie 
today.

Photos by Angela Major/ 
amajor@gazettextra.com

Slowing pace 
of forming 

new companies 
poses a risk

Start-up 
slowdown

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

EVANSVILLE

Recent buzz on social media in 

Evansville is about sexual misconduct 

and safety of students at the high school, 

and 22 people gathered Thursday night 

to discuss the problem and solutions.

They spent 80 minutes discussing 

the topic without mentioning specific 

incidents.

Parent and community volunteer Vic-

toria Flynn organized the meeting. She 

said afterward that comments on the 

local community Facebook page about 

one allegation led to an outpouring of 

allegations of other such incidents.

“How can we make the schools feel 

safe for these young girls—and boys?” 

asked a retired teacher.

She didn’t get a direct answer.

Others who spoke at the meeting 

suggested that part of the problem was 

harassment or bullying on social media.

Flynn emphasized rules for the meet-

ing, including that no names would be 

mentioned.

Lt. Patrick Reese of the Evansville 

Police Department said he couldn’t dis-

cuss juvenile cases.

Flynn said the high school principal 

at first said he would attend the meeting 

with other officials, but then school offi-

cials backed down. Instead, they sent a 

statement, saying they are obligated to 

protect students’ privacy.

“We have concluded that attending 

a meeting organized for the purpose of 

addressing concerns about a current 

student made public by social media 

does not allow us to meet these obliga-

tions at this time,” the statement reads.

The statement went on to say the dis-

trict would “continue to follow all pol-

icies and procedures for investigating 

and responding to complaints of harass-

ment, and where necessary will take 

steps to stop any harassment and pre-

vent it in the future.”

In a separate interview, Evansville 

schools Superintendent Jerry Roth said 

he couldn’t comment 

on any allegations. He 

said he thinks the com-

munity airing concerns 

about a student is not 

appropriate because all 

the information isn’t 

known, and it’s largely 

accusations that haven’t 

been confirmed.

“We take all concerns seriously, and 

we address all concerns. It’s just that we 

can’t and won’t publicly communicate 

what’s happening,” Roth said.

Roth asked that people not speculate 

when they don’t have all the facts.

“We want to protect every student,” 

Roth said. “Every student has the right 

Turn to HOUSING on Page 7A
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Sexual misconduct involving 
students discussed at forum

22 people gather 
in Evansville for meeting We take all concerns seriously, and we 

address all concerns. It’s just that  

we can’t and won’t publicly communicate 

what’s happening

Jerry Roth,  

Evansville Schools superintendent

“ ”

Roth
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