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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Robert Eugene Fritz
•Kayla Marie Ann Kirchner
•LaVern M. Schoonover

•Morris W. Shepherd
•Gene L. Taylor

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 36 | Low 21  

Mostly cloudy, 
breezy and colder

More on 7A

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JT Worley figures his 2017 Christmas 

light show drew 5,000 to 6,000 people 

to his Elkhorn home to see thousands of 

lights flash and sparkle to music.

A self-proclaimed light hobbyist, Wor-

ley again has turned his house at N6916 

Northwood Drive into a holiday spectacle, 

with 75,000 lights twinkling to 25 songs.

But this year, he has also taken things 

a step further.

Worley engineered two light shows 
in Delavan this year, rigging up matrix 
panels outside both Kunes Country auto 
dealerships. In doing so, he paved the 
way for a $25,000 donation to St. John’s 
Church in Elkhorn.

Worley said he racked up 220 hours 
assembling lights for the dealerships, 
which involved cutting 4-by-8-foot ma-
trix panels and weaving lights through 
them. Several neighbors and Kunes em-
ployees lent a hand during the months-
long preparation and installation, he said.

Worley didn’t want to be paid for his 

labor on the dealership projects. Instead, 

he asked Gregg Kunes, a dealer at Kunes 

Country Auto Group, to donate the labor 

fee to St. John’s Church, which recent-

ly was struck by lightning and suffered 

through a series of “necessary repairs,” 

pastor Tom De Groot said.

The summer lightning strike took out 

the church’s sanctuary lights and some 

audio equipment. In addition, an old el-

evator with giant steel doors had become 

inaccessible, and the children’s sanctuary 

Lights inspire act of charity

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Lights wrap around the side of a house on Alexandria Place in Janesville on Wednesday. The house was one of many nominated 
by Gazette readers as having the best Christmas decorations. Below left: Lighted panels feature animations and moving designs set to 
music Wednesday at Kunes Country Ford Lincoln dealership in Delavan. The lights were set up by JT Worley, an Elkhorn man with a love 
for holiday light shows. Below right: Santa and a reindeer watch over the city from the upper story of this home on Jefferson Avenue in 
Janesville on Wednesday.

By Zeke Miller and Lolita Baldor

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis resigned 

Thursday after clashing with President 

Donald Trump over the abrupt withdraw-

al of U.S. troops from Syria and after two 

years of deep disagreements over 

America’s role in the world.

Mattis, perhaps the most re-

spected foreign policy official in 

Trump’s administration, will leave 

by the end of February after two tu-

multuous years struggling to soft-

en and moderate the president’s 

hardline and sometimes sharply 

changing policies. He told Trump 

in a letter that he was leaving because “you 

have a right to have a Secretary of Defense 

whose views are better aligned with yours.”

His departure was immediately 

lamented by foreign policy hands 

and lawmakers on both sides of 

the aisle, who viewed the retired 

Marine general as a sober voice of 

experience in the ear of a president 

who had never held political of-

fice or served in the military. Even 

Trump allies expressed fear over 

Mattis’ decision to quit, believing 

him to be an important moderating force 

on the president.

“Just read Gen. Mattis resignation let-

ter,” tweeted Florida Sen. Marco Rubio. 

“It makes it abundantly clear that we are 

headed toward a series of grave policy 

errors which will endanger our nation, 

damage our alliances & empower our ad-

versaries.”

Mattis did not mention the dispute 

over Syria in his letter or proposed deep 

cuts to U.S. forces in Afghanistan, anoth-

er significant policy dispute. He noted 

his “core belief” that American strength 

Pentagon chief Mattis to resign
Clash over Syria decision 
spotlighted in his choice

Mattis

Man encourages car dealer to give to church instead of pay him for building display

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Five members of the YMCA of North 

Rock County are demanding more trans-
parency, saying several members have 
been suspended and three board mem-
bers dismissed after asking questions 
about the Y’s finances, the structure of its 
board of directors and its bylaws.

In a letter written by a group calling it-
self “Concerned Y Members,” the members 
say they’re concerned over an apparent 
“lack of transparency” of the nonprofit 
YMCA’s leadership and what they call 
the “wrongful dismissal” of three Y board 
members between 2017 and 2018.

The letter is under-
signed by 52 people who 
are Y members or former 
members, and a few are 
former Y board members, 
said Janesville resident 
Paul Murphy, one of five 
in the Concerned Mem-
bers group.

Murphy’s name is 
signed to an email that 

accompanied the letter. It was addressed 
Thursday to various YMCA board mem-
bers.

Over the last year, the group claims, 
the Y has canceled, suspended or put un-
der review “numerous” memberships for 
“questionable reasons” while offering “no 
sound explanation” for their suspensions.

“The YMCA is a vital component of the 
community and has a long tradition of re-
ceiving community support. We strongly 
believe this support is being tested due to 
repeated actions and inactions by YMCA 
leadership that run contrary to the mis-
sion and values of the organization,” the 
letter states.

In an interview Thursday, Murphy, a 
longtime Y member, told The Gazette his 
membership was put under “review” Dec. 
3.

Murphy said he later received an email 

Turn to LIGHTS on Page 7A

Turn to MATTIS on Page 7A

‘Transparency’  
concerns  

come to fore  
at local YMCA

Murphy

Dozens of members sign on 
to letter describing problems

Turn to YMCA on Page 6A

Chaos at the Capitol
President Donald Trump says he 

won’t sign funding bill Senate 

passed Wednesday, forcing Paul 

Ryan and other House GOP leaders 

to add money for a border wall to 

the legislation. Page 6B

Turn it to 11
Janesville Craig’s  

wrestling team beat their 

rivals from Janesville 

Parker in a dual meet for 

the 11th straight time 

Thursday night. Page 1B
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