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Stipend concerns
Two Milton School Board 
members have concerns 
about more than $30,000 
that was paid out by the 
school board. Page 3A

Evansville/Albany wrestlers 

win regional championship
Evansville/Albany scored 229.5 points 
to finish ahead of second-place finisher 
Edgerton in WIAA Division 2 regional  
action Saturday at Evansville High School. 
Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 27 | Low 22  

Snow, mainly 
early, 1-2”

More on 9A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It was no surprise for local members 

of the criminal justice system to learn 
in January that black adults in Rock 
County are arrested at a rate seven times 
higher than white adults.

They had asked for the data as they 
considered what to do about the prob-
lem.

They are local law enforcement, 
prosecutors, attorneys and others mem-
bers of the county’s Criminal Justice 
Coordinating Council.

They posed their question to the 
county’s new data 
cruncher, sociologist 
Kendra Schiffman.

Schiffman analyzed 
county law enforce-
ment agencies’ num-
bers. She found that in 
2016, African Americans 
comprised 5 percent of 
the adult population but 

accounted for more than 27.5 percent of 
adult arrests.

The numbers were similar in 2017.
Now, some council members are 

pointing to the racial disparity and call-
ing for action.

Others say they first need more study.
“This is very preliminary data, and I 

think we have be careful with statistics 
not to jump to conclusions,” said the 
county’s new sheriff, Troy Knudson.

“There’s this whole 
belief that prison pop-
ulation and arrest rates 
have to mirror popula-
tion, and if not, some-
body is racist,” said 
Janesville Police Chief 
Dave Moore. “The issue 
is much more complex 
than that.”

But council members Marc Perry, 
who trains police and others in under-

standing racial bias, 
and Lonnie Brigham 
Jr., a member of the 
Janesville police African 
American Liaison 
Advisory Committee, 
said officials know 
enough to start working 
on solutions.

Council members 
asked for data instead of anecdotes, and 
now they have it, Brigham said, adding: 
“That being said, what is going to be 
done about it?”

At the end of the council’s Jan. 17, 

Dealing with a disparity
With arrest data in hand, 

criminal justice panel 
considers its next steps

A tale of two colors

Schiffman

Moore

Perry

Each of the 1,000 squares above represents a Rock County adult in 2016. The 
county had 107,400 white adults, of whom 6,335 were arrested, a rate of 59 
per 1,000 as represented by the green squares. The county had 5,734 black 
adults, of whom 2,402 were arrested, a rate of 419 per 1,000 as represented 
by the orange squares.

By Ted Anthony

AP National Writer

NEW YORK
Anyone hungry for a 

pinpoint glimpse of early 

21st-century America—a 

slice to slide under a mi-

croscope and reveal things 

that hide in plain sight—

need only consider the 

first week of February in 

2019.

As always these days, 

there was politics—bleed-

ing over into most ev-

erything and pushing us 

down uncertain roads. 

But here’s what you got, 

too: race and racism, sex 

and sexual assault, polar-

ization and dark technol-

ogy and climate change, 

capitalism and social-

ism and—perhaps most 

American of all—tabloid 

sensationalism.

The past few crazy quilt-

years of American life have 

already felt weirder and 

more frantic than usual 

for many people. Even 

JANESVILLE
Imagine a dark church filled with 

dozens of candles flickering before the 
altar.

Worshipers sing simple songs in a 
form of meditation, interspersed with 
readings and prayers.

They light candles and add their 
flames to sand dishes filled with other 
candles.

For a long while, they sit in gener-
ous silence in a communion with God.

Welcome to Taizé worship.
Organizers describe it as a con-

templative kind of Christian service that encourages 

Taizé offers quiet form 
of Christian worship

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The Rev. Kathy Monson Lutes of Trinity Episcopal Church 
says the Janesville church has offered Taizé services since 
2017. The ecumenical services are open to everyone and 
give people an opportunity to sit and reflect in silence.
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A week of telling 
American glimpses
Seven days offers a remarkable 
view of American life in 2019
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