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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Charles “Cork” Boelkow
•Bertha J. Cochrane
•Dorothy Lavern Daniel
•Richard “Dick” Kapke

•Audrey Kuter
•Margaret A. “Peggy” 
Lawrence
•Cynthia S. Mangold

•Eunice L. Nesseth
•Donald Lee Verch
•Greta Westerberg
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The two Illinois men involved in 

a fatal shooting on Janesville’s west 

side Sunday were at an all-night 

party where revelers drank alcohol, 

Janesville police said 

Monday.

The man who was 

shot and killed—

James C. Chestnut 

III, 40—and the man 

suspected of shoot-

ing him—Corvasie 

S. Weaver, 24—knew 

each other because 

Chestnut was dating 

a member of Weaver’s family, said 

Lt. Charles Aagaard of the Janes-

ville Police Department Investiga-

tions Division, speaking at a press 

conference.

Family members of Weaver live at 

the house where the party happened, 

Aagaard said.

Aagaard did not know if Weaver 

or Chestnut had been drinking or 

exactly how the shooting occurred. 

He said witnesses told police the 

men had argued inside the house 

and then went outside, where the 

argument escalated.

Police believe Weaver fired sev-

eral shots with a handgun, hitting 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janesville police Lt. Charles Aagaard speaks to reporters during a press conference Monday about a fatal shooting on 
the city’s west side over the weekend.

Frank Schultz/fschultz@gazettextra.com
Janesville police closed West Racine Street after a report of shots fired Sunday 
morning at this residence at 613 W. Racine St.

A fatal familiarity?
Police say Janesville homicide victim, shooting suspect knew each other

Trump tests Congress’ war powers amid Iran crisis
By Lisa Mascaro  

and Deb Riechmann

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald 

Trump’s confrontation 

with Iran is posing a gut 

check for Congress, bra-

zenly testing whether the 

House and Senate will 

exert their own authority 

over U.S. military strategy 
or cede more war powers 
to the White House.

As tensions rise at home 
and abroad, Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi will hold House votes 
this week to limit Trump’s 
ability to engage Iran mil-
itarily after the surprise 
U.S. airstrike that killed 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani. A 
Senate vote is expected to 
soon follow.

Yet Congress has shown 
time and again it is unable 
to exert its ability to 
authorize—or halt—mil-
itary actions. With their 
inaction, lawmakers have 
begrudgingly allowed the 
commander in chief to all 
but disregard Congress, 
and there are doubts that 
this time will be any dif-
ferent.

“I think this president 

has pushed this to the 

limit with action that has 

a huge escalating effect,” 

said Scott Anderson, a for-

mer attorney in the State 

Department’s legal office 

and former legal adviser 

for the U.S. Embassy in 

Baghdad. “Maybe this will 

push Congress to make it a 

priority. ... Anything short 

Weaver
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville Plan 

Commission on Monday 
endorsed a third major 
apartment project that 
officials believe will help 
alleviate the city’s housing 
crunch.

The commission unani-
mously approved a condi-
tional-use permit for River 
Flats, a proposed 92-unit, 
six-story apartment com-
plex near downtown that 
will offer affordable hous-
ing for low- or moderate-in-
come residents.

Commissioner Steve 
Knox was absent.

Commissioner Rich 
Gruber said he is excited to 
see three new apartment 
complexes—River Flats, 
Diamond Ridge apart-
ments on Woodman Road 
and a 260-unit project on 
Racine Street near Inter-
state 90/39—come to frui-
tion.

All three projects have 
been approved within the 
last six months.

Gruber said he thinks 
the three projects, totaling 
467 new units, will prompt 
more development. 

The River Flats proj-
ect, on Laurel Avenue and 
Jackson Street, still must 
go before the city council 
for approval of a tax incre-
ment financing develop-
ment agreement before it 
is set in stone. The council 
will vote on the agreement 
Jan. 27.

The commission granted 
three conditions that work 
around local ordinances 
and make the project pos-
sible:

 � Reduce the mini-
mum separation from the 
south driveway opening 
on Franklin Street to the 

nearest block corner from 

40 feet to 28 feet.

 � Reduce the minimum 

number of parking spaces 

from 150 to 128.

 � Allow the building to 

include a 48-square-foot 

projecting sign above its 

entrance at Jackson Street 

and Laurel Avenue.

City officials believe 

reducing the separation 

between the driveway and 

the block corner will not 

hamper traffic flow and 

is consistent with some 

downtown properties that 

are allowed a 20-foot sep-

aration, senior planner 

Brian Schweigl said.

City staff figured fewer 

parking spaces would be 

OK because the U.S. Census 

Bureau estimates Janes-

ville’s average rental unit 

has about 1.3 vehicles per 

tenant.

Reducing the minimum 

number of spaces allows 

for 1.4 parking spaces per 

unit, slightly more than the 

census bureau’s estimated 

average, according to a city 

memo.

The city will add six 

street parking stalls on 

Submitted image
This computer-generated image shows what the River Flats 
apartment complex would look like in downtown Janesville.

JANESVILLE

Planned River Flats 
apartments

SOURCE: City of Janesville
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Plan commission 
approves permit 

for River Flats
Complex is third 
to be approved 
in six months
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