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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A
•David Anthony Barnett
•Gerrie Edith (Patnaude) Dunaway
•Melinda “Mindy” (Kiley) Farnsworth
•Nellie Faye Farnsworth
•Brent Gary Jerome
•Robert A. “Bob” Jersild

•Carol R. Johnson-Vine
•Anna Martin
•Jorgen D. Olsen Sr.
•Robert E. Oxley
•Gordon Albert Starks
•David Frank Woodrich

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 82 | Low 56  
Partly sunny and 

beautiful
More on 8A
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rock County itself grew 

modestly over the past 

decade, from 160,331 to 

163,687, according to newly 

released numbers from the 

2020 Census.

That’s a 2.1% increase in 

10 years. The county grew 

much faster during the 

decade from 2000 to 2010, 

a 5.2% rate.

Rock County municipal-

ities that added population 

in the past decade include 

Janesville, Edgerton, the 

town and city of Milton, 

and the towns of Fulton 

and Janesville.

The numbers show 

Evansville was the fastest- 

growing municipality in 

Rock County since 2010. 

That’s no surprise. Evans-
ville has long held that dis-
tinction, in part because 
it’s a bedroom community 
for Madison.

Municipalities that 
lost population since 2010 
include the city of Beloit, 
village of Footville, and 
towns of Bradford, Clinton, 
La Prairie and Rock.

These and many other 
numbers are on the agenda 
of the Rock County Ad Hoc 
Redistricting Committee. 
The committee just held 
its first meeting as it con-
templates redrawing the 
boundaries of the county’s 
29 county board supervi-
sory districts.

“We need to get that 
done as soon as possible so 
people know what the dis-
tricts are when they take 

Population 
growth in 
’10s slows 

ROCK COUNTY

Population changes
according to the 2020 census

SOURCE: US Census
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

EVANSVILLE
Drew Erdmann and Will Church 

used to fish together along Lake 
Leota in their hometown of Evans-
ville.

Erdmann fished alone Saturday. 
William B. Church, 21, was struck 
by a vehicle in the early morning of 
Nov. 17, 2018, and died.

Erdmann and other friends 
and family gathered at the lake to 
remember Church with a potluck, 
badminton and fishing on a warm, 
peaceful day.

“He was always a mood bright-
ener. He’d make you laugh no mat-
ter what,” Erdmann recalled. “The 
look on his face would just cheer 
you up.”

A group ate under a pavilion 
roof next to the lake, sharing smiles 
and memories, but one thing they 
couldn’t share was exactly how 
Church died. The driver was never 
found, so a new GoFundMe fund-
raiser aims to raise money for a 
reward for information.

Church’s mother, Robin Mil-

brandt, has been told he was walk-

ing home from a party on County B 

near Evansville. Some friends had 

left the party earlier and asked if he 

was OK. They were assured he was.

Rescue units were called at 

12:11 a.m.

Milbrandt doesn’t know if any-

one was walking with her son or 

how many people were in the vehi-

cle that hit him. No one has ever 

come forward as far as Milbrandt 

knows.

“We are currently investigating 

it,” Capt. Aaron Burdick of the Rock 

County Sheriff ’s Office detectives 

said last week.

“We have followed up leads. 

We’re still following up leads up 

to today’s date, so it’s still basically 

fresh in our minds, and we’re doing 

our due diligence in trying to solve 

it,” Burdick said. “It’s serious, and 

obviously it’s a tragedy that it hap-

pened.”

William had graduated from 

Evansville High School two years 

2018 death still a mystery

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Drew Erdmann casts his line while fishing during a memorial outing for William Church at Lake Leota in Evansville on 
Saturday. Church, 21, died in a hit-and-run crash north of Evansville in 2018. The driver has never been apprehended.

William Church 
was struck and 
killed by an 
unknown hit-
and-run driver 
while walking 
along a county 
road in the early 
hours of Nov. 17, 
2018.

Submitted photo

2020 CENSUS

County adds about 3,000 people,  
or 2%, between 2010 and 2020

Turn to CENSUS on Page 8A

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

BELOIT
History came to life Sunday as a 

special group of men and women 
were honored for their service 
during World War II before an audi-
ence of 500 people at the Eclipse 
Center in Beloit.

Sunday marked the 76th anni-

versary of the surrender of Japan 

in World War II, with VetsRoll 

hosting the Millennium of Ameri-

can History that brought together 

nearly two dozen World War II-era 

military veterans and women who 

joined the workforce at home, a 

group that came to be known collec-

tively as “Rosie the Riveters.” Speak-

ers read biographies of each veteran 

and riveter to illustrate their heroic 

acts and sacrifices. The honorees 

were all in their 90s, and some were 

older than 100.

Guest speakers included retired 

U.S. Army Maj. Gen. Marcia Ander-

son, retired U.S. Air Force Maj. 

Gen. John Borling, retired National 

Guard Brig. Gen. and Judge James 

P. Daley, Wisconsin Veterans of For-

eign Wars Cmdr. Cory Geisler, Beloit 

businesswoman Diane Hendricks, 

and Wisconsin American Legion 

District One Cmdr. Karl Stuvengen.

Anderson spoke of the World 

VetsRoll marks 76th anniversary of WWII’s end

Friends, family of man killed in hit-and-run gather in solidarity, seek answers

War veterans, those who 
worked at home honored

Turn to VETS on Page 8A

Turn to CHURCH on Page 8A

Opening salvo
Democratic lawyers filed  

a lawsuit Friday that 

alleged the state’s  

legislative districts as 

currently drawn are  

unconstitutional. Page 2A

First look at Love
The Packers lost their 

preseason opener to the 

Texans on Saturday, but 

second-year quarterback 

Jordan Love performed 

well. Page 1B

Fall of Kabul
Chaos reigned in  

Afghanistan’s capital  

Sunday as the elected  

president fled the country 

and Taliban fighters took the 

presidential palace. Page 5B
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