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Lonnie Coplien works on remodeling the wall near the Riverside Park artesian well in Janesville on Tuesday.

City touching up artesian well in Riverside Park

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE
A rural Janesville man arrested Monday on sus-

picion of a second intoxicated driving offense in 
one week was released because of a recent change 
of procedures intended to keep the coronavirus 

out of the jail.
Under normal procedures, Rob-

ert E. Luek, 42, would have been 
jailed pending a court appear-
ance because of the offense was 
suspected to be his fourth intoxi-
cated driving arrest, a felony, offi-
cials said.

But he was released with a court 
date. About 13 hours later, Janes-
ville police arrested him again on 

the same charge after he was spotted driving errat-
ically.

In all, it was Luek’s third intoxicated driving 
arrest in five days. Beloit police had arrested him 
Thursday on OWI and drug paraphernalia charges.

No one was injured in the Janesville incidents.
The jail reduced its population by more than 

half starting in late March as part of an effort to 
prevent a COVID-19 outbreak, which would be dif-
ficult to control in jail conditions.

As part of that effort, the sheriff ’s office, in 
consultation with the district attorney’s office, 

Man jailed  
after series  
of arrests

Luek

He was not held at jail for OWI 
Monday because of virus policy  
and was stopped again Tuesday

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

BELOIT

Beloit city officials are looking 

for reasons why Hispanic residents 

have gotten sick from COVID-19 at 

a disproportionate rate compared to 

other races and ethnic groups, a city 

spokeswoman said.

Nearly half of Rock County’s 

369 confirmed cases are present in 

Hispanic or Latino individuals—an 

ethnic group that makes up 9% of the 

county’s population.

Data from the Rock County Public 

Health Department show 47% of the 

county’s COVID-19 cases are in His-

panic or Latino individuals.

Rock County’s mapping of cases by 

County data show many infections among Latinos

By Jennifer Haberkorn

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

House Democrats on Tuesday released 

a $3 trillion proposal that would provide 

payments to state and local governments 

and another round of $1,200 checks to 

individuals to help them weather the 

coronavirus pandemic, a plan that 

Republicans have already brushed off as 

too expansive and costly.

Members of the House are expected 

to come back to Washington on Friday 

to vote on the bill.

Democrats wrote the bill without 

negotiations with the White House or 

Republicans, meaning the legislation is 

more of a Democratic wish list and will 

need to be changed to pass the GOP-

led Senate and be signed by President  

Donald Trump.

Republicans have signaled they have 

no interest in enacting a new coronavi-

rus response bill anytime soon, meaning 

passage of a law could be weeks away, 

despite mounting unemployment and 

mortality figures.

“This is nothing more than a messag-

ing exercise by House Democrats,” said 

Sen. John Thune of South Dakota, the sec-

ond-ranking Republican in the Senate.

Democrats’ strategy has been focused 

on the idea that the public is eager for 

more government support and pro-

grams—not less—and that Americans 

will favor their expansive, 1,815-page 

proposal.

“It was clear from the very beginning 

of this pandemic that its tragic conse-

quences and scope and impact on the 

American people and the global com-

munity (meant) that robust response was 

essential,” House Majority Leader Steny 

Hoyer, D-Md., said Tuesday.

Called the Heroes Act, the centerpiece 

of the plan is more than $900 billion 

for state and local governments. Dem-

ocrats have focused on ensuring local 

Pelosi unveils $3 trillion relief bill

Associated Press
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., speaks 
Tuesday in Washington about a House proposal 
for a $3 trillion coronavirus aid package that would 
provide nearly $1 trillion for states and cities, ‘haz-
ard pay’ for essential workers and a new round of 
cash payments to individuals.

GOP has no interest  
in Democratic plan

This group makes up 9% of Rock County’s population but is almost half of virus cases
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RELATED
• Walworth County: An employee at a 

health care center has tested positive for COVID-19, 
and an 11th county resident has died from the  
disease./3A

Fauci sounds alarm
Government’s top expert 

on infectious diseases tells 

Senate committee that  

reopening too quickly 

comes with health,  

economic risks. Page 6B

Budget worries
Janesville School District 

officials and board  

members are preparing 

for a substantial budget 

reduction for the 2020-21 

school year. Page 6A

Softball salute
Jasmin Speth was set 

to be the third sister 

in her family to lead 

the Delavan-Darien 

softball program. 
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