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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Mercyhealth on Wednesday 

announced 10% pay reductions 

for employees in leadership posi-

tions systemwide.

The health care system is fac-

ing a $30 million financial blow 

because of managed Medicaid 

issues in the Illinois market, 

according to the news release.

That is in addition to finan-

cial losses caused by COVID-19, 

according to the release.

Mercyhealth CEO Javon Bea 

will be taking a 10% pay cut 

along with other members of the 

health system’s executive team, 

according to an email from Bea 

to leadership and physicians 

obtained by The Gazette.

Bea was paid $8.38 million in 

2016, according to federal tax doc-

uments.

Permanent adjustments 

including job elimination and 

consolidation of overhead and 

administrative departments are 

planned, according to the email.

Low rates of reimbursement 

and difficulties in obtaining pay-

ments from Medicaid managed 

care organizations have created 

financial challenges, according to 

a separate news release Wednes-

day.

Many states, including Illi-

nois, contract with managed 

care organizations to deliver 

health care services to people 

who qualify for Medicaid such 

as low-income people, families 

and children, pregnant women, 

the elderly and people with dis-

abilities.

Mercyhealth in the release 

said it has a “large volume” of 

Medicaid managed care organi-

zation patients in the Rockford, 

Illinois, area.

To remedy the losses, Mer-

cyhealth is dropping IlliniCare, 

Meridian, Molina and Blue Cross 

Mercyhealth brass taking pay cut
CEO Bea to see  

10% pay reduction

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville Farmers Market will open 

in downtown Janesville on May 2, but this 

year’s market won’t be a hub of social activ-

ity—at least not in the short term.

Under new limits that account for 

COVID-19, crowds and vendors will be lim-

ited. And until Gov. Tony Evers’ orders on 

public gatherings and crowd size are lifted, 

the market won’t offer music, craft booths, 

food trucks and leisurely Saturday morning 

coffee klatches.

Those limits, market 

director Emily Arthur said, 

are aimed at preventing 

people from milling around 

the market or forming lines 

and crowds.

State rules on essential 

businesses appear to allow 

farmers markets to operate. 

Janesville Farmers Market 

board member Steve Knox said the board 

decided to open the market in May in keep-

ing with its usual timeline.

The decision comes as state officials plan 

to offer new guidance on farmers markets 

and how they should operate during the 

pandemic.

The Janesville market has laid out a new 

playbook it will use this year to adhere to 

social distancing guidelines and limits on 

public gatherings, which will remain in 

place until at least the end of May.

Most significantly, the market will limit 

customers to one person per family, and all 

fresh food will have to be individually pack-

aged.

Vendors will be spread out farther along 

North Main Street to maintain physical dis-

tance, and booths will be set up to keep dis-

tance between vendors and customers.

“Our goal is to try to find a sense of what 

a new normal may be in our little slice of 

the world, the farmers market,” Knox 

Farmers  
market will 

open but  
with changes

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The clock started ticking 

back in March, when employ-

ees at the Humane Society of 

Southern Wisconsin heard 

rumblings about coronavirus 

and the impact it could have 

in Wisconsin.

The humane society had 

hoped to find homes for every 

one of its animals—whether 

they lived in the building or 

in foster care—before things 

got bad, Executive Director 

Michael McManus said.

“In the beginning of March, 

we heard there were some 

things happening in China, 

and we didn’t know what was 

going to happen as far as ani-

mals in Wisconsin. But we 

knew there could be issues,” 

McManus said.

“We decided, ‘Let’s make a 

good effort to clear the shelter’ 

because it didn’t look good.”

Today, they’re down to 10 

cats in the building.

The coronavirus has 

changed life at the shelter. 

Animals continue to receive 

care, but the humane soci-

ety has shortened hours of 

operation and shifted animal 

visits to appointment-only. 

Employees work in split shifts 

to avoid having too many peo-

ple in the building at one time. 

The facility is cleaned four 

times a day.

The building also has a sep-

arate kennel with protective 

equipment in case an animal 

is surrendered from a home 

with a case of COVID-19.

McManus said the society 

usually accepts animals from 

Southern states and adopts 

them out, but that program is 

on hold for now.

Locally, the shelter has 

found 42 foster homes for 

puppies and kittens. Thirteen 

dogs, 21 cats and two rabbits 

have been adopted in April, 

and 22 lost dogs and four lost 

cats were returned to their 

owners.

“Considering everything, 

we have been very successful in 

bringing animals to their for-

ever homes,” McManus said.

Pet adoption fetches interest
Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

Adoption counselor Reghan Linneman cleans cat cages Tuesday at the Humane Society of Southern Wisconsin in Janesville.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Newly adopted Peri—short for Periwinkle—pokes his head out of 
Meredith Eaton’s front door in Janesville.

Humane society 
tried to clear shelter  
ahead of pandemic

Organizers limiting shoppers  
to one person per family
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Outbreak sourced 

to meatpacker
At least 147 coronavirus 

infections reported among 

employees of a Green Bay 

facility and members of 

their families. Page 2A

Damage assessed
Fire officials said 12 trailers 

were damaged in a fire 

Tuesday night at Lakeland 

RV Campground in the 

town of Milton near Lake 

Koshkonong. Page 4A

Moments of truth
What will the Green Bay 

Packers do on the first 

night of the NFL draft? 

And will the league’s 

first-ever virtual selection 

meeting work? Page 1B
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