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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Thomas “Tom Cat” Anderson Sr.
•Violet Lois Casper
•Suzanne J. Elmer
•Terrance L. Howland
•Barbara L. Johnson
•Lois C. Kerl

•Robert “Bob” McCann
•Joel Richard Myers
•Margaret M. Pater
•Eric W. “Porchy” Porter
•Lars Prip

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 79 | Low 52  

Partly sunny  
and pleasant
More on 9A

Former cop  

pleads guilty
Prosecutor says he will seek 

‘lengthy’ prison sentence 

for repeated sexual assault 

of a child. Page 3A
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By Gretchen Ehlke  

and Jeff Baenen

Associated Press

A Wisconsin man killed 

three of his family mem-

bers before blasting his way 

into the home of a stranger 

he had been harassing 

through text messages and 

killing her, authorities said 

Tuesday, speculating that 

he might have been trying 

to imitate last year’s home 

invasion and abduction of 
teenager Jayme Closs.

Ritchie German Jr., 33, 

shot his mother, brother 
and 8-year-old nephew at 
their home in Lafayette, 

likely on or before Saturday 
morning, Chippewa County 
Sheriff Jim Kowalczyk said 

at a news conference. On 

Sunday night, he drove 

about 10 miles to the Lake 

Hallie home of 24-year-old 

Laile Vang, blasted his way 

inside with a shotgun, and 

shot and wounded her par-

ents before killing her. He 

then killed himself in the 

home, where several oth-

ers were hiding, the sher-

iff said.

German left his car run-

ning outside of the Vangs’ 

home and had items in it—

including handcuffs and a 

loaded handgun clip—that 

led investigators to believe 

he could have been planning 

to imitate last October’s 

deadly home invasion and 

abduction of Jayme from 

her family’s home just 40 

miles away, the sheriff said. 

In both cases, the attackers 

used guns to blast their way 

into the homes.

However, Kowalczyk 

said investigators might 

never know why German 

carried out the attacks.

“What was the motive? 

Why did this happen? I 

don’t have the answer,” he 

said, asking anyone who 

had been in contact with 

German in the last week to 

call the sheriff ’s office.

A couple of days before 

Weekend shootings shared some similarities with Closs saga
Gunman pursued, 
victimized woman 
he had never met

A Lake Hallie 
police officer 
works outside a 
home Monday 
after a shooting 
there the night 
before. Author-
ities in north-
western Wiscon-
sin said shootings 
at two homes left 
five people dead, 
including the sus-
pected shooter.

Associated Press

Turn to SHOOTINGS on Page 5A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The work to replace much of 

West Milwaukee Street—includ-

ing new water mains, a new 

street surface, and new curbs, 

gutters and sidewalks—isn’t 

scheduled to begin until April 

2021.

But area business operators, 

building owners and some resi-

dents who live nearby had ques-

tions—and suggestions for pos-

sible tweaks—on plan designs a 

consultant showed Tuesday at 

Janesville City Hall.

Before a public forum the city 

held with project designer, MSA 

Professional Services, multiple 

residents asked city and MSA 

officials for more information 

about several proposed “table-

top” intersections that are part 

of the project.

According to designs on dis-

play Tuesday, the $5.1 million, 

mostly federally funded proj-

ect includes removal of traf-

fic signals where Milwaukee 

Street intersects Academy, Jack-

son and River streets. Those 

signals would be replaced by 

raised “tabletops” of pavement 

that would gradually rise 4 to 

5 inches over a span of 7 feet. 

The raised pavement would 

force traffic to slow down before 

going through the intersection, 

said Brian Huibregtse, a design 

engineer for MSA.

He said traffic volumes on 

West Milwaukee Street are low 

enough that four-way stoplights 

are unnecessary and that the 

cost of upgrading or even main-

taining them is “not warranted.”

The change would give 

motorists on West Milwaukee 

Street the right of way with two-

way stops at the cross streets 

and make the street a more 

A project preview

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Construction continues on the Milwaukee Street bridge on Tuesday with West 
Milwaukee Street in the background. The city plans to replace water mains, 
the street surface, and curbs, gutters and sidewalks on West Milwaukee Street 
during the spring and summer of 2021.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rock County is likely suffer-

ing from an increase in opioid 

overdoses for the same reasons 

Milwaukee and Dane counties 

are—a “bad batch” of heroin, 

probably laced with fentanyl.

The Rock County Heroin 

Task Force issued an alert 

Monday, citing information 

from the Rock County Public 

Health Department.

The department saw an 

increase of “potential opi-

oid-related overdose hospi-

talizations” in the two weeks 

from July 15-29.

The Milwaukee County 

medical examiner reported 14 

overdose deaths from Friday 

through Sunday.

Dane County authorities 

issued an alert last week after 

six overdoses were reported at 

hospitals July 14-22, according 

to news reports.

The Rock County Medical 

Examiner’s Department, how-

ever, saw no overdose deaths 

over the weekend or yet this 

week, Director of Operations 

Barry Irmen said.

Rock County Health 

Department epidemiologist 

Nick Zupan emailed the task 

force Monday and asked that 

the information be widely dis-

tributed, said Erin Davis, task 

force member and executive 

director of Janesville Mobiliz-

ing 4 Change.

Zupan said Tuesday he 

receives information on poten-

tial opioid overdoses involved 

in Rock County hospital 

a d m i s s i o n s 

and emergen-

cy-room visits, 

and the recent 

numbers are 

higher than 

usual.

Zupan said 

normal for 

Rock County 

would be a 

“small handful” of such cases 

over 14 days, and that number 

increased for July 15-29.

Janesville 

police officer 

Chad Wood-

man, whose 

job is to help 

drug users 

recover, said 

he saw four 

overdoses last 

week, one of 

them resulting 

in the death of an 18-year-old.

“When I see that many come 

in in that timeframe, based on 

where we were at two weeks 

ago, it’s a pretty good indicator 

of heroin with a higher amount 

of fentanyl than usual,” Wood-

man said.

Heidi Van 

Kirk of Rock 

River Recov-

ery Network, a 

new nonprofit 

that aims to 

improve local 

drug treat-

ment, said she 

heard of a case 

of a user who thought the “her-

oin” he bought looked different 

Heroin, opioid 
warning issued  
for Rock County

Davis

Woodman

Van Kirk

Residents get chance to discuss 2021 West Milwaukee Street work

Multiple residents asked city officials and those from project 

designer MSA Professional Services for more information about 

several proposed ‘tabletop’ intersections that are part of the  

West Milwaukee Street replacement project.
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Officials fear heroin 
recently in area   

laced with fentanyl   

A champ on the mat
Brianna Staebler of Whitewater 

turned her passion for wrestling 

into a national championship in 

her under-16 age group earlier 

this month. Page 1B
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