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Giving it a shot
The WIAA’s Board of 

Control approved delayed 

starting dates for fall 

sports, paving the way for 

teams to play. Page 1B

Payment problems
People with car loans could be 

in a tough spot if extra money 

for unemployment recipients 

expires later this month. 

Work & Wheels, inside
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and sunshine
More on 11A
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

In the drive-thru at CVS 

Pharmacy in Beloit, Janesville 

bartender Kendra Hoskins took 

a COVID-19 nasal swab test.

When she finished, she 

sealed the swab in a test tube 

and opened a storage box in the 

drive-thru that collects COVID-

19 test samples before they’re 

shipped to a laboratory.

Hoskins said the drop box 

was so clogged with other peo-

ple’s test samples that she had to 

cram in her test kit to make it fit.

That was on July 8.

Hoskins said she waited and 

waited for test results that she 

initially thought she would get 

in three days. A week passed, 

then 10 days. Still no word.

While she waited, Hoskins 

opted to self-isolate and stay 

home from her job managing 

the bar at the East Point Sportz 
Pub—a move that scuttled her 
paycheck and left the bar scram-
bling to cover her daytime shift.

On Wednesday—14 days 
after she’d gotten tested at 
CVS—Hoskins’ results finally 
showed up through an app the 
pharmacy instructed her to set 
up on her phone. She had tested 
negative.

Hoskins’ experience comes 
as local and state health offi-
cials are acknowledging that 
COVID-19 testing has become 
bogged down at some laborato-
ries, mostly because of a nation-
wide spike in novel coronavirus 

cases and an increase in testing.
“It’s good to know, finally,” 

Hoskins said. “But it was a 
stressful time. I knew I’d have 
to wait for test results. But two 
weeks?”

In an email to The Gazette 
this week, state Department of 
Health Services spokeswoman 
Elizabeth Goodsitt explained 
the logjam in testing:

“As the increased spread of 
illness happens across the coun-
try, we are seeing significantly 
slower turnaround times at the 
national reference laboratories, 
including those that pharma-
cies like CVS, Walgreens and 

Walmart use, and that health 

care providers use to supple-

ment their own testing capac-

ity.”

The bottleneck, health offi-

cials acknowledge, means some 

people—often those without 

access to a regular doctor or 

health care network—are wait-

ing days, if not weeks, to get test 

results returned.

That has potentially negative 

ripple effects as public health 

officials work to track, quantify 

and respond to the ongoing rise 

in coronavirus cases.

Johns Hopkins University 

estimates the virus has infected 

15 million people globally. In the 

U.S., more than 140,000 people 

have died from COVID-19 ill-

nesses, according to a recent 

Associated Press report.

A Morgan Stanley biotech-

nology analyst estimated this 

TWO WEEKS OF WAITING

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Kendra Hoskins pours a drink for a customer while bartending at East Point Sportz Pub in Janesville on Thursday. Hoskins recently self-quar-
antined at home for two weeks while waiting for the results of a COVID-19 test taken at a CVS Pharmacy in Beloit.

Bartender mired in 14 days of uncertainty after drive-thru coronavirus test

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
The Walworth County Agricultural 

Society Board decided Thursday to 
cancel the county fair and Ribfest, the 
two largest events at the fairgrounds 
in Elkhorn.

“The board was concerned these 
events could pose a risk to Walworth 
County residents by attracting visitors 
from areas with much higher COVID-
19 infection rates,” Larry Gaffey, Wal-
worth County Fairgrounds general 
manager, said in a news release.

“Ribfest and the fair are the larg-
est events we hold at the fairgrounds, 
attracting people from as far away as 
Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota and other 
counties in Wisconsin,” Gaffey con-
tinued. “The board feared the influx 
of visitors could strain the county’s 
public health system.”

JANESVILLE
Karen Lisser went undercover 

as a homeless woman in Janesville 

for three days and 

two nights in the late 

1990s.

The executive 

director of ECHO col-

ored her hair, wore 

no makeup and 

dressed in donated 

clothing to better 

understand what 

homeless people 

experience.

When Lisser went 

to ECHO to apply for 

food, the reception-

ist, who did not recognize her, told 

her she had to wait because people 

were ahead of her.

Later, Lisser walked to the 

Empty 
grounds
Walworth County Fair, 

Ribfest canceled

ECHO executive 
stepping down 
after 25 years “It’s good to know, finally.

But it was a stressful time. 

I knew I’d have to wait for test results. 
But two weeks?”

—Kendra Hoskins
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By Susan Tompor

Detroit Free Press

U
p to $600 extra a week in 

unemployment benefits 

during the COVID-19 eco-

nomic meltdown plugged a 

lot of holes in everyday budgets.

Yet as the extra money is sched-

uled to phase out by the end of July, 

it’s likely more people could strug-

gle making their car payments in 

the months ahead. Some might even 

find it more difficult to get extra help 

than they can imagine.

Consumers who face financial 

hardships during the pandemic 

aren’t always happy after trying to 

get breaks on their auto loans, based 

on skyrocketing complaints to a fed-

eral consumer watchdog agency.

Many times, consumers said 

they were having trouble manag-

ing the auto loan or lease during the 

economic downturn but could not 

. Increasingly, consumers 

crush of people with no money,” said 

Ed Mierzwinski. senior director, fed-

eral consumer program for the U.S. 

PIRG Education Fund.

“They’re going to fall off another 

cliff —no money cliff.”

Auto lenders, much like credit 

card issuers and others, have some 

leeway to allow borrowers to skip car 

payments without damaging their 

credit scores during the coronavirus 

crisis. But borrowers must contact 

their lenders, just like they would 

have to do if seeking a mortgage for-

bearance, if they want a break.

Already, roughly 7.5% of auto 

loans saw terms changed in some 

way to assist troubled borrow-

ers as of June 23, according to data 

from Equifax. Loan accommoda-

tions could include partial pay-

ment plans and deals where a bor-

rower might stop making payments 

for a few months and resume mak-

ing payments later. Less than 1% of 

car loans had such accommodations 

fore the economic 
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