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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Allan L. Bestul
•Ronald R. Brown
•Edsel Leland Fishel
•Jean M. Giese
•Ricky Guy “Rick” Hall

•Dr. John F. Kozlowicz
•Tyler J. Smith
•Catherine G. Stewart
•Orva L. Suprise
•Alexander Ulbrich

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 31 | Low 22  
Clouds breaking 

for some sun
More on 7A

Man charged in burned body case
A Franklin man was charged in Milwaukee County in connection with a 

pair of bodies that were found in a burn pit in Walworth County. Page 3A

Evers still wants Medicaid expansion
The Democratic governor told Republican lawmakers he still wants to 

pursue more federal health care funding. Page 2A

Blue Devils take down Crimson Tide
A stretch of five pins 

in six matches helped 

Evansville/Albany 

beat Edgerton in a 

Rock Valley wrestling 

dual meet. Page 1B

By Frank Schultz and Ashley McCallum

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

Prosecutors charged an 

Edgerton man Tuesday with sell-

ing a gun later used by a teen to 

shoot himself at an Edgerton 

house party.

Corey J. Nicks, 24, of 1040 Hain 

Road, was charged in Rock County 

Court with providing a dangerous 

weapon to a person under 18.

An 18-year-old used the weapon 

to shoot himself during a party at 

a residence Sept. 16, according to 

Edgerton police reports obtained 

by The Gazette, but the teen did 

not get the gun directly from 

Nicks, according to the criminal 

complaint.

The handgun was reported 

stolen July 10 from an Edgerton 

resident who had left it in an un-

locked pickup truck outside his 

residence, according to the crimi-

nal complaint.

Nicks told police he bought the 

gun from a Beloit man and trad-

ed it to a 17-year-old Edgerton boy 

for marijuana, according to the 

Man charged in sale of gun used in suicide

Nicks

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The president of the YMCA of Northern 

Rock County board has resigned, saying 

he lacks the expertise to deal with a board 

that has become “divided” under a 
cloud of concerns by Y members.

Jeff Jensen took the helm late 
last year but resigned from the 
14-person board Saturday, accord-
ing to an email Jensen provided 
The Gazette.

Jensen steps down amid an out-
cry by members who claim the Y’s 
governance and financial dealings 
lack transparency and as a group of mem-
bers has been threatening to sue the Y over 
an open records request it says the Y has 

not adequately responded to.
One group member said 

Tuesday the group is backing off 
its threats to sue for the time being.

Jensen wrote that his resigna-
tion is “immediate” and comes as 
the board has become “divided” 
over “complex and emotional is-
sues” he says he “lacks the exper-
tise and experience” to handle.

Jensen’s resignation letter reads:
“This letter evidences my decision to re-

sign as a member of the Board of Directors 

of the YMCA of Northern Rock County 

effective immediately. I have been a part 

of this organization since 2018 and over 

that time have developed a deep respect 

for all of you, as well as the staff that serves 

our members. I joined the Board because 

I believed in the mission of the YMCA and 

all it does for the community. I still believe 

in that mission today.

“Currently, our organization is dealing 

with a situation that has divided the Board 

By Jonah Beleckis and Nate Jackson

Gazette staff

ELKHORN
An African-American man who lives in 

Elkhorn says the nearly $4,000 in zoning cita-

tions he received after hosting a private event 

were racially motivated because those viola-

tions are rarely if ever enforced on others.

Lawyers for John Neighbors, 36, filed a notice 

of claim with Walworth County 

in October seeking $500,000 for 

emotional injury and $3 million 

in punitive damages for how the 

county punished Neighbors for 

hosting party-goers during a 

concert at the Alpine Valley 

Music Theatre.

The Walworth County Board 

denied the claim last month, and 

county zoning officials dispute 

Neighbors’ assertions, saying they have issued 

citations for a similar campground violation be-

fore. The official who issued the citations said 

the Neighbors case was not racially motivated.

Two former Walworth County prosecutors 

representing Neighbors say what their client 

did is “rampant” throughout the county but 

never enforced.

The county cited Neighbors, however, for not 

having a conditional-use permit when he host-

ed people on his property in June when Dead 

& Company performed at the East Troy theater 

about 3 miles away.

Neighbors, a business owner who has been 

in the area for 19 years, told The Gazette on 

Tuesday his property was not open to the gen-

eral public and that all money from attendees 

was used for accommodations and not for per-

sonal profit.

Daniel Necci, who was the Walworth 

County District Attorney until 2016, and Cody 

Horlacher, who is in the state Assembly and also 

used to work in the DA’s office, want a judge to 

dismiss the citations for selective prosecution 

of “broad” ordinances.

YMCA board president resigns

Jensen

‘Complex, emotional’ 
issues prompt change

Turn to RESIGN on Page 7A

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

W
hen people say “kids these 
days,” they’re often com-
plaining about young peo-

ple’s character, work ethic and values.

When Janesville police officer 

Justin Stubbendick says “kids these 

days,” he’s usually praising their char-

acter, work ethic and values.

A gymnasium full of Craig High 

School students proved his point 

Tuesday when they gathered to honor 

4-year-old Isaac Johnson, a boy whose 

story inspired them to raise $10,000 

for his medical treatment.

Isaac was diagnosed with high-

risk stage 4 neuroblastoma, a type of 

cancer, in March 2017. He has endured 

eight rounds of chemotherapy, two 

Craig students rally for Isaac

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Isaac Johnson, right, and his mother, Debbie, are greeted by Janesville police officers and Craig High School students and teachers 
during a ceremony Tuesday at Craig High in Janesville.

High school seniors lead effort to raise $10,000 for 4-year-old’s cancer treatments

Turn to GUN on Page 6A

Man claims 
county levied 
zoning fines 
improperly

Neighbors

Elkhorn resident says county gave 
him racially motivated citations

Turn to ISAAC on Page 7A
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