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High 41 | Low 28  

Mostly cloudy
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Vos stresses patience on medicinal marijuana
Leader of the state Assembly says it is unlikely the drug will be approved 

for medical uses anytime soon despite public support. Page 2A

Bucks hang on
Milwaukee fended off  

a second-half surge from  

Anthony Davis, LeBron James 

to beat the LA Lakers, 111-104, 

Thursday night. Page 1B

After vote, impeachment trial timeline unclear
Lawmakers are leaving Washington for their home districts with Pelosi, 

McConnell at odds over next steps in process. Page 6B
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By Don Lee

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
The House of Representatives 

on Thursday overwhelmingly 
passed the new North Ameri-
can trade deal, voting in unusu-
ally bipartisan fashion just a day 
after impeaching President Don-
ald Trump strictly on party lines.

Approval of the trade bill, 
which now goes to the Senate 
for almost-certain ratification, 
did far more than help Trump 
notch a major achievement: It 
marked a significant change in 
U.S. economic strategy toward 
the rest of the world.

For much of the last 70 years, 
throughout the Cold War and 

down to more recent times, 
Washington used America’s vast 
wealth and economic power to 

build friendships and alliances 
that bolstered national security.

That strategy included a 

fundamental commitment to 

free trade—opening the large 

U.S. market to products from all 

over the world. For the most part, 

American companies and their 

workers had to compete against 

foreign businesses and labor 

with little or no protection from 

the federal government.

As Trump has long com-

plained, that free-trade pol-

icy cost millions of American 

jobs. But leaders of both parties 

and economic experts consid-

ered it worth the price because 

it boosted American growth, 

generating many new jobs, and 

opened new opportunities for 

many U.S. companies to profit in 

a global economy. At the same 

time, it helped cement U.S. lead-

ership in the world.

“In the post-World War II era, 

we were so much more powerful 

Calling it a career

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

If you plan to cook for a 

crowd next week, start cleaning 

your kitchen now.

Jason Egner, executive 

chef at Edgerton Hospital and 

Health Services, said a clean 

and organized kitchen is the 

key to staying calm, cool and 

collected while cooking for 

friends and family during the 

holidays.

The Gazette interviewed 

chefs who are experienced in 

preparing food for crowds and 

asked for tips and tricks for hol-

iday cooking.

Egner makes lists well in 

advance to map out what needs 

to be done on which days, he 

said.

It’s easy to forget steps or 

ingredients in the chaos. Lists 

can prevent that, Egner said.

Cooking for a crowd is all 

Culinary 
guidance 
to please 
the crowd

FOOD SAFETY TIPS 
The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 
provides the following tips and 
guidelines for food safety.

Clean and wash your hands 
and surfaces often.

 �Wash your hands for 20 
seconds with soap and water 
before, during and after pre-
paring or eating food.

 �Rinse fresh fruits and 
vegetables.

 �Avoid cross contamina-
tion.

 �Use separate cutting 
boards and plates for raw 
meat, poultry and seafood.

 �Keep raw meat, poul-
try, seafood and eggs away 
from other foods while grocery 
shopping and while storing.

Cook and chill to the right 
temperatures.

 �Cook beef, pork veal and 
lamb to 145 degrees.

 �Cook ground beef and 
pork to 160 degrees. 

 �Cook poultry, leftovers 
and casserole to 165 degrees.

 �Cook ham and fin fish to 
145 degrees.

 �Keep your refrigerator 
below 40 degrees. 

 �Refrigerate perishable 
foods within two hours. 

 � Thaw frozen food in a 
refrigerator, cold water or 
microwave. Never thaw foods 
on counters. 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

J
ohn Beckord first set foot in 
Janesville as a member of a 
1980s rock band that took up a 
short residency playing gigs at a 

local hotel.

He returned in 2001, no longer as 

a guitar player and singer, but, rather, 

to serve as Forward Janesville’s presi-

dent and CEO.

Now, 19 years after taking the 

helm of the city’s chamber of com-

merce and after a more than 30-year 

career spanning Washington, D.C., 

and four Midwestern cities, Beckord 

is retiring.

The chamber leader delivered the 

news to the Forward Janesville Board 

of Directors on Thursday. The deci-

sion set gears turning on a national 

search to find Beckord’s replacement.

Beckord said he aims to be retired 

sometime in spring 2020.

The last two decades in Janesville 
have brought Beckord in touch with 
some of the brightest minds and the 
greatest community leaders he has 
ever known, he said. He has found 
the work of being the local business 
community’s lead voice and liaison 
rewarding, even though part of his 
tenure included a historic recession 
and closure of Janesville’s General 
Motors plant.

A decade after Beckord began 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Forward Janesville President John Beckord stands near The Bubbler fountain at the ARISE Town Square in downtown Janesville.

Forward Janesville President John Beckord retiring next spring

USMCA trade deal marks shift

Associated Press
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., meets with reporters at the Cap-
itol in Washington on Thursday, the day the House passed a new North 
American trade deal and a day after it voted to impeach President Don-
ald Trump.

Area cooks divulge  
best food prep advice

Trump guides shift  
in US approach

Turn to PREP on Page 7A

Turn to BECKORD on Page 6A

Turn to TRADE on Page 7A
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