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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 27 | Low 6  
A little morning 
snow, up to 1”
More on 9A

Music’s role 

in kindergarten
This week in kindergarten 

looks at the important role 

music plays in the lives 

of young students.  
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Bucks top Thunder
Giannis Antetokounmpo 

scored 35 points to lead 

Milwaukee to a 121-119 

win Sunday night in 

Oklahoma City.  
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Associated Press
Fans cheer in the final seconds of Green Bay’s 24-16 win over the Carolina Panthers on Sunday at Lambeau Field 
in Green Bay. Running back Aaron Jones gained 93 yards rushing and scored three touchdowns to help Green Bay 
improve to 8-2 on the season. Story, photos on Page 1B.

Stopping by Lambeau Field on a snowy evening

By David Crary

AP National Writer

Back in 1973, tens of millions of Americans tuned 

in to what Variety called “the hottest daytime soap 

opera”—the Senate Watergate hearings that even-

tually led to President Richard Nixon’s resignation.

It was a communal experience, and by some esti-

mates, more than 80% of Americans tuned in to 

at least part of the Watergate telecasts. They were 

offered by ABC, CBS and NBC, as well as PBS, which 

won acclaim and viewers by showing not only the 

live hearings but also the full-length replays in 

prime time.

Seeing the witnesses lay out the case against the 

president moved public opinion decidedly in favor 

of impeachment.

But this time might be different.

When the House impeachment inquiry of Presi-

dent Donald Trump begins its public phase Wednes-

day, people will be watching on screens large and 

small. Many, in fact, are likely to be watching the 

proceedings on more than one screen, with real-

time reinforcement of their preexisting views of 

Trump on social media platforms and other ven-

ues that did not exist in Nixon’s time.

In the Watergate era, there was no Fox News 

or nationally prominent conservative talk radio 

shows, which today are favored by many of Trump’s 

supporters. Nor was there the equivalent of MSNBC, 

which caters to left-of-center partisans.

“People now have a far greater variety of options 

as to how to consume this,” said professor Tobe 

Berkovitz, a former political media consultant who 

teaches communications at Boston University.

“Everyone might watch the same hearing, but 

then people are going to divide into camps in terms 

of how they want to engage with the analysis,” he 

said. “You’re going to pick who you want to inter-

pret and propagandize.”

Two decades before Watergate, Americans had 

their first collective immersion in live telecasts of a 

high-stakes Washington hearing when Sen. Joseph 

McCarthy, R-Wis., polarized the country with his 

relentless pursuit of suspected communist sympa-

thizers. Joseph Welch, a lawyer representing the 

Army, is remembered to this day for his question to 

McCarthy in 1954: “Have you no sense of decency, 

sir?”

The Watergate hearings produced a comparably 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Emergency dispatch operators in 

Rock County have a new tool that allows 

them to track 911 callers faster and more 

accurately than ever before.

The service is free to registered 

911 centers from RapidSOS Clearing-

house, a company formed by former 

Federal Communications Commission 

commissioners, according to news 
reports.

Dispatchers can start a search for the 
cellphone within seconds by keying in 
the phone number. A Google map with 
a dot representing the phone appears 

almost instantly, said 
Kathy Sukus, director of 
Rock County Communi-
cations.

The dispatcher can 
then track the phone’s 
movements.

Sukus said the tool 
has already been put to 
use, guiding Janesville 

police to a caller who was suspected of 

being suicidal and who became evasive.

“We could see where he was walk-

ing,” Sukus said.

Sukus said dispatchers led police to 

the man. She did not know the outcome.

At first blush, the technology seems 

to pose questions about privacy and gov-

ernment intrusion, but Sukus said:

 � It only works if someone calls 911. 

No one can use it to track a pre-selected 

number.

 � The system is active for a matter 

of minutes after each call comes in and 

then it shuts down, so if dispatchers 

don’t begin tracking promptly, they lose 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Every other year, students 

in Rock County’s middle and 

high schools take the Youth 

Risk Survey.

Developed for the federal 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, the survey 

covers everything from drug 

and alcohol use to sexting, 

texting and screen use.

The results are reported 

across all students and by 

gender.

Of the 50 questions asked 

of high school students, only 

four showed more than 15% 

difference between genders.

Of the 40 questions asked 

of middle-schoolers, only 

Watergate redux? Impeachment inquiry heads for TV

Associated Press
A May 18, 1973, photo shows a hearing of the Senate select committee 
on the Watergate case on Capitol Hill in Washington. In 1973, millions of 
Americans tuned in to the Senate Watergate hearings that eventually led 
to President Richard Nixon’s resignation. For multiple reasons, notably a 
transformed media landscape, there’s unlikely to be a similar experience 
when the House impeachment inquiry targeting Donald Trump goes on 
national television starting Wednesday.

Youth survey reveals differences  
in mental health between girls, boys

ROCK COUNTY

Youth risk survey of 
high school students

SOURCE: Department of Public Instruction, 
Rock County 2019 High School Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey. 

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com

Percentage of students
with self-reported depression.

MalesFemales

41%
23%

Percentage of students
with self-reported anxiety.

MalesFemales

64% 37%

Gender gap

Rock County 911 dispatchers now can track cellphones

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Rock County Communications Center shift supervi-
sor Kathy Churchill points to the current location of 
a cellphone used to call 911, a function made pos-
sible through RapidSOS Clearinghouse technology. 

Service allows tracking 
to begin in just seconds

Turn to SURVEY on Page 9A

Turn to TRACKER on Page 8A

Turn to IMPEACH on Page 9A
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