Triple play

Taking the stage

Rock County virus data

Sisters Jasmin, at left,
Jennah and Jaida Speth,
Delavan-Darien High
grads, now all play on the
same Division I softball
team at IUPUI. Page 1B

UW-Whitewater students
graduating this spring will have
the opportunity to walk across
the commencement stage to be
part of a recorded graduation
ceremony. Page 6A

New
Trend*
Total
-9
14,747
Cases ..........17
Deaths ........0
0
163
Total
Change
Hosp. .....4 (March 23) 0 (from March 16)
Monday’s positivity rate: 16%
*-The trend column shows how many more or
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same
day in the previous week.
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Virus variant
found in county
Health department
reports state finding

only done on a portion of the
positive cases, so we do not
know how many cases there
are in Rock County,” Faber
said.
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Turn to VARIANT on Page 7A

Delayed oil spill report
shakes residents’ trust
Enbridge pipeline lost
oil near Rock River,
Lake Koshkonong
By Laura Schulte
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
Residents near the site of
a 2019 pipeline leak are questioning why the Canadian oil
company in charge of the line
didn’t notify them sooner.
Enbridge Energy waited
more than a year to notify
the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources of a spill on
one of its pipelines running
through southcentral Wisconsin, leaving residents wondering if their wells could be
impacted by petroleum products.
Line 13, also known as the
Southern Lights Pipeline,
starts in Manhattan, Illinois,
and runs through Wisconsin and Minnesota, delivering products to Enbridge’s
Edmonton terminal in
Alberta, Canada, according

to the company’s website. The
line transports 180,000 barrels per day of petroleum diluent, which is used to dilute
heavy oils for easier transportation.
The spill took place in
Fort Atkinson, on Blackhawk
Island Road near the Rock
River and Lake Koshkonong.
According to a report from
Enbridge, a whistle alarm
alerted the company to the
leak on April 26, 2019. After
that, samples were collected
from around the site to determine where the leak was coming from. It wasn’t until May
17 that the leak was identified
as coming from a faulty elbow
joint and stopped. The valve
was replaced June 2.
The company continued to
excavate the site and test soil
and nearby wells for contamination, but the leak was not
reported to the DNR until July
31, 2020, over a year after the
spill occurred. In November,
the company reached the conclusion that 29 to 33 barrels

Turn to SPILL on Page 7A

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Steven C. Becker
•Victor Edward
Chesmore Sr.
•Patrick T. Courtney
•Richard Allan “Dick” Elliott
•Clark A. Hofer

•Kelly (Fulton) Kubly
•Gail “GG” Kuhlow
•Carla Jean (Farris) Lyons
•Matthew A. “Matt”
McCartney
•Penny A. Perkins

•Elizabeth A. Reid
•Jacqueline J. (Hohmann)
“Jackie” Wales
•Clarence D. “Butch”
Wendtland

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
Eva Jaime, a manager at Cozumel Mexican Restaurant in Janesville, mixes a strawberry margarita for dine-in customers Monday evening at the restaurant’s bar. The restaurant’s managers say they’re looking into how to best
package to-go alcoholic cocktails after a new state law was signed last week that allows bars and restaurants to
sell sealed cocktails and wine to go.

‘SOMETHING EXTRA’
After law change, restaurants ready to try wine, cocktails to go
By Neil Johnson
njohnson@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

Cozumel Mexican Restaurant manager Miguel
Lopez says getting the state’s permission to sell carryout margaritas probably won’t backfill the 30%
decrease in business he saw during parts of the pandemic.
But he thinks carryout margaritas with an order
of burritos certainly won’t hurt business.
A bill Gov. Tony Evers signed into law last week
allows licensed bars and restaurants to sell mixed

alcoholic drinks and wine in sealed carryout containers, starting Monday. Lopez and others say they’re
still examining the law change, including considering what kinds of containers to buy for carryout alcoholic drinks.
“Even before the pandemic, for many years, our
customers have asked us all the time for margaritas
to go,” Lopez said. “Sometimes they didn’t understand the situation that we weren’t allowed to sell
alcohol like that, even though a margarita might go
very good with a meal to go.
“Especially now, I think the law change is a good

Turn to DRINKS on Page 7A

GIFTS Men’s Shelter in search of new director
Man hired last year left
job earlier this month
By Neil Johnson
njohnson@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

GIFTS Men’s Shelter is hunting for a new director, the second
time in a year the nonprofit homeless shelter has seen turnover in its
top ranks, a board member confirmed Friday.
GIFTS board member Sarah
Hawthorne said she is temporarily directing the 42-bed shelter on Janesville’s northwest side.
She confirmed the shelter has
launched a national search for a
new leader after Director John
Koesema left earlier this month
after just six months at the helm.
Koesema came to GIFTS last
summer after a decade of running
an urban shelter on the south side

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 58 | Low 29
Breezy with
clouds and sun
More on 7A

Gazette file photo
GIFTS Men’s Shelter is hunting for a new director, the second time in a year
the nonprofit homeless shelter has seen turnover in its top ranks.
shelter in early March. She said
of Dallas.
Hawthorne, who has been he resigned, but she didn’t know
on the GIFTS board since 2020
details.
and runs a Beloit social service
nonprofit, said Koesema left the
Turn to SHELTER on Page 4A
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