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Over the last 25 years, three legisla-
tors—all Republicans—have regularly 
stopped in the Capitol pressroom, invit-
ing interviews and making sure reporters 
know them, and vice versa: Glenn Groth-
man. Joel Kleefisch. Scott Walker.

“Anybody need a quote?” Grothman 
would ask after drifting into the press-
room. The subject didn’t really matter. 
Over 20 years, he moved from the state 
Assembly to the state Senate to the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

A former TV news reporter, Kleefisch 
enjoys trading barbs with Capitol jour-
nalists, who sometimes take his picture 
for social-media posts when he’s clad in 
full hunter-green camouflage or wearing 
shoes or ties of many colors. His stops 
often turn into on-the-record interviews.

Walker’s pressroom visits came after 
1993, when the 25-year-old won a special 
Assembly election, and 
2002, when he was elect-
ed Milwaukee County 
executive. It was obvious 
then that he intended to 
ride politics as far as it 
would take him. He has.

Now, after winning 
three elections to get 
and keep the job of 
governor, and a 2015 run 
for president, Walker 
doesn’t make pressroom 
stops. He can choose 
who interviews him and 
when. Days after his 50th birthday, he an-
nounced his bid to seek a third four-year 
term in November 2018.

Whatever you may think of him, Scott 
Kevin Walker is a historical figure in Wis-
consin politics. Time to consider parts of 
six-year legacy.

 � Staying on message. Capitol vet-
erans say Walker’s ability to stay on 
message with a short, positive sound bite 
is one reason for his success.

Consider three bullet points he made 
in his Waukesha County re-election 
announcement: More people are working 
than ever before. We have cut taxes by 
some $8 billion by the end of 2018. Wis-
consin just received its best tax ranking 
in more than 50 years.

Since Walker has never been a policy 
wonk, he’s willing to negotiate away big 
goals after announcing them. Consider 
that his plan for a 5 percent UW System 
tuition cut went nowhere in the Legisla-
ture. And lawmakers also killed his plan 
to have state government self-insure for 
health care.

But Walker also 
won’t budge after 
laying down his 
bottom lines: No in-
crease in the gas tax 
or $75 annual vehicle 
registration fee. And, 
he won’t sign a bud-
get that raises the 
net property tax bill 
on a median-valued 
Wisconsin home.

 � Fundraising. 
Since announcing 
for governor in 2009, 
Walker’s campaign 

committees have raised a stunning $104.1 
million, according to the Wisconsin De-
mocracy Campaign.

How that number breaks down: 2010 
run for governor, $11.1 million; campaign 
to survive 2012 recall, $37.4 million; 2014 
re-election, $34.4 million; 71-day run for 
President, $9.5 million; and fundraising 
through June 30 for his third-term bid, 
$11.7 million.

Walker is on track to raise and spend 
$40 million or more in the year before 
voters pick their next governor. That 
doesn’t include help from independent 
groups.

 � Re-election margins. Walker is hap-
py with getting just enough votes to win, 
unlike four-term Republican Gov. Tommy 
Thompson, who insisted that his cam-
paigns roll up a bigger winning margin 
every four years.

Instead, Walker won with 52-percent 
margins in 2010 and 2014, and 53 percent 
in the recall election of 2012.

Those are “narrow but consistent 
wins,” noted Marquette University Law 
School pollster and political scientist 
Charles Franklin.

“The risk he faces is that a swing of 
just 3-4 percentage points would put 
him under 50 percent,” Franklin said, 
adding, “The challenge for Democrats is 
that their critique of Walker for the past 
three elections has failed to move voters 
by more than a single percentage point. 
What campaign theme in 2018 will be 
more effective than the last three they’ve 
tried?”

 � Popularity. Walker’s job-approval 
ratings in Marquette polls have ranged 
from a career-sinking 37 percent in Sep-
tember 2015, when he stopped running 
for president, to a 52 percent just before 
the 2012 recall election.

Does Franklin think wins last week 
by Democrats running for governor in 
Virginia and New Jersey could be an 
anti-President Trump cloud over Walker’s 
re-election?

“National forces still can lift one party 
at the expense of the other,” Franklin 
said. “The unknown is whether Virgin-

ia was the peak of 
national forces or just 
the prelude to a 2018 
wave.”

Let’s end with a 
trivia question: What 
was Walker’s 2010 
campaign slogan?

“Lower Taxes. 
Higher Standards.”

Steven Walters is 
a senior producer for 
the nonprofit public 
affairs channel Wis-
consinEye Contact 
him at stevensc 
walters@gmail.com.
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Congress should retain 
historic tax credits 

While Congress considers tax reform leg-
islation, a vital economic development tool 
that has benefited the Janesville area, along 
with communities throughout Wisconsin 
and the U.S., is on the chopping block.

Federal historic tax credits have been 
used in downtown Janesville over the past 
30 years to see favorable renovations of the 
Cotton Mills, the Hayes Block, the Carriage 
Works, the Gray Goose and several buildings 
at the corner of West Milwaukee and Frank-
lin streets. They could be used in the future 
to restore buildings like the Town & Coun-
try, the Monterey Hotel and others. Without 
a doubt, historic tax credits are another tool 
in our ARISE kitbag to revitalize downtown 
Janesville.

The federal historic tax credit will be 
discontinued if the GOP’s current tax reform 
plan advances. The credit accounts for a 
small scope of the nation’s overall budget, 
carrying an annual cost of approximately $1 
billion; however, it drives more than $5 bil-
lion in private sector development annually 
in the U.S.

In Wisconsin alone, since 2002, the 
program has resulted in 188 projects that 
have created more than 14,000 jobs and 
total private sector investment of more than 
$700 million. Between 2014 and 2016 alone, 
historic tax credit projects have added more 
than $570 million in new property tax as-
sessment value to Wisconsin communities.

Such an important program needs to be 
retained. Please contact your congressional 
representatives and voice support for a pro-
gram that carries such a significant return 
on investment for communities locally and 
nationally.

MARK FREITAG
City of Janesville manager

Gerrymandering undermines 
the democratic process

In his Nov. 4 commentary, John Lader 
wrote that gerrymandering doesn’t explain 
Democrat losses, which may be true. But 
as a voter who is in one of those gerryman-
dered areas, I feel that no matter how I vote, 
the current state Republican representative 
in my district will be reelected.

Fortunately, I do respect her. I live in Be-
loit, and if you look at the map, you will see 
this small blip where the voting district line 
enters the eastern side of Beloit. It is upset-
ting that I am unable to vote for someone 
who more fully represents the city of Beloit 
because I am not “in” the Beloit district. 
The rest of the district is rural, so it tends to 
have different needs and priorities.

It is also upsetting that having a nonpar-
tisan group decide the voting districts will 
never happen. No matter who is in power, 
they will not want an unbiased group decid-
ing this. To me, this says that both parties 
are so unsure of their merits that they must 
rig the system to win. They demand that our 
legislators will continue to go against the 
wishes of the majority of the people. This is 
not a Republican or Democrat problem; it is 
a problem for the democratic process.

Gerrymandering is not in the voters’ best 
interests!

PATRICIA SCOTT
Beloit

This veteran is getting 
excellent care at the VA

I have only good to say about my Veter-
ans Affairs health care! I am a Wisconsin 
veteran, and I have only praise for the care 
I have with the VA, from appointments to 
timely office calls and excellent follow-ups 
on any and all procedures I’ve had!

I want to thank all involved, doctors, 
nurses, technicians, and courteous cleri-
cal staff. Everyone treats us veterans with 
respect and kindness.

To our state and local politicians, stand 
tall! This is a total plus for all and truly a 
bipartisan effort that places American mili-
tary men and women first. I think the great 
state of Wisconsin realizes and takes care 
of us that have worn the uniform for our 
country’s freedom.

And, yes, the VA is a federal program, 
but the workforce is local and the custodial 
effort to run the program is carried out at 
the state and local levels. That’s what makes 
Wisconsin shine. 

All the people, top to bottom, make Wis-
consin’s veterans program one of the best in 
the nation. On Wisconsin!

RICHARD D. ROSMAN
Evansville

To lowering drinking age to 19. Did 
the legislators who advocated for eliminat-

ing age restrictions on 
hunting also devise this 
absurd proposal? The 
consequences of Wiscon-
sin’s booze culture appear 
in the pages of this news-
paper on an almost-daily 
basis, while a 2013 study 
shows drinking-related 
problems cost the state 

$6.8 billion each year. The last thing the 
Legislature should be doing is minimizing 
these consequences and encouraging youth 
to indulge in drinking before they’re 21. 
But perhaps the most practical reason for 
keeping the drinking age at 21 is lowering it 
would jeopardize federal funds contingent 
on states adopting the 21-year-old standard. 
Oddly enough, the proposal stipulates the 
drinking age would drop to 19 only if the 
state wouldn’t lose federal highway money. 
So why bother with floating the proposal in 
the first place? That’s a good question for 
one of the bill’s backers, Rep. Rob Swear-
ingen, the former president of the Tavern 
League of Wisconsin.

To leaves still on trees. The trees and 
their leaves need to realize the city of Janes-

ville has started its annual 
leaf collection. The city 
even purchased a new leaf 
vacuum truck this year, 
but many trees continue 
to hold their leaves—even 
after a hard freeze last 
week. Some residents say 
the city is to blame for 
starting leaf collection too 

early, but the trees and their leaves share 
culpability. A reader commented on a Nov. 
6 online story about the new leaf vacuum, 
wondering whether the truck might suck 
the leaves off trees limbs. Maybe the com-
ment was a joke, but we’re not kidding. Any 
tree that refuses to drop its leaves should 
be subjected to a leaf-stripping process, 
permitting the collection of every leaf from 
every tree. Let’s send Mother Nature a mes-
sage: You take down the leaves, or we’ll take 
them down for you!

To North Beloit. The town of Beloit is 
soliciting ideas for renaming the munici-

pality as it seeks to incor-
porate as a village. Some 
suggestions seem more 
fitting for a subdivision, 
such as Riverside, River 
Oaks or Turner Oaks. Why 
oak as opposed to ash or 
walnut trees? We have no 
idea, except some people 
might think “oak” sounds 

fancy, such as in, “Do you smell the oak 
aroma in this wine’s bouquet?” The town of 
Beloit sits north of Beloit, and that’s that. 
North Beloit is a logical name, if void of any 
hardwood sentiment. One other possibility 
is Alliantville because the municipality, in 
becoming a village, would receive a larger 
portion of the property taxes paid by the 
Alliant Energy Riverside plant. Any takers?

To new CrimeStoppers app. The Janes-
ville Police Department has figured out how 

to reach youth: Give them 
an app. Police say a new 
app that allows people to 
send instantly and anony-
mously their tips to police 
is proving popular. Since 
the police unveiled the 
app, the number of crime 
tips received has nearly 
tripled—from 310 in 2015 

to 822 this year. Officer Chad Sullivan said 
the app works so well in part because users 
don’t have to speak with law enforcement, 
making the exchange feel more anonymous 
than traditional tip lines. Given that the av-

erage teenager sends 3,339 text messages a 
month, this app perfectly fits their lifestyle, 
and it has already resulted in police learn-
ing about possible threats at area schools. 
Sullivan went so far to say the app would 
someday prevent a school shooting. Sad to 
think an app is needed to keep kids safe, 
but welcome to the information age.

STEVEN  

WALTERS

Speak your mind
Write a letter to the editor

What are your thoughts?
     Send us a letter about this
     or any other current issue.
     Address letters to:
     The Gazette
     1 S. Parker Drive
     P.O. Box 5001
     Janesville, WI 53547-5001
     or send e-mail to:
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                           (word limit 250 words)

Walker is happy with getting just enough 

votes to win, unlike four-term Republican 

Gov. Tommy Thompson, who insisted that his 

campaigns roll up a bigger winning margin 

every four years.

Walker built his legacy by staying  
on message, raising lots of money


