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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Darlene M. Benway
•Josephine Brickner
•Joyce E. Coehoorn
•Mary Irene Goetsch
•Dr. La Vern R. Heine

•Arthur Johnson
•Imelda L. “Tillie” Mitchell
•Gerald G. Mroz
•Charles Francis Timm

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 56 | Low 37  

Partly sunny
More on 7A

Deal reached
United Auto Workers 

and General Motors 

reached a tentative 

deal to end a 31-day 

strike. Page 6B
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Food & Drink

The Four Dishes find tasty bar fare 

at Sidelines Sports Pub and Grill 

in Janesville. Page 6C

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Laura 

Johnson knew imme-

diately she wanted 

to be a part of the 

“iconic” performance of 

“On Golden Pond,” Janes-

ville Little Theatre’s 

upcoming production of 

the popular 1981 film star-

ring Henry Fonda, Katha-

rine Hepburn and Fonda’s 

daughter, Jane Fonda.

So when Stacey 

Reed-Bodnar encouraged 

her to audition, Johnson 

jumped at the chance.

For her effort, John-

son was chosen to play 

Ethel Thayer, an ener-

getic woman in her 60s 

who has long been mak-

ing trips to the lake house 

where the movie is cen-

tered.

The movie, which was 

adapted from a 1979 play, 

garnered critical acclaim 

and earned Academy 

Awards for Henry Fonda 

epburn 

Scare 

tactics
Scare 

tactics

JLT 

goes 

for the 

‘Golden’
 Æ Theater group opens 

90th season with  

Oscar-winning show

Where to get scared
Brodhead’s Screamatorium, 

held in the former middle 

school, is one of few haunted  

attractions open in the area 

this Halloween season. 

kicks, inside

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Picture people throwing axes, riding 

go-karts, hanging from walls and zipping 
on ropes above the floor of the former Bos-
ton Store at the Janesville Mall.

Can’t picture it? Well, try harder. All of 

that could be coming soon, a Janesville 

Mall official said.

The mall and its owner, RockStep Capi-

tal, have begun publicly discussing a bid to 

bring Hype Indoor Adventures, an indoor 

family entertainment and play center, to 

the 100,000-square-foot former Boston 

Store space.

Mall manager Julie Cubbage said Rock-

Step and its owner, Andy Weiner, are work-

ing with the owners of Alabama-based 

Hype over converting spaces at two of 

its shopping malls—The Janesville Mall 

and The Bonita Lakes Mall in Meridian, 

Mississippi—into activity centers. They 

could include indoor climbing walls, zip 

lines, trampoline basketball, ax throwing, 

go-kart racing and other features.

RockStep hopes the project could pair 

with the city’s proposed indoor sports com-

plex, which would go in a space JC Penney 

used to occupy.

The Hype plan would require invest-
ment by RockStep to retrofit the build-
ing for a specialized non-retail use. And 
while Cubbage said the mall could bring 
in Hype as early as 2020, Weiner wrote 
in an email that a “decision has not been 
made” whether RockStep’s commitment 

Mall pushes for more family fare

Top: A crane assists 
with the removal  
of an exterior facade  
at the future site  
of Blackhawk  
Community Credit 
Union’s Legacy  
Center on Wednesday. 
The concrete and  
marble façade went up 
around the building at 
100 W. Milwaukee St., 
in 1977.
Center: Workers 
remove a marble panel 
Wednesday from the 
exterior of the former 
Chase Bank to reveal 
the red brick  
underneath. The  
Legacy Center will be 
a museum honoring 
workers at Janesville’s 
former General Motors 
assembly plant.
Bottom: A worker 
chips away at the  
exterior concrete on 
the building.

Photos by Angela Major 
amajor@gazettextra.com

A true 
revelation

Mall owner RockStep Capital hopes the project could pair with the city’s proposed indoor 

sports complex, which would go in a space JC Penney used to occupy. Mall manager Julie 

Cubbage said RockStep believes such a facility could increase foot traffic at the mall.

Turn to MALL on Page 7A

By Robert Burns

AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON
Washing his hands of Syria, 

President Donald Trump 
declared Wednesday the U.S. 
has no stake in defending the 
Kurdish fighters who died by 
the thousands as America’s 
partners against IS extremists. 
Hours later, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and other top 
Democrats walked out of a 
meeting at the White House, 
accusing him of having a “melt-
down,” calling her a “third-
grade politician” and having no 
plan to deal with a potentially 
revived Islamic State group.

Condemnation of Trump’s 
stance on Turkey, Syria and 
the Kurds was quick and severe 
during the day, not only from 

Democrats but from Republi-

cans who have been staunch 

supporters on virtually all 

issues.

The House, bitterly divided 

over the Trump impeach-

ment inquiry, banded together 

for an overwhelming 354-60 

denunciation of the U.S. troop 

withdrawal. Many lawmakers 

expressed worry that it could 

lead to a revival of IS and Rus-

sian presence and influence 

in the area—in addition to the 

slaughter of many Kurds.

At the White House, Trump 

said the U.S. has no business in 

the region—and not to worry 

about the Kurdish fighters.

“They know how to fight,” he 

said. “And by the way, they’re 

no angels.”

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

It’s not an internship.

It’s not a job shadowing 

program or career exploration 

event.

It is high school students 

doing real jobs for real com-

panies.

It’s called Elevate, and it’s 

a new program developed by 

Craig High School staff and 

administrators and a Forward 

Janesville representative.

Qualified juniors and seniors 

are working with companies on 

what Craig Assistant Principal 

Shawn Kane describes as “sec-

ond- or third-tier projects.”

Those are the projects busi-

nesses want to do to improve 

workflow, learn more about 

their target markets, use social 

media more efficiently or 

expand their markets. They’re 

projects that often start with 

‘Let them  
work it out’

Craig High starts new 
job readiness initiative

MORE INFORMATION
For more information 

about Elevate, call Craig 
High School Assistant Princi-
pal Shawn Kane at 608-743-
5260.

Talks for play center  
underway: Mall manager   

Trump continues defense of Syria pullout

Turn to ELEVATE on Page 7A

Forward Janesville 
unites students  
with companies   

Turn to SYRIA on Page 6A
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