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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Mary Lea Hamilton
•Leona Mildred Jones
•William James Melichar
•Gloria Moehrke
•Sally Ann Natter

•Harlan D. Norby
•Joseph William Phalin
•Frances M. Rahn
•Ronald L. “Suds” Schober
•Charlotte Dolly Schrader

•Keith A. Simmons
•Shirley A. Sittler
•Ruth Ann Swanson
•Jarrett S. Uncapher
•Guadalupe S. Wright

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 41  

Mostly cloudy
More on 9A

Trump’s example
The president continues  

to shake hands even as  

government entities take 

steps to slow the spread of 

the new coronavirus. Page 8B

Grad rate ticks up
The Janesville School  

District’s graduation rate 

rose to 88.8% in the  

2018-19 school year from 

88.4% in 2017-18. Page 3A
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A man accused of beating a 

15-month-old Janesville girl who died 

Monday will be charged with first-de-

gree reckless homicide, police said 

Tuesday.

Steven M. Horan, 30, of Janesville 

was caring for the girl while the girl’s 

mother was out, and he had been drink-

ing “throughout the day,” Lt. Charles 

Aagaard of the police investigations 

bureau said at a news conference.

Horan was the mother’s boyfriend 

for about three months, Aagaard said.

Horan was in a highly emotional 

state when officers arrived, Aagaard 

said.

Aagaard declined to 

say what kind of emo-

tion Horan was express-

ing.

The girl, who report-

edly had been on life 

support at a Rockford, 

Illinois, hospital, was 

pronounced dead Mon-

day, police said.

Police were called 

to 526 Eisenhower Ave. on the city’s 

east side at about 12:30 a.m. Saturday. 

Because of incorrect information sent By Mark Z. Barabak

Los Angeles Times

Joe Biden won the Michi-
gan primary and at least two 
other states Tuesday, cement-

ing his sta-
tus atop the 
Democrat ic 
field and rais-
ing calls for 
Bernie Sand-
ers to stand 
aside and 
begin the pro-
cess of unify-
ing the party 
to face Pres-
ident Don-
ald Trump in 
November.

On a roll 
since taking 
command of 
the race last 
week, Biden 
also racked 

up victories in Missouri and 
Mississippi, padding his del-
egate lead over Vermont’s sen-
ator and lengthening the odds 
of a Sanders comeback.

“The race for all intents 
and purposes was over last 
Tuesday. Michigan confirms 
it,” said Paul Maslin, a veteran 
Democratic strategist who is 
neutral in this year’s nomi-
nating fight. “The primaries 
in the rest of March will make 
it mathematically certain.”

Others, on different ends 
of the Democratic Party spec-
trum, echoed the sentiment.

South Carolina Rep. James 
E. Clyburn, whose endorse-
ment was key to launching 
Biden to victory in his home 
state—a win that changed the 
course of the race overnight—
said on NPR that it was time 
to “shut this primary down,” 
starting with the cancella-
tion of a debate scheduled 
for Sunday in Phoenix.

Guy Cecil, the head of Pri-
orities USA, a major Demo-
cratic political action com-
mittee, said “the math is now 
clear” and announced the 
organization would throw its 
considerable weight behind 
Biden.

On the left, Ilya Sheyman, 

Man faces homicide charge
Janesville 
Police Chief 
Dave Moore 
speaks to 
reporters 
about the 
death of a 
15-month-old 
girl Tuesday 
at Janesville 
City Hall.

Angela Major/ 
amajor@gazette 
xtra.com

Horan

15-month-old girl died  
after what police chief 
called a violent assault

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF FULTON
A 440-acre solar farm is com-

ing to the town of Fulton after 
the project was approved unan-
imously by the town board at its 
meeting Tuesday.

The town hall was filled Tues-
day with residents who raised 
concerns about the project to Ben 
Adamich with Geronimo Energy. 
They asked about fire hazards, 
safety, environmental impacts 
and keeping the project local.

Sandy Papendieck said her 
family moved to a nearby house 
this summer for the space and 
nature-filled view. She has 

concerns about property value.

“If we want to resell our home 

... there’s no way we’re going to be 

able to sell it for what we bought 

it (for),” Papendieck said.

“And I wouldn’t have bought 

it had I known I was going to 

be looking out at this facility. I 

wouldn’t have paid what I paid,” 

she said.

Adamich said a “significant” 

amount of research and case stud-

ies on homes near other Midwest 

solar power plants—complexes 

larger than this one—show the 

plants have no impact on prop-

erty values.

He called solar a “good neigh-

bor.”

Adamich said school district 

strength and having a view in 

the country or of nature often are 

larger drivers of property value. 

Solar farms prevent large housing 

developments from taking that, 

he said.

He said there is almost no 

noticeable sound that emits from 

the solar panels, and the only light 

at night is one at the entrance to 

the property for security.

Construction is proposed to 

start in spring 2021 and likely will 

take eight to 10 months, depend-

ing on the weather, Adamich said. 

The farm will operate for 25 to 

35 years before being decommis-

sioned.

A handful of full-time jobs will 

be added to maintain and run the 

facility, and about 150 jobs will 

be created during construction, 

Adamich estimated.

The panels will be in rows 

from north to south and rotate 

for maximum exposure as the sun 

moves across the sky. The panels’ 

DEMOCRATIC  

PRIMARY

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WILLIAMS BAY
After closing Yerkes Obser-

vatory more than a year ago, 
officials shared Tuesday how 
they plan to reopen the facil-
ity, which documents show 
could offer public tours as 
early as late summer.

Representatives from the 
Yerkes Future Foundation 
and University of Chicago 
spoke at a Williams Bay Plan 
Commission meeting at the 
village’s high school Tuesday 
evening.

David Fithian, executive 
vice president of the univer-
sity, said they signed a dona-
tion agreement with the foun-
dation Feb. 25, “which should 
clear the way for the univer-
sity to transfer Yerkes Obser-
vatory” to the foundation.

He declined Tuesday or 
in the future to discuss spe-
cific terms of the deal. But he 
said part of the agreement 
involves selling some parcels 
of property and helping the 
foundation “get off to a good 
start” by helping fund some 
early repairs.

“Our hope is to complete 
this transaction in early May,” 
Fithian said.

The foundation filed a 
memo with the village outlin-
ing the work needed to bring 
the observatory back into 

Turn to CHARGE on Page 9A

Outline  
of Yerkes  

revival  
revealed
 Æ Group plans to reopen 
historic observatory

Turn to YERKES on Page 10A

Area town board approves 
440-acre solar panel array

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The Fulton Town Board approved a 440-acre solar farm for this property, bordered by County M on the south 
and West Pomeroy Road on the north, after a public hearing Tuesday night.

Some residents object 
to company’s plan

Turn to SOLAR on Page 9A

Biden

Sanders

Biden 
notches 

more  
victories

Win in Michigan 
carries symbolic 

significance in race
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