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ELECTION 2020 RESULTS
State Assembly

 �44th District

Sue Conley (D) ....................17,201

DuWayne Severson (R) ...... 11,333
Page 3A

State Assembly
 �31st District

Amy Loudenbeck (R) (I) ............. 9,139

Elizabeth Lochner-Abel (D) .........7,297
Page 3A

Blackhawk Technical College 
referendum

Yes ..............................54,674

No ..............................40,048
Page 7A

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Voters on Tuesday decided to 

provide nearly $60 million in tax-
funded aid to city schools as they 
approved both a $37 million oper-
ational referendum and a $22.5 

million capital referendum.

The operational referendum 

passed on a vote of 16,998 to 

13,815. The capital improvements 

referendum was approved by a 

wider margin, 20,842 to 10,255.

Superintendent Steve Pophal 

said those decisions will make a 

big difference for students and 

staff.

“We’re just really pleased that 

the board was able to find the 

right solution that addresses the 

needs of the district and that the 

community could support. It’s 

real gratifying that we were able 

to hit the mark,” Pophal said.

The money from the opera-

tional referendum will be used to 

counter a decline in enrollment, 

which carries a decline in state 

funding. The $37 million will be 

used to maintain programming, 

pay salaries and other daily costs.

About 75% of public school dis-

tricts in Wisconsin currently use 

operational referendums, Pophal 

told The Gazette, so Janesville is 

not in the minority.

The tax impact of the opera-
tional referendum changes each 
year. Property owners will see 
increases of $39 per $100,000 of 
equalized property value in year 
one, $31 in year two, $29 in year 
three and $28 in year four. The 
referendum will cost the owner 
of a $100,000 home $127 over the 
life of the referendum

By approving the operational 
referendum, voters prevented the 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

The Associated Press has declared 

incumbent Bryan Steil the winner in the 

1st Congressional District.

Bryan Steil, a Republican from Janes-

ville, won a second two-year term by 

defeating newcomer Democrat Roger 

Polack of Caledonia.

Vote totals were not immediately avail-

able as large numbers of absentee bal-

lots were still being counted late Tues-

day night.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Janesville and Rock County set records 

for voter turnout Tuesday, eclipsing 

records set in 2012.

Enthusiasm for the vote was easy to 

find as people waited in lines.

“I’ve been waiting four years for this,” 

said Karly Yager, who was among the first 

to line up at the Rock County Job Center.

Yager and the rest of the country would 

have to wait into Wednesday to know the 

result of the presidential election. But 

Rock County’s totals were announced 

before midnight.

A total of 85,617 people voted in Rock 

County, surpassing the previous record of 

81,509, set in 2012.

About 70% of the county’s eligible vot-

ers voted.

County Clerk Lisa Tollefson said all 

polling places had lines at some point 

during the day, and registrations were 

higher than she expected.

Janesville School District  
referendums

 �Operational

Yes .................................... 16,998

No ...................................... 13,815
 �Capital

Yes ....................................20,842

No ..................................... 10,255

U.S. Congress
 � 1st District

Bryan Steil (R) (I) ..........................200,162
Roger Polack (D) ............................122,815

96% reporting at 1:30 a.m.

AND NOW 
WE WAIT

Above: Voters walk in 
and out of their polling 
location at the former 
Sears store in Janes-
ville on Tuesday.
Left: Poll workers pro-
cess absentee bal-
lots inside St. Patrick 
School in Janesville on 
Tuesday. Absentee bal-
lot processing in sev-
eral areas nationwide 
was not completed 
Tuesday, leaving the 
outcome of the presi-
dential race unknown.

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com

By Jonathan Lemire, Zeke Miller,  

Jill Colvin and Alexandra Jaffe

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump won 

Florida, the nation’s most prized 

battleground election state, and 

he and Democrat Joe Biden 

shifted their focus early Wednes-

day to three Northern industrial 

states—Wisconsin, Michigan and 

Pennsylvania—that could prove 

crucial in determining who wins 

the White House.

Neither candidate had the 270 

Electoral College votes needed to 

win the presidency during an epic 

campaign that will shape Ameri-

ca’s response to the surging pan-

demic and foundational ques-

tions of economic fairness and 

racial justice.

The two men were locked in 

tight races across the country, 

with Trump retaining Texas and 

claiming the battlegrounds of 

Ohio and Iowa while Biden won 

Minnesota and New Hampshire, 

two modest prizes the president 

had hoped to take.

Races were too early to call in 

some of other fiercely contested 

and critical states on the map, 

including North Carolina, Geor-

gia and Pennsylvania. The pres-

ident, by early Wednesday, had 

retained many states he won in 

2016 and, as long predicted, the 

race in part seemed to rest on the 

three northern industrial states 

where Trump most surprised the 

Democrats four year ago Michi-

gan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania.

Biden, briefly appearing in 

front of supporters in Delaware, 

urged patience, saying the elec-

tion “ain’t over until every vote is 

counted, every ballot is counted.”

“It’s not my place or Donald 

Trump’s place to declare who’s 

won this election,” Biden said. 

“That’s the decision of the Amer-

ican people.”

Trump said he would make a 

statement.

Millions of voters braved their 

Crucial states—including Wisconsin— 
still tallying presidential ballots

Turn to WAIT on Page 9A

Steil re-elected to House
Associated Press makes call 
despite outstanding ballots

Turn to STEIL on Page 10A

Janesville voters pass school referendums
Pophal ‘pleased’ voters 

backed measures

Turn to SCHOOLS on Page 7A

Rock County sets turnout records
 Æ More than 85,000 cast ballots

Turn to TURNOUT on Page 7A
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