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That’s a wrap
Aaron Rodgers and the Packers 

put the finishing touch on a  

record-setting 13-3 regular 

season with a 35-16 win 

over the rival Bears. 
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Change coming
Brian Kvapil, a Milton 

School Board member 

since 2017, announced 

Sunday he will not run for 

re-election in April.  
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........39 -85 12,289
Deaths ........0 -1 115
 Total Change
Hosp. .....24 (Dec. 30) -14 (from Dec. 23)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 42%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

F
or the last 30 years, two things were 
certain to happen most Sunday nights 
at the Janesville Ice Arena.

First, big Joe Almburg was going 

to be on the ice looking to score a goal with a 

wicked slap shot. Second, he was going to do it 

with a smile.

Those things are no longer certainties. 

Almburg of Delavan died Dec. 18 after a two-

months-long battle with COVID-19. He was 57.

Among the 

people who knew 

him best, Alm-

burg’s welcoming 

smile and love of 

hockey will con-

tinue to be cher-

ished.

Emily Van 

Der Haegen 

met Almburg in 

2010 through a 

mutual friend. 

What started as a 

strong friendship 

grew into the 

love of a lifetime, 

she said.

“Joe was my 

very best friend. 

We genuinely enjoyed each other’s company, 

and I’m really going to miss that,” she said.

Almburg had a goofy nature, Van Der Hae-

gen said as she recalled their failed garden 

attempt last summer and the nights they 

spent sipping wine and dancing around the 

fire pit.

One of Almburg’s biggest joys away from 

the rink was his family, she said. Almburg 

had two children—Joselyn and Andrew—but 

he also treated Blaine, Anna and Scotty—Van 

Der Haegen’s children—as his own. His grand-

daughter, Cora, also brought him joy.

Almburg grew up in Illinois and moved 

to Wisconsin to attend UW-Whitewater. He 

stayed in Wisconsin after graduating and most 

Down  

a man

Submitted photo
Joe Almburg, right, and Kevin Wellhausen pose for 
a selfie at a Chicago Blackhawks game. Almburg 
died Dec. 18 from COVID-19. His loved ones said 
his smile is one of the things they’ll miss the most.

Family, friends and rec hockey 
teammates mourn the loss  
of Delavan’s Joe Almburg

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

As Janesville waits for the 

privately owned former Gen-

eral Motors site to move into 

a redevelopment phase, the 

city has gotten passed over 

for two massive industrial 

developments.

That happens. But what’s 

glaring is those develop-

ments have gone to Beloit 

and Milton—neighboring 

Rock County cities that have 

better access to big blocks of 

land that developers of large-

scale industrial and distribu-

tion operations want.

The 1-million-square-foot 

Amazon distribution center 

that recently opened in Beloit 

is one of those developments.

Another is Milton’s emerg-

ing plan for a giant Clasen 

Quality Chocolate facility 

that officials say could one 

day sprawl over more than 

150 acres and surpass 1 mil-

lion square feet.

Aside from farmland pri-

vate owners hold on the city’s 

outskirts, Janesville doesn’t 

have a chunk of open land 

anywhere near 160 acres—or 

even 80 acres, like the par-

cel the Greater Beloit Eco-

nomic Development Corp. 

transferred to a third party 

to land the Amazon center.

The largest city-owned 

parcel that’s ready for indus-

trial development in Janes-

ville is a 58-acre certified site 

on the south side, according 

to a Gazette analysis of busi-

ness park properties.

But let’s not forget the 

250-acre GM plant site.

The site’s owner, Com-

mercial Development Com-

pany, initially trumpeted 

the 100-year-old industrial 

brownfield as a prime rede-

velopment zone with robust 

railroad and electrical infra-

structure.

Yet city officials and com-

mercial real estate brokers 

say it could be months before 

Commercial Development 

explains how it might tackle 

the next phases of cleanup 

at the site. One pivotal issue 

is what the company will do 

with at least 85 square acres 

of concrete foundation that 

remain in the ground.

The elephant in the 

room—not just for city offi-

cials but also for developers, 

site selection experts or any 

company seeking to build a 

large-scale facility—might 

be this:

In its current state, is the 

sprawling GM site an asset to 

Janesville’s economic future 

or could it be a hindrance if 

the city markets itself as a 

place that can take on mid-

size or big-ticket industrial 

developments?

Opportunity knocks  
(or doesn’t)

Gale Price, the city’s eco-

nomic development direc-

tor, said people already have 

asked him if Janesville got 

passed over for the Clasen 

project that Milton is work-

ing on.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The city of Janesville is short on large land parcels that are ready for large-scale industrial development. Although the former  
General Motors site, shown here, is big enough, it’s privately owned and currently languishing as a half-cleaned-up brownfield 
pending further review by the state Department of Natural Resources.

Does lack of city-owned property in Janesville hurt development prospects?

By Lisa Mascaro and Mary Clare Jalonick

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Former Republican House Speaker 

Paul Ryan, who represented Janesville 
and Wisconsin’s 1st Congressional Dis-
trict for 20 years, on Sunday condemned 
the extraordinary effort of some in his 
party to overturn the presidential elec-
tion, joining an outpouring of current 
and former party officials warning that 

the effort to sow doubt in Democrat Joe 

Biden’s win and keep President Donald 

Trump in office is undermining Amer-

icans’ faith in democ-

racy.

Trump has enlisted 

support from a dozen 

Republican senators, 

including Wisconsin’s 

Ron Johnson, and up to 

100 House Republicans 

to challenge the Elec-

toral College vote when 

Congress convenes in a 

joint session to confirm President-elect 

Biden’s 306-232 win.

With Biden set to be inaugurated 

Jan. 20, Trump is intensifying efforts 

to prevent the traditional transfer of 

power, ripping the party apart.

Despite Trump’s claims of voter 

fraud, state officials have insisted the 

elections ran smoothly and there was 

no evidence of fraud or other problems 

that would change the outcome. The 

states have certified their results as fair 

Ryan decries effort to subvert Biden’s win
Dozens from Ryan’s party 

expected to challenge votes 
sent by Electoral College

Ryan
RELATED

• Phone call recording surfaces: In a 
conference call between President Donald Trump, 
Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, and 
their aides and lawyers, Trump asked Raffensperger 
to ‘find’ enough votes to swing the state’s electoral 
votes Trump’s way./7B

LAY OF THE LAND

Turn to LAND on Page 10A

Turn to ALMBURG on Page 10A

Turn to SUBVERT on Page 10A

Gazette

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=699ccd56-f6a7-563e-b8d5-7cdd091413d3
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=699ccd56-f6a7-563e-b8d5-7cdd091413d3
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10A&uuid=699ccd56-f6a7-563e-b8d5-7cdd091413d3
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10A&uuid=699ccd56-f6a7-563e-b8d5-7cdd091413d3
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=10A&uuid=699ccd56-f6a7-563e-b8d5-7cdd091413d3

