
WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
48°/30°

Plenty of sunshine

SUNDAY
50°/36°
Mild with 

plenty of sunshine

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 6A

United Alloy set to expand
A Janesville manufacturer will expand its 

plant over the coming year and add about 50 
new jobs over the next six months with the help 
of city and state money. United Alloy announced 
the expansion Friday as Gov. Scott Walker toured 
the plant at 4100 Kennedy Road. The jobs are 
part of a planned increase of 66 jobs over the 
next three years that was announced previously.

STATE • 2A

Judicial candidates tangle
Wisconsin Supreme Court candidates Mi-

chael Screnock and Rebecca Dallet debated the 
NRA, judicial philosophy and the role special 
interests play in electing judges in a Friday night 
forum at Marquette University Law School. It 
was the first head-to-head meeting for the two 
candidates, and the event offered a vivid con-
trast between the two.

NATION/WORLD • 6B-7B

Group offers deficit warning
Trillion-dollar budget deficits are returning 

next year, and $2 trillion-plus deficits are not 
far off in the wake of President Donald Trump’s 
tax cuts and last month’s big budget deal, a pri-
vate group warned in a new analysis Friday. The 
analysis, by the Committee for a Responsible 
Federal Budget, says the separate tax and spend-
ing measures, along with increased borrowing 
costs, promise to add $6 trillion to the nation’s 
debt in the coming decade.

Wall contractor raises questions

©2018 Bliss Communications. All rights reserved.

INSIDE

Advice  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8A

Classified  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .7B-8B

Horoscope  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8B

Legals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4B

Lotteries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6A

Nation/World   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6B-7B

Obituaries   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6A

Opinion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4A

Puzzles, Games  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8B

State  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2A

Support Groups  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5A

Television  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8A

Saturday, March 3, 2018 • Our 172nd year • $1

Sports • 1B

Second-ranked Michigan 
State eliminated Wisconsin from 
the Big Ten basketball tourney 
Friday with a 63-60 decision

DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Carol Lee Mudgett/Sharon and Fontana
•Eunice L. Ronning/Elkhorn

OBITUARIES • 6A
•none
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Self-driving: Super Cruise 

 makes Cadillac 

Mobile care: Traveling  

nurses benefit from  

new multistate license, 3E

By Paul Feldman

FairWarning

The victims include a 23-year-

old highway construction worker 

in Washington state, a 13-year-old 

Michigan boy riding in his older 

sister’s car and a Minnesota school 

bus driver picking up the morning 

newspaper in front of his home.

All were killed in recent years 

by distracted drivers who had been 

texting or otherwise looking at 

their phones. Yet none of the driv-

ers responsible for those deaths 

has been ordered to spend more 

than a few days in jail.

Although there are no national 

statistics on the results of prose-

cutions brought against distract-

ed drivers who kill or severely 

injure people, light punishment 

appears to be the norm. A review 

by FairWarning of prosecutions of 

distracted drivers—cases gleaned 

from news reports over the past 

five years that together involved 

more than 100 deaths—found that 

few were jailed for more than two 

months or fined more than $1,000.

Safety advocates and research-

ers say tougher penalties alone 

aren’t likely to get drivers to put 

down their phones. But as with 

drunken driving a generation ago, 

they say, stiffer penalties could 

reduce the reckless behavior if the 

tougher punishment is combined 

with education programs, peer 

pressure and technology to disable 

motorists’ wireless devices while 

they are driving.

Nearly one-third of drivers 

ages 18 to 64 read or send text or 

email messages while at the wheel, 

according to the U.S. Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention. 

Distracted driving causes almost 

3,500 deaths and 400,000 inju-

ries a year, the National Highway 

But light penalties await most caught texting while driving

Distracted driving

can be deadly

By Mary Wisniewski

Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO

The traffic death toll in Chicago 

is growing, and the national count 

remains at historic highs, despite new 

car safety technology.

That means it’s past time to slow 

down, stay sober and stop trying to 

multitask while you drive, according 

to traffic safety experts.

“We’re really treading water in 

terms of roadway safety, which is 

unfortunate” said Kenneth Kolosh, 

manager of statistics for the National 

Safety Council, a safety advocacy or-

ganization based in Itasca. “We’d like 

to see actually very large decreases.”

Safety improvements to cars, 

such as crash-avoidance technology, 

“really haven’t moved the needle,” 

Kolosh said. He cited a host of factors 

contributing to the high death count: 

more cars on the roads because of 

low gas prices and an improved econ-

omy, distracted drivers and pedestri-

ans, high speeds and alcohol use.

In Chicago, the number of traffic 

deaths rose sharply last year over 

2016, to 133 from 113, an 18 percent 

jump, according to city transporta-

tion and police department figures. 

This is above the 2011-15 average of 

126.2

In the U.S., traffic deaths and 

injuries have plateaued, with a slight 

Traffic death toll remains high

Nearly one-third of 

drivers ages 18 to 64 

read or send text or 

email messages while 

at the wheel,  

according to the  

U .S . Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention .  

Distracted driving 

causes almost 3,500 

deaths and 400,000 

injuries a year,  

the National Highway 

Traffic Safety  

Administration says .

One factor cited for the high  number  

of traffic deaths: More cars are on  

the road due to low gas prices  

and an improved economy.

Turn to PENALTIES on Page 4E

Turn to TOLL on Page 4E

COMING SUNDAY

Distracted driving 
can be deadly, but 
the legal penalties 
remain mild ./Work  
& Wheels

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

MILTON
Closing the Milton High School pool is a decision 

that would rest with district officials, but an upcom-
ing insurance inspection could leave administrators 
with no choice.

Many have advocated on behalf of the city’s only 
pool amid its uncertain future. Public comment at 
the Feb. 27 school board meeting lasted 90 minutes 
as swimmers and their parents urged the board to 
spend the necessary money to fix the pool.

The district is hamstrung until March 13, when a 
liability specialist from EMC Insurance will evaluate 

the pool. That person will check for 
known hazards and tell Milton what 
it needs to fix and what it should 
fix, building and grounds supervisor 
Stephen Schantz said.

The assessor will recommend re-
pairs but does not have the power to 
shut down the pool, he said.

District Administrator Tim 
Schigur said Milton wants to keep 
the pool open, but the district needs 

to ensure it is safe for swimmers, he said.
“Having our inspector here, they’re the ones who 

determine the liability side of things. We don’t want 
to put ourselves at risk as a school district,” Schigur 

said. “If they deem there’s a known hazard, if we make 

attempts to fix the hazard, that helps us if there’s an 

accident or issue. If we ignore it, it’s 

harder to justify that.”

Schigur said if the insurance 

inspector indicates the pool’s prob-

lems are too significant or if the pool 

is a danger to swimmers, that could 

prompt a shutdown.

Milton has routine insurance in-

spections throughout its buildings, 

but Schantz was unsure when the 

pool was last evaluated. The district 

invited the inspector this time to 

provide a “fresh set of eyes,” he said.

Requesting an inspection was part of Milton’s risk 

management strategy. It was not meant to give the 

board an ultimatum for pool upgrades, Schantz said.

Milton has made stopgap repairs over the years, 

but tight budgets have prevented maintenance staff 

from making any significant upgrades. Now, “larger 

dollar amount fixes are imminent,” Schigur said.

Recent school board discussions about the pool’s 

significant needs were intended for transparency, not 

as a scare tactic, he said.

Tiles are falling off the wall, the pool is losing wa-

ter at a faster-than-normal rate, and its mechanical 

system needs an overhaul, he said.

Inspector could influence, but won’t decide, fate of Milton pool

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
A swimmer makes a lap in the Milton High School pool Wednesday. District officials say the pool deck might be 
sinking around its drains.

RELATED

• Local opposition: Gov . 
Scott Walker announced in Janes-
ville on Friday that he opposes Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s plans for tariffs 
on steel and aluminum ./3A

A sinking feeling

Schigur

Schantz

By Jake Magee

jmagee@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Barquis McKnight shot and 

killed Eddie Jones in May in self-de-

fense, trying to protect those close 

to him, McKnight’s attorney ar-

gued Friday in Rock County Court.

McKnight, 33, of Beloit, made 

several “stupid” decisions that led 

to Jones’ death, but McKnight had 

no intention of hurting anyone, 

defense attorney Robert Jambois 

said before recommending his cli-

ent be sentenced to three years in 

prison and seven years of extended 

supervision.

Judge James Daley followed 

the state’s recommended punish-

ment and sentenced McKnight 

to 10 years in prison followed by 

10 years extended supervision on 

charges of homicide by negligent 

handling of a dangerous weapon 

and possession of a firearm by a 

felon.

Of the 40 or more homicide 

cases Jambois has seen go to trial, 

McKnight’s case for self-defense is 

among the strongest, Jambois said.

Had the first-degree intentional 

homicide charge not been reduced 

to homicide by negligent use of a 

weapon, McKnight would have 

gone to trial, and the jury likely 

wouldn’t have convicted him, Jam-

bois said.

Prosecutor Gwanny Tjoa agreed 

McKnight had a strong case for 

claiming self-defense.

When McKnight found out his 

cousin had fallen in with the wrong 

crowd and had Jones’ gun, McK-

night went to his cousin’s house to 

retrieve it. After getting the gun, he 

went to 116 S. Franklin St. to pick 
up another person, Jambois said.

“His intention at the time was to 
get rid of the gun,” he said.

McKnight was at the home for 
five or six minutes before Jones 
showed up and demanded his gun. 
McKnight refused to hand it over 
and tried to leave when Jones head-
butted McKnight, Jambois said.

Beloit man sentenced to 10 years 
in prison for May shooting death

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Barquis McKnight, right, sits next to his attorney during his sentencing at 
the Rock County Courthouse on Friday. McKnight was sentenced to 10 years 
in prison with 10 years of extended supervision.

By Paul Wiseman

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump’s 

move to impose tariffs on im-
ported steel is meant to pro-
tect an industry that employs 
about 140,000 Americans. Yet 
by raising the price of steel, 
those same tariffs stand to hurt 
a far larger group of U.S. work-
ers: the 6.5 million who work 
in industries that buy steel—
from automakers to aircraft 
manufacturers to suppliers of 
building materials.

Trump has vowed to im-
pose 25 percent tariffs next 
week on imported steel and 
10 percent on aluminum. He 
says imports pose a threat to 
America’s national security. By 
building barriers to imported 
metal, the tariffs would allow 
U.S. steel companies to expand 
production and charge higher 
prices than they could without 
broader competition. Those 
higher prices, in turn, would 
squeeze the companies that 
use the materials and poten-
tially the consumers who buy 
the finished goods.

Some economists warn that 
if consumers must pay more 
for cars or businesses more 
for heavy equipment, the re-
sulting slowdown in spending 
could hamper the economy.

“Higher prices for consum-
ers could eventually lead to 
slower U.S. economic growth 
and result in reduced (overall) 
factory employment,” Moody’s 
Investors Service cautioned in 
a report.

The tariffs and the prospect 
they will ignite a conflict with 
America’s trading partners 
has rattled Wall Street: The 
Dow Jones industrial average 
plunged 420 points Thursday 
and an additional 71 points 
Friday.

Commerce Secretary Wil-
bur Ross went on CNBC to 
dismiss as overblown any fears 
that steel-consuming com-
panies stand to suffer in any 
meaningful way.

“It’s trivial,” Ross said.
The Commerce secretary 

argued that the tariffs would 
add only about $175 to the cost 
of a $35,000 car—one half of 1 
percent.

Ross also held up a Camp-
bell’s Soup can to illustrate 
what he called the negligible 
effect that steel tariffs would 
have.

“In the can of Campbell’s 
Soup,” Ross said, “there’s about 
2.6 pennies’ worth of steel. So 
if that goes up by 25 percent, 
that’s about six-tenths of 1 cent 
on the price of a can of Camp-
bell’s Soup. ... Who in the world 
is going to be too bothered by 
six-tenths of a cent?”

Trump has built a deep 

Protect 
some, 
hurt 

others?
Tariffs may aid steel 
but could cost jobs  
at larger industries
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Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
UW-Whitewater’s Camri Conley, right, moves past 
UW-Superior’s Justine Larson in opening-round 
NCAA Division III tournament play Friday at 
UW-Whitewater. The Warhawks rolled out to a big 
first-half lead and finished with an 81-46 victory. 
Whitewater advances to play Gustavus Adolphus at 
7 p.m. today in Kachel Gymnasium. Story, Page 1B.

UW-W women advance
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