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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 48 | Low 28  
Some sun, then 

clouds, a shower
More on 11A

Not enough
Janesville Craig’s Alan 

Pacheco scored in the 

second half to help the 

Cougars avoid a shutout 

against Middleton on 

Tuesday night. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

Rock County is shaping up to 
become a global hearth for nuclear 
medicine, and the time when that will 
occur is fast approaching.

In separate developments, Beloit 
nuclear medicine producer North-
Star Medical Radioisotopes and 
its competitor, Janesville-based 

SHINE Medical Technologies, both 

announced they plan to go live with 

nuclear radioisotope production in 

Rock County around the end of 2022.

NorthStar on Tuesday unboxed 

two new nuclear particle accelerators 

that were shipped 5,700 miles from a 

producer in Belgium.

Those twin accelerators—24-ton 

electron beam accelerators that 

NorthStar CEO and President Stephen 

Merrick said cost $5 million apiece—

are part of a program NorthStar is 

calling “Project Gemini.”

They’ll be the engines in North-

Star’s plans to produce as much as 

20% of the U.S. domestic market for 

medical molybdenum-99, and they’ll 

be used to make other pharmaceuti-

cal nuclear isotopes used for cancer 

By Amy Forliti, Stephen Groves,  

Tammy Webber and Steve Karnowski

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS
Former Minneapolis officer Derek Chauvin was 

convicted Tuesday of murder and manslaughter 
for pinning George Floyd to the pavement with his 
knee on the Black man’s neck in a case that trig-
gered worldwide 
protests, violence 
and a furious reex-
amination of rac-
ism and policing 
in the U.S.

Chauvin, 45, 
was  immedi -
ately led away 
with his hands 
cuffed behind his 
back and could be 
sent to prison for 
decades.

The verdict—
guilty on all 
counts, in a clear-
cut victory for 
Floyd’s support-
ers—set off jubi-
lation tinged with 
sorrow around the 
city. Hundreds of 
people poured into 
the streets, some 
running through traffic with banners. Cars blared 
their horns.

“Today, we are able to breathe again,” Floyd’s 
younger brother Philonise said at a joyous family 
news conference where tears streamed down his 

Chauvin 
found guilty
Jury says former officer guilty  
on all three charges he faced  

after killing George Floyd

Associated Press
In this image from video, for-
mer Minneapolis police officer 
Derek Chauvin is taken into cus-
tody at the Hennepin County 
Courthouse in Minneapolis 
after the verdicts were read 
Tuesday at Chauvin’s trial for 
the 2020 death of George Floyd.

Nucleus of innovation

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
One of two customized, 24-ton electron beam particle accelerators is moved off a flatbed trailer before being placed in a new 
accelerator production facility at Beloit-based NorthStar Medical Radioisotopes on Tuesday. The facility is part of NorthStar’s 
expansion plan to ensure a sustainable, U.S.-produced, nonuranium-based molybdenum-99 radioisotope supply for the nation. 
Mo-99 is the parent radioisotope of technetium-99m, the most widely used medical imaging radioisotope that informs health 
care decisions for 40,000 U.S. patients daily.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

They’re cute, furry and per-

haps the second-most indus-

trious mammals on the 

planet. And they live among 

us.

Beavers have been busy 

gnawing down trees along the 

shores of the Rock River and 

its tributaries in Janesville in 

recent years.

Spectators who love to 

watch the eagles and peli-

cans at the end of River Street 

might have noticed the coni-

cal pile of sticks that is most 

likely a beaver lodge, located 

near the swampy area where 

Spring Brook enters the river.

“Over the winter, we 

started to notice their activity 

along the bike trail. It seems 

like every few years they come 

around, then move on for a 

while,” said city Parks Director 

Cullen Slapak.

“We’re not concerned at 

this point. We’ve been mon-

itoring and cutting trees 

they’re working on, if they 

are leaning towards the bike 

trail,” Slapak said. “They hav-

en’t caused any flooding that 

we’re aware of at this point, so 

as long as they’re in the river, 

we plan to leave them be.”

One beaver-downed tree 

fell onto an outfield fence at 

Dawson Ball Fields, probably 

sometime since last fall.

Busy builders: Signs of possible beaver activity found along Rock River
A potential 
beaver 
lodge 
stands 
along the 
Rock River 
near Jef-
fris Park in 
Janesville.
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Radioisotope companies forging new economic sector in Rock County

Turn to BEAVERS on Page 9A

Turn to NUCLEUS on Page 8A Turn to GUILTY on Page 11A

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 18 -12 15,349
Deaths ........0 0 167
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 10 (April 19) -7 (from April 12)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 18%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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