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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Donald W. Branz
•Franklin J. Calkins
•George H. Frank Jr.
•Carole J. Johnson

•Jon K. Schleisner
•Harvey L. Schlieske
•June E. Schulz

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 84 | Low 61  

Mostly sunny  
and very warm

More on 7A

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

DELAVAN
Preliminary enrollment 

for the 2018-19 school year in 
the Delavan-Darien School 
District is down but “better 
than expected,” officials say.

The district won’t submit 
the year’s exact enrollment 
to the state until Sept. 21. 

On Thurs-
day, interim 
S u p e r i n -
tendent Jill 
Sorbie said 
preliminary 
enrollment 
is  about 
1,962, a 6.9 
p e r c e n t 
drop from 

the district’s 2017-18 year-
end enrollment.

A total of 154 students 
applied to enroll out of the 
district in the spring, which 
officials said could amount 
to more than $900,000 in 
losses. Based on the prelimi-
nary numbers, Sorbie said it 
is likely that fewer students 
enrolled out of the district 
than anticipated, though it’s 
too early to know the exact 
numbers.

Last year, the district 
reported an enrollment of 
2,107 students. Officials are 
predicting the incoming 4K 
class to have about 59 fewer 
students than the Class of 
2018 that graduated in the 
spring.

All told, preliminary 
numbers show the district 
is down about 80 students 
this year. Sorbie said that 
means some students who 
applied to enroll out of the 

district decided to stay.

“We appreciate the par-

ents that are sticking it out 

and realizing we’re work-

ing to turn 

it around,” 

Sorbie said.

Business 

Administra-

tor Anthony 

Klein said 

the district 

is hopeful 

given the 

preliminary 

numbers but said the de-

crease is “still pretty rough” 

and continues to affect the 

district’s finances.

And despite the reduc-

tion in students, Sorbie said 

Preliminary count  
for Delavan-Darien  

encourages officials

Sorbie

Klein

DELAVAN

Delavan-Darien 
enrollment

SOURCE: Department of Public Instruction &  
                 Delavan-Darien School District

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com

*Preliminary and unofficial enrollment number 
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By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The term “economic opportunity 

zone” might not be part of local lin-

go, but it’s one reason why develop-

ers have plans to build an apartment 

complex in downtown Janesville.

Officials say it’s a tool that en-

courages long-term investment 

in distressed neighborhoods that 

could use the help.

But the exact benefits to investors 

and developers—and some of the 

specific ways the program works—

are still unclear to many.

The economic opportunity zone 

program was created via the mas-

sive tax reform bill passed in Decem-

ber 2017. Governors could nominate 

economically distressed census 

tracts for zone designations before 

getting approval from the U.S. De-

partment of the Treasury.

Rock County received five such 

designations. Janesville has a down-

town zone and two adjacent zones 

covering most of the south side. Por-

tions extend into the towns of Rock 

and La Prairie.

Beloit’s downtown and an in-

dustrial area northwest of it are the 

county’s two remaining zones.

The Corner Block on Parker 

housing development, which was 

announced last month but has yet to 

Feds using new tool  
to spur investment

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
This aerial drone photo looks north over the demolition of Janesville’s former General Motors plant. The assembly plant 
is located inside a federally designated economic opportunity zone designed to help spur its redevelopment.

Enrollment was a concern after voters 
decided against operational referendum

Land of opportunity?

Swaths of Janesville, Rock County named 
‘economic opportunity zones’ in 2018

Turn to ENROLLMENT on Page 6ATurn to ZONES on Page 7A

By Jonathan Drew

Associated Press

WILMINGTON, N.C.
The big slosh has begun, and the 

consequences could be disastrous.
Hurricane Florence’s leading edge 

battered the Carolina coast Thursday, 
bending trees and shooting frothy sea 
water over streets on the Outer Banks 
as the hulking storm closed in with 90 
mph winds for a drenching siege that 
could last all weekend. Tens of thou-
sands were without power.

Winds and rain were arriving later 

in South Carolina, and a few people 

were still walking on the sand at Myr-

tle Beach while North Carolina was 

getting pounded. Heavy rainfall began 

after dark.

Forecasters said conditions will 

only get more lethal as the storm 

smashes ashore early today near the 

North Carolina-South Carolina border 

and crawls slowly inland. Its surge 

could cover all but a sliver of the Car-

olina coast with as much as 11 feet of 

ocean water, and days of downpours 

could unload more than 3 feet of rain, 

touching off severe flooding.

Florence’s winds weakened as it 

Florence slams North Carolina coast
Waves 
slam the 
Oceana 
Pier & Pier 
House 
Restaurant 
in Atlantic 
Beach, 
N.C., on 
Thurs-
day as 
Hurricane 
Florence 
approach-
es the area.

Associated 
Press

Power out for thousands  
as rain, winds pick up

Turn to STORM on Page 7A

Foxconn confidential
Agreement documents show partnership 

between UW-Madison and Taiwanese 

electronics company will proceed largely 

out of the public eye. Page 2A

Undefeated teams meet
Janesville Craig and Verona entered 

their Big Eight Conference volleyball 

match with identical 2-0 league 

records. Match report on Page 1B
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