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•Thomas M. Anderson Sr.
•Violet Lois Casper
•Nicholas “Buddy” Daniels

•Jeannette C. Dobbs
•Lois C. Kerl
•Irene Liszewski

•Anne T. Michuda
•LeRoy E. Punzel
•Eileen Zebold

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 78 | Low 56  

Partly sunny 
and pleasant
More on 7A

Arms race
The Brewers remain in  

the playoff mix despite  

ranking 20th in the majors 

in ERA and last in the NL  

in quality starts. Page 1B

Fire funding
Several charity drives 

have been started 

to help victims of an 

apartment fire Sunday 

in Janesville. Page 3A

Is he ready?
Questions emerge about 

the qualifications of John 

Ratcliffe, Trump’s pick 

for director of national 

intelligence. Page 6B
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

A new Rock County non-

profit will offer programming 

intended to close drug treat-

ment gaps that organizers say 

allow addicts to slip through 

the cracks.

Rock River Recovery Net-

work is the brainchild of com-

munity leaders who met in the 

Leadership Academy of Rock 

County and wanted to con-

tinue to help those struggling 

with addiction, said Heidi Van 

Kirk, who is helping the group 

clinch its nonprofit status.

The nonprofit will replace 
services offered by One2One 
Recovery Coaching, which 
dissolved when it lost its grant 
funding in spring, Van Kirk 
said.

Recovery coaches have 
continued volunteering since 
One2One dissolved, making 
sure nobody’s call for help goes 
unanswered, said Mike Sher-
idan, a local recovery coach.

A new program under the 
Rock River Recovery Net-
work umbrella—Lifeline 4 
Recovery—is emerging as an 
expanded version of the for-
mer recovery coach program, 
said Sheridan, who is the 

program supervisor.

Lifeline 4 Recovery will 

continue to dispatch recov-

ery coaches 24/7 to hospitals 

when someone is admitted for 

an overdose.

Coaches meet overdose 

patients before they are dis-

charged from hospitals to 

help them create recovery 

plans and find safe places to 

go, Sheridan said.

Coaches help people for 

days, weeks or sometimes 

years, Sheridan said.

The new program will offer 

more coaches and peer sup-

port specialists, who receive 

certification in helping people 

get and remain sober, Sheri-

dan said.

Sheridan and Van Kirk hope 

to eventually see two coaches 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Blackhawk Community 

Credit Union says it plans 

a second giveaway of bricks 

from the former General 

Motors plant Aug. 10, but 

this time it will be at a new 

venue and will run four 

hours.

Credit union CEO Sherri 

Stumpf said volunteers 

through the credit union 

have readied thousands 

more bricks for a second 

distribution.

The credit union plans 

to hand out the bricks at 

the site of its future head-

quarters, the former Moose 

Lodge property at 2701 

Rockport Road.

The distribution will run 

from 7 to 11 a.m. or until 

bricks run out, Stumpf said.

On May 4, the credit 

union distributed more 

than 2,500 bricks—up to 

two bricks per car—to resi-

dents free of charge. Those 

bricks came from a wall 

in an older part of the GM 

plant, and the credit union 

handed them out in drive-

thru fashion at the credit 

union’s West Court Street 

location.

The bricks being handed 

out Aug. 10 are from two 

parts of the 100-year-old 

GM plant complex that 

were among the last to 

fall during demolition this 

spring. They’ll have a dif-

ferent character and look 

Second 
GM brick 
giveaway 
is Aug. 10

 Æ Thousands readied 
for distribution: Stumpf 

Associated Press

CHIPPEWA FALLS

A shooter killed three 

family members at a home 

in a small Wisconsin town, 

then went to a residence in 

a nearby community and 

opened fire on more peo-

ple, sheriff ’s officials said 

Monday.

The shootings some 9 

miles apart in northwest-

ern Wisconsin left a total of 

five people dead, including 

the shooter, and two others 

wounded, authorities said.

Authorities found the 

shooter and another per-

son dead while responding 

to a 911 call in Lake Hallie 

at about 10:30 p.m. Sun-

day, Sheriff James Kow-

alczyk told WQOW-TV. 

Authorities said the dead 

were a man and a woman, 

but Kowalczyk didn’t say 

which one was the shooter 

or how authorities were 

able to determine who the 

shooter was.

Two other adults at the 

home in Lake Hallie were 

rushed to the hospital with 

gunshot wounds. There 

was no immediate word on 

their conditions.

Authorities looking to 

notify the shooter’s rela-

tives then went to a home 

in the town of Lafayette 

around 2:30 a.m. Monday 

and discovered three more 

bodies, Kowalczyk said.

“We went to the door, 

received no answer, 

attempted to make a call, 

again no answer. We finally 

forced our way in and found 

three other victims of a 

homicide,” Kowalczyk said.

The dead there were a 

man, a woman and a boy.

The names of the vic-

tims and the shooter have 

not been released. Kow-

alczyk told WQOW that 

authorities were still try-

ing to determine a motive. 

The sheriff didn’t immedi-

ately return a phone mes-

sage left by The Associated 

Press.

Hannah Larson, who 

lived in the same four-unit 

complex in Lafayette, told 

the Minneapolis Star Tri-

bune an 8-year-old boy 

lived there along with his 

father and grandmother. 

Larson said the 8-year-old 

had sometimes played with 

her 7-year-old brother.

TO GET INVOLVED
To get involved with the 

Rock River Recovery Net-
work, contact:

 �Mike Sheridan at 608-
322-4577, mjsheridanpres@
hotmail.com.

 �Heidi Van Kirk at 608-
346-2403, vankirk 
development@hotmail.com.

Van Kirk

Sheridan

Nonprofit aims to close treatment gaps for those addicted

Turn to GM on Page 7A

Turn to RECOVERY on Page 7A

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON
Nate Rogers was frustrated while 

looking for a place where he could 
relocate his small business from his 
dad’s garage more than 10 years ago.

“I had a tough time finding a spot. 
There was nothing really available 
when I started my business, and 
anything that was available was a 
huge payment that I just couldn’t 
afford,” Rogers said.

After finally finding a home for 
his business, Badger State Main-
tenance, on Gateway Drive in 
Milton, he decided to help other 

Gateway to success
Milton entrepreneur builds business incubator to help others get started

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Nate Rogers explains his business incubator, Gateway Property Investments, on Thursday in Milton. Below: 
Mark Swencki, a durable medical equipment manager with Agrace Hospice & Palliative Care, explains how Agrace uses 
its space at the Gateway Property Investments business incubator in Milton on Monday.

Turn to GATEWAY on Page 7A

Shooting 
leaves 
5 dead, 
2 hurt

Incidents spanned 
two communities
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