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Snow expected to fall  

on New Year’s Day
Meteorologist expects northern  

Illinois to be hit hardest. Then sunshine 

and low temperatures are forecast  

for Rock County on Sunday. Page 3A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 37 | Low 21  

Intervals of clouds 
and sunshine
More on 8A
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CELEBRATING 176 YEARS

Gazette staff

Gazette reporters write 
so many stories, they can 
be forgiven if they forget 
which ones they wrote the 
week before.

Yet some stories leave 
a mark. Certain circum-
stances and characters 
are unforgettable for one 
reason or another. These 
are those stories in 2021, 
selected and explained 
by each Gazette reporter 
whose hardened shells 
were cracked wide open.

Sara Myers
Headline: Janesville 

woman on hospice hopes 
to make a difference 
through humane society 
fundraiser

Publish date: Oct. 28, 
2021

Synopsis: Janesville 
native Stacey Glissendoorf 
has been suffering from 
the rare disorder Neurofi-
bromatosis 2 (NF2) since 
she was 16. Now at age 
35, she has begun hos-
pice care and is looking 
to make the most of the 
time she has left by put-
ting together a fundraiser 
for the Humane Society of 
Southern Wisconsin.

Reporter’s thoughts: 
I feel like I should pref-
ace this by first saying, I 
started at The Gazette in 
June. So, I unfortunately 
didn’t have a whole year of 
stories to look through for 
my favorite.

Nevertheless, it was dif-
ficult to choose a favorite 
story this year. But Stac-
ey’s story jumped out the 
most to me. Gazette pho-
tographer Anthony Wahl 
and I met with Stacey, her 
friend and caretaker Jer-
emiah and her parents at 
her apartment. To commu-
nicate with Stacey, I wrote 
questions on a whiteboard 
she had nearby.

She is mostly deaf, but 
if you listen to her closely 
you can hear her say some 
words with excitement. 
Specifically, when I asked 
her what her favorite dog 
breed is, she said “Dalma-
tian” so loudly there was 
no denying what she had 
said.

Despite her circum-
stances, Stacey was so pos-
itive. The small things 
bring her the most joy, 
including her sweet dog 
Princess who fell asleep on 
her lap during the inter-
view. Her love of animals 

is beautiful and a means 
to overcoming the hard-
ships of the disorder she’s 
had most of her life. Ulti-
mately, her positivity 
touched me and that is 
why this was my favor-
ite story I wrote this past 
year.

Scott Froehlich
Headline: Milton High 

marching band competes 
days after assistant direc-
tor’s sudden death

Publish date: Oct. 17, 
2021

Synopsis: Just days 
after the sudden death of 
longtime assistant band 
director John Schroeder, 
the Milton High School 
marching band placed 
third in a statewide com-
petition.

Reporter’s thoughts: My 
favorite article of 2021 was 
by no means a fun story to 
cover, but I won’t soon for-
get witnessing a heartfelt 
performance by a mourn-
ing marching band.

Witnessing the band 
members marching onto 

the field, seeing their sol-

emn and stoic faces, I 

sensed that—while they 

were focused on the task 

at hand—their hearts were 

a mile away. Shortly after 

their final number was fin-

ished, the students walked 

off the field and allowed 

me into their post-show 

gathering.

It was at this moment 

when the floodgate of 

emotions opened and 

the loss of Schroeder 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
With a little push up from her father Charles Glissendorf, Stacey Glissendorf welcomes her 
dog, Princess, up onto her lap while inside her apartment in Janesville. Stacey suffers from 
Neurofibromatosis 2 (NF2), a rare disorder characterized by certain types of noncancerous 
tumors that form within a person’s body or brain, has lost hearing and most of her sight and 
was placed on hospice.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Members of the Milton marching band wore black and white ribbons in remembrance of 
assistant director John Schroeder while competing in the 36th Annual State Marching Band 
Championships this fall. Just two days prior, Schroeder collapsed at the end of a practice 
and was unable to be revived.

Gazette reporters share their favorite stories from 2021

Special stories
By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Reforming how bail 

and bond is set received 

renewed urgency in the 

immediate aftermath of 

the killing of six people 

and injuring of scores 

more by a man who drove 

his vehicle into a 

Christmas parade 

in Waukesha on 

Nov. 21.

The driver 

was arrested ear-

lier that month 

for running over 

his partner with 

the same vehicle. 

However, his bail 

was set at $1,000, which 

the driver paid to be 

released two days before 

the parade.

The debate has since 

widened over how the 

state handles bail and sig-

nature bond conditions—

how much money an 

arrested individual must 

pay to be released from jail 

and the rules they have to 

follow as their cases move 

through the court system.

Earlier this week, Gov. 

Tony Evers hinted that he 

would support efforts to 

strengthen the state’s bail 

system.

Janesville Police Chief 

David Moore also sup-

ports bail reform. The sys-

tem as it stands poses a 

detriment to the well-be-

ing of the community, he 

said Thursday.

“The serious crime that 

we have here in Janesville 

is largely com-

mitted by rela-

tively few offend-

ers,” Moore said, 

justifying the set-

ting of higher bail 

amounts for these 

individuals.

In Rock County, 

there have been 

several cases of offenders 

being released after post-

ing a low bond and then 

committing similar, some-

times fatal, offenses.

As previously reported 

in The Gazette, Janesville 

resident Jeremy Mondy 

was charged with first-de-

gree intentional homi-

cide in Wisconsin Dells 

last February. Two weeks 

prior, Mondy received a 

signature bond, with con-

ditions barring him from 

coming into contact with 

Support for bail 
reform grows at 
state, local level

Moore

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

While New Year’s Eve 
party plans were being 
finalized by area restau-
ranteurs and venue oper-
ators, county health offi-
cials recommended res-
idents avoid large gath-
erings or get tested for 
COVID-19 before joining 
fellow revelers.

“Rapid (home) antigen 
tests are a good option 
for timely results if they 
are available,” said Jes-
sica Turner, spokesperson 
for the Rock County Pub-
lic Health Department. 
“People should stay home 
if they are ill, have tested 
positive for COVID-19 or if 
they are unvaccinated and 

have been in close contact 

with someone who has 

tested positive for COVID-

19.”

Everyone, regardless of 

vaccination status, should 

wear a mask in any indoor 

setting, Turner said.

With that said, several 

restaurants and venues 

are holding New Year’s 

Eve bashes with food and 

live music to bid good-

bye to 2021 and welcome 

2022.

In Downtown Janes-

ville, Genisa Wine Bar at 

11 N. Main St. is offering 

a four-course meal start-

ing at 4 p.m. A few tickets 

were still available Thurs-

day.

COVID-19 caution 
urged before New 
Year’s Eve bashes
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