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Millions spent
An analysis of data found 
the state bought $99 million 
worth of medical equipment 
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pandemic. Page 2A

Early lead holds up
Green Bay held off a 
second-half push from 
Carolina for a 24-16 
win Saturday night. 
Page 1B

Classified . . . . 10B-12B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .7B

Legals . . . . . . . . .4A, 7A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . 10A

Nation/World  .8B-10B

Opinion . . . . . . . . 6A-7A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . 12B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .9A

©2020 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A 
nurse is sometimes the last person 
dying COVID-19 patients see during 
their final moments.

Patients’ families and friends 

are not allowed to visit them, and nurses are 

among the few hospital staff members with 

the training and equipment to be in the highly 

specialized rooms with patients suffering from 

the disease caused by the novel coronavirus.

Nurses can become attached to patients 

after caring for them for days or weeks. But 

they’re not truly family. They’re likely not the 

people patients expect to speak their final 

R
ock County Sheriff Troy 
Knudson couldn’t believe 
what he read.

Earlier this year, he searched 

old newspapers online for histori-

cal information about the sheriff ’s 

office.

In the process, he discovered a 

woman way ahead 

of her time.

A January 1917 

article from the 

Janesville Daily 

Gazette named 

18 new deputies 

appointed by the 

Rock County sheriff.

Among them was 

Mary Whalen of 

Beloit, who “has the 

distinction of being 

the only woman 

deputy sheriff ever 

appointed from this office and 

probably the only one in the entire 

state,” the article said.

Whalen was named a deputy for 

the municipal court in Beloit.

“It’s pretty astounding that Miss 

Mary Whalen would have been 

involved in this line 

of work back in 1917,” 

Knudson said.

The article does 

not make clear if 

Whalen performed 

the same job duties 

as male deputies in 

1917.

Until Knudson’s 

discovery, the first 

female deputy was considered to be 

Karen Thom, who was hired in 1977. 

She performed the same job duties 

as male deputies, including working 

on patrol.

Before being hired as a Rock 

County deputy, Thom made history 

at the Wisconsin State Patrol as one 

of the first women to wear a badge 

and a uniform.

Knudson did not find another 

Gazette article about Whalen until 

Nov. 8, 1933.

The story showed how far she 

had come.

Whalen held two federal posi-

tions as the “only woman advisor to 

the federal narcotics bureau” and 

was a special assistant to the U.S. 

attorney general, the article said.

When she resigned the posts, 

Whalen returned to Beloit to prac-

tice law.

A search by the Beloit Histori-

cal Society did not turn up a photo 

of Whalen or any other information 

about her life.

Sheriff  
unearths 
history

Somebody to lean on

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Kara Sankey, chief nursing officer at Mercyhealth Hospital and Trauma Center in Janesville, performs a wide variety of jobs at the hospital, 
including administrative and leadership duties. One of her most important jobs is helping nurses cope with the stress and emotional trauma 
of caring for seriously ill people.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Kara Sankey speaks with Jay MacNeal about updates on when COVID-19 vaccine ship-
ments might arrive. The COVID-19 vaccine has not yet made it to Mercyhealth’s Janes-
ville hospital, but it has been administered at Mercyhealth’s Rockton Avenue and River-
side Boulevard campuses in Rockford, Ill.

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ................66 -172 11,450
Deaths .............. 1 +1 105
 Total Change
Hosp. .................40 (Dec. 17) -3 (from Dec. 10)
Monday’s positivity rate: 30%
*-The trend column shows how many more or fewer cases 
and deaths were reported the same day in the previous week.
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Knudson discovers  
county’s first female  

deputy was hired in 1917

By Andrew Taylor

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Top Capitol Hill negotiators sealed a deal 

Sunday on an almost $1 trillion COVID-19 

economic relief package, finally delivering 

long-overdue help to businesses and indi-

viduals and providing money to deliver vac-

cines to a nation eager for them.

The agreement, announced by congres-

sional leaders, would establish a temporary 

$300 per week supplemental jobless bene-

fit and a $600 direct stimulus payment to 

most Americans, along with a new round 

of subsidies for hard-hit businesses and 

money for schools, health care providers 

and renters facing eviction.

It came after months of battling and 

posturing, but the negotiating dynamic 

changed in Republicans’ favor after the 

election and as the end of the congressional 

session neared. President-elect Joe Biden 

was eager for a deal to deliver long-awaited 

help to suffering people and a boost to the 

economy even though it was less than half 

the size that Democrats wanted this fall.

House leaders informed lawmakers that 

they would vote on the legislation today, 

and the Senate was likely to vote today, too. 

Lawmakers were eager to leave Washing-

ton and close out a tumultuous year.

Congress set to vote today on pandemic relief
Deal reached Sunday includes 
$300 jobless aid supplement, 

$600 payments for most

Knudson

Mercyhealth nurse manager  
cares for those caring  
for hospital’s patients
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