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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Eighteen people are hospitalized 

in Rock County with COVID-19, the 

most in a single day since May 28.

The number of hospitalizations 

has steadily increased since late 

August, according to data from the 

Rock County Public Health Depart-

ment.

Data compiled last week shows 

Rock County hospitals had 65% of 

intensive care unit beds available, 

74% of ventilators available and 67% 

of medical/surgical beds available.

It is unknown publicly how this 

week’s numbers will affect those 

resources.

The county has 622 active and con-

firmed cases of COVID-19, a 181.45% 

increase from Sept. 1, when there 

were 221 cases.

Since March, the county has had 

2,601 confirmed cases and 32 deaths. 

Of all who have been infected, 8% 

have been hospitalized, according to 

county data.

Eighteen percent of test results 

returned Tuesday were positive. The 

positivity rates Sunday and Monday 

were 38% and 6%, respectively.

The county’s goal is to have a 5% or 

less positivity rate over a 14-day aver-

age. As of Sept. 22, the 14-day average 

was 10.29%.

State officials are pleading with 

residents to take precautions as infec-

tions continue to climb statewide.

The state has tacked on more than 

2,000 new cases per day in eight of 

18 hospitalized with COVID-19
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Rock County’s total  
is highest since May

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Left: Kelly Fanning paints a large sun at the beginning of the new Born Learning Trail that was installed by United Way Blackhawk Region volun-
teers in Janesville’s Bond Park on Tuesday. The idea behind the trail is to let children at a young age begin learning numbers, letters, words and 
shapes before they start primary school because the research shows such early learning helps kids succeed. Ten signs, in both English and Span-
ish, installed in the park suggest educational games for kids and parents. Alliant Energy provided $7,000 for the signs, and the United Way has 
plans to install other such trails in other area parks. Right, top: Colleen Curtis Trappe paints a blue circle Tuesday at one of the stations along 
the trail in Bond Park. Right, bottom: A volunteer paints the letter A near one trail sign in the park.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A new grant could inject 

momentum into efforts to boost 

literacy in the Janesville School 

District.

The Janesville School Board 

last week unanimously approved 

applying for the early literacy 

grant, which would give the school 

district $300,000 to try to lift stag-

nant literacy numbers among 

third-graders.

The three-year grant is through 

the Janesville Foundation, a fund-

ing nonprofit that shares donated 

money for community projects.

At the Sept. 22 school board 

meeting, Superintendent Steve 

Pophal gave a presentation on the 

district’s promises, which showed 

the district is far behind on its 

goal of having 90% of third-grad-

ers reading at the appropriate level 

by 2022.

Grant 
could aid 
literacy  
efforts

United Way volunteers paint learning tools in Janesville’s Bond Park

Janesville district plans 
to apply for $300,000

By Jonathan Lemire, Darlene Superville,  

Will Weissert and Michelle L. Price

Associated Press

CLEVELAND

Marked by angry interruptions and bit-

ter accusations, the first debate between 

President Donald Trump and Democratic 

challenger Joe Biden erupted in contentious 

exchanges Tuesday night over the corona-

virus pandemic, city violence, job losses 

and how the Supreme Court will shape the 

future of the nation’s health care.

In what was the most chaotic presiden-

tial debate in recent memory, somehow fit-

ting for what has been an extraordinarily 

ugly campaign, the two men frequently 

talked over each other with Trump inter-

rupting, nearly shouting, so often that Biden 

eventually snapped at him, “Will you shut 

up, man?”

“The fact is that everything he’s said so far 

is simply a lie,” Biden said. “I’m not here to 

call out his lies. Everybody knows he’s a liar.”
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RELATED
• ‘We are in crisis’: Wisconsin reported 

640 COVID-19 hospitalizations Tuesday, an all-time 
high./2A

• More children testing positive: Kids 
of all ages now make up 10% of all U.S. coronavirus 
cases, up from 2% in April./6B

Decorum in short supply at first Trump-Biden debate
Combative president shouts over challenger, moderator, fails to condemn white supremacist group

Turn to DEBATE on Page 7A

Council to meet
After a third-party tech 

outage postponed  

Monday night’s meeting,  

the Janesville City 

Council plans to meet 

tonight. Page 3A

Suter will start
The Brewers are going with  

Brent Suter to start tonight  

in Game 1 of their wild-card 

series against the Dodgers. 

Page 1B

Plenty of assets
Experts say President 

Donald Trump has enough 

in assets to cover the 

hundreds of millions in 

outstanding debts he is 

reported to have. Page 6B
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