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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........23 +14 14,517
Deaths ........ 1 +1 162
 Total Change
Hosp. .....4 (March 10) -1 (from March 3)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 28%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.confidence

quick kicks

OUTDOORS

Toura Loura tour

Learn more about Janes-

ville’s Irish heritage during a 

one-hour historical walking tour 

from noon to 1 p.m. 

Saturday, 
March 13.

Led by 
Rich Fletcher, 

the walk begins 

under the arch on 

the Blain Gilbertson Family Heri-

tage Pedestrian Bridge in Janes-

ville’s town square at the inter-

section of Court, River and Water 

streets downtown.

Cost is $15 per person. To 

register or to learn more, call 

608-314-5557.

MUSIC

Celtic concert

Enjoy rish music while sup-

porting the arts locally when We 

Banjo 3 hits the virtual stage at 

4 p.m. Saturday, March 13, live 

from Dublin, Ireland.

The livestream performance 

marks the first time band mem-

bers will 
perform 
together in 

the past year. 

The show is 

being broadcast 

from the Pearse 

Lyons Distillery in 

Dublin.
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In ‘Living’
Anxiety fueled by the pandemic, 

poor economy have people turning 

to rage rooms for relief. Page 3C

Projecting

confidence
Projecting

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

S
t know 

theaters. After Wildwood closed 

due to COVID-19, Lehr was 

forced to lay off her entire staff 

in an effort to cut costs. While 

 

business or bartering with dis-

tributors to unload Wildwood’s 

concession reserves, she was 

helping clean and update the 

building.

To further compound prob-

lems, most film companies 

have either pulled back produc-

tion or delayed release of sev-

eral anticipated movies. Wild-

s reliance on replaying 

Movie theaters preparing 

for post-pandemic future

Back to the show
The Wildwood Theatres 

screens, which have  

been dark since July, are 

preparing to show new 

movies again starting in 

late April. kicks, inside

By Michelle R. Smith  

and Andrew Meldrum

Associated Press

No one has been untouched.

Not the Michigan woman 

who awakened one morning, 

her wife dead by her side. Not 

the domestic worker in Mozam-

bique, her livelihood threatened 

by the virus. Not the North Car-

olina mother who struggled to 

keep her business and her fam-

ily going amid rising anti-Asian  

racism. Not the sixth-grader, 

exiled from the classroom in the 
blink of an eye.

It happened a year ago. “I 
expected to go back after that 
week,” said Darelyn Maldonado, 
now 12. “I didn’t think that it 
would take years.”

On March 11, 2020, when 
the World Health Organization 
declared a pandemic, few could 
foresee the long road ahead or 
the many ways in which they 
would suffer—the deaths and 
agonies of millions, the ruined 
economies, the disrupted lives 
and near-universal loneliness 

After pandemic year, weary world looks back—and forward 

Associated Press
A man and a girl on a scooter are backdropped by a Lombardy 
region campaign advertising reading in Italian ‘ Coronavirus let’s 
stop it together ‘ at the Porta Nuova business district in Milan on 
March 11, 2020. Italy closed shops and restaurants after lock-
ing down in the face of 10,000 coronavirus reported infections.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A college scholarship program 

designed to get more teachers of 
color into the Janesville School 
District will expand and be avail-
able to people outside of Janes-
ville.

The Janesville Multicultural 
Teacher Scholarship was founded 
in 2007 by former school board 
member and former state Sen. 
Tim Cullen and is funded through 
private donations.

It does not incur a cost to 
the school district and provides 
recipients $5,000 a year for up to 
five years to help with schooling. 
Recipients agree to teach in the 
Janesville School District for at 
least three years after graduating.

Seven past recipients work in 
the Janesville district, including 
Marshall Middle School Dean of 
Students Daniel Jackson, who 
presented an annual update to 
the school board Tuesday.

The scholarship has produced 
10 licensed teachers, and 18 oth-
ers received the scholarship but 

TO APPLY
The application for the Janes-

ville Multicultural Teacher Schol-
arship can be found on the Com-
munity Foundation of Southern 
Wisconsin website, cfsw.org.

Applications are reviewed in 
April and are awarded in May.

Scholarship 
program 
widens  

its search
Multicultural teacher 

scholarship expands to 
people outside Janesville

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A landmark sign first 

installed in the neon 1950s 
will make a luminous 
return to the side of the 
YMCA building in down-
town Janesville sometime 
this spring.

The YMCA of Northern 
Rock County is using pri-
vate donations to rehab 
the 15-foot-tall, blade-style 
neon sign that has hung 
for 63 years on the north-
east side of the Y on Dodge 
Street.

The sign has been dark 
for at least 15 years, either 
because of a wiring prob-
lem or neon leak.

Janesville sign fabrica-
tor JNB Signs is tackling 
the job of replacing all of 
the big metal sign’s wir-
ing, glass tubing and more 
to bring it back to its origi-
nal, neon-glowing state—or 
at least as close to original 
as possible.

JNB Signs General Man-
ager Nick Russotto, graphic 
designer Kaitlin Hackner 
and sales manager Matt 
Stried said they and YMCA 
leaders dug for historical 
details on the original color 
and lighting scheme for the 
sign, which is now in pieces 
at JNB’s south-side shop.

It’s clear from the way 
the ceramic paint has held 

up that the sign was never 
repainted from its origi-
nal red, white and blue. A 
Gazette article from Jan. 
24, 1958, reported the then-
new “attractive neon sign” 
was being installed to cap 
off a remodeling project the 
Y underwent the same year.

The article doesn’t men-
tion which neon colors cast 
the original glow, and it 
might be anybody’s guess.

Based on past work 
orders and parts replace-
ments, Russotto said JNB 
has pieced together that 
sometime in the 1970s, 
someone servicing the sign 
swapped its original light-
ing scheme in favor of 
orange-and-green neon—
two colors most popular 
at that time. Most old pho-
tos of the sign at night are 
in black and white, which 
are of little help in a color 
reconstruction.

Stried remembers see-
ing the sign at night as a 

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Fabricator Randy Pete works to cover a newly built arrow in a skin of aluminum 
sheeting while working to restore the YMCA sign inside JNB Signs in Janesville on 
Wednesday.

JNB Signs 
employee 
Marcel 
Martinez 
unplugs 
an existing 
neon light 
to show the 
color of the 
large letter  
M on the 
YCMA sign.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville Senior Center is slated to 

reopen June 1, but officials don’t yet know 
what safety precautions will have to be 
taken to do so.

The COVID-19 pandemic is changing 
rapidly, and a lot of things will likely be dif-
ferent by June 1, said Shelley Slapak, direc-
tor of the city’s recreation division.

But Slapak is certain reopening the 
senior center will happen gradually and 

Janesville Senior Center,  
closed for almost a year due to  
pandemic, set to reopen June 1

Life has changed 
dramatically since 
pandemic declared

Neon glow 
to return

YMCA to light up its iconic 
downtown sign again

The YMCA of Northern Rock 

County is using private 

donations to rehab the 

15-foot-tall, blade-style neon 

sign that has hung for 63 

years on the northeast side 

of the Y on Dodge Street.
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