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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Phyllis Vivian Allison
•Marjorie J. Betthauser
•Marvin J. Boss
•Melvin “Mike” Bouton
•Carol A. Brown
•Gwendolyn “Gwen” Daluge

•David Karl Dykeman
•Janette R. Earleywine
•Larry J. Ewing Jr.
•Shirlee K. French
•Karen E. Hamlett
•Joan P. Norby

•John E. Nottestad
•Daniel P. Sheridan
•Gary A. Sorenson
•Gene Allen Tiegs
•Beverly A. Westwood

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 67 | Low 46  

Mostly cloudy
More on 7A

Professor Ryan?
Former House Speaker 

Paul Ryan will lecture at 

the University of Notre 

Dame starting this fall. 

Page 3A

Cougars win
Craig tops Parker, 

7-0, in Big Eight 

Conference baseball 

action Monday.  

Page 1B

Opening salvos
President Trump boosts 

rhetoric as release of 

redacted Mueller report 

is expected Thursday. 
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Monday would have been a 

beautiful, if chilly, day for Milton 

resident Matt Scheurman to ride 

out of Boardtracker Harley-Da-

vidson dealership on his motor-

cycle.

But that wasn’t an option.

On Monday, Boardtracker 

was shuttered—a decision deal-

ership staff learned Saturday, a 

man calling himself a “now for-

mer employee” told The Gazette. 

A sign on the door Monday gave 

notice: “The dealership is closed.”

Boardtracker’s service depart-

ment had Scheurman’s bike, a 

2006 Harley-Davidson Electric 

Classic, in for repairs for about 

three weeks. Initially, the shop 

said, Boardtracker needed to wait 

for a parts shipment to get a main 

drive belt the bike needed.

Now, Scheurman’s Harley is 

locked up inside Boardtracker’s 

dealership, and Scheurman said 

he has no idea how he can get the 

bike, repaired or not.

Gazette phone calls to the deal-

ership on the city’s north side were 

answered Monday by a machine 

with a recorded message: “You 

have reached Boardtracker Har-

ley-Davidson. The dealership is 

closed.”

Boardtracker has been in a 

legal fight this year after Har-

ley-Davidson Credit Corp. filed a 

lawsuit in federal court in Febru-

ary. The lawsuit alleges the deal-

ership’s registered owner, Sara 

Pomeroy of Boardtracker Har-

ley-Davidson and Iron Town Har-

ley-Davidson, was selling motor-

cycles but not paying back Har-

ley-Davidson’s creditor for money 

the dealerships had borrowed to 

acquire motorcycles and other 

products.

The creditor had sought to get 

Boardtracker’s sales shut down, 

arguing Boardtracker had com-

mitted breach of lending arrange-

ments and fraud by continuing to 

sell motorcycles even as it repeat-

edly bounced checks or failed to 

make payments on loans from 

Harley-Davidson.

A federal judge issued a 

Associated Press photos
Above and below: Flames and smoke rise as the spire on Notre 
Dame Cathedral collapses Monday in Paris. Massive plumes of 
smoke filled the air as ash from the architectural wonder fell on 
tourists and others. Left: People pray as Notre Dame Cathedral 
burns Monday in Paris. A catastrophic fire engulfed the upper 
reaches of the cathedral as it was undergoing renovations Mon-
day, threatening one of the greatest architectural treasures of 
the Western world. For more about the blaze, turn to Page 7B.

Power down: Boardtracker suddenly closes doors

By Lori Hinnant, Samuel Petrequin and Elaine Ganley

Associated Press

PARIS
A massive fire engulfed the upper reaches 

of Paris’ soaring Notre Dame Cathedral as it 
was undergoing renovations Monday, threat-
ening one of the greatest architectural trea-
sures of the Western world as tourists and 
Parisians looked on aghast from the streets 
below.

The blaze collapsed the cathedral’s spire 
and spread to one of its landmark rectangu-
lar towers, but Paris fire chief Jean-Claude 
Gallet said the church’s structure had been 
saved after firefighters managed to stop the 
fire spreading to the northern belfry. The 
12th-century cathedral is home to incalcula-
ble works of art and is one of the world’s most 
famous tourist attractions, immortalized by 
Victor Hugo’s 1831 novel “The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame.”

The exact cause of the blaze was not known, 
but French media quoted the Paris fire brigade 
as saying the fire is “potentially linked” to a 6 
million-euro ($6.8 million) renovation project 
on the church’s spire and its 250 tons of lead. 
The Paris prosecutors’ office ruled out arson 
and possible terror-related motives and said 
it was treating it as an accident.

As the spire fell, the sky lit up orange and 
flames shot out of the roof behind the nave of 
the cathedral, among the most visited land-
marks in the world. Hundreds of people lined 
up on bridges around the island that houses 
the church, watching in shock as acrid smoke 
rose in plumes. Speaking alongside junior 
Interior Minister Laurent Nunez late Monday, 
Gallet noted that “two thirds of the roofing has 
been ravaged.” He said firefighters would keep 
working overnight to cool down the building.

Late Monday, signs pointed to the fire near-
ing an end as lights could be seen through the 
windows moving around the front of the cathe-
dral, apparently investigators inspecting the 
scene. The city’s mayor, Anne Hidalgo, said 
the significant collection of artwork and holy 
objects inside the church had been recovered. 

Turn to CLOSED on Page 7A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON
The Milton School Board on 

Monday hired Huffman Facility 
Development as an owner’s rep-
resentative to oversee projects in 
the $59.9 million referendum vot-
ers approved April 2.

And after a nearly two-hour 
closed session, board members also 
identified the scope of an upcom-
ing financial audit by accounting 
firm Baker Tilly.

The board last week hired Baker 
Tilly to perform an audit of sti-
pends issued in the district over the 
last nine years to determine which 
classifications have been used and 
how stipends should be classified 
moving forward.

Attorney Lori Lubinksy recom-
mended the board hire an auditor 
to look into the use of stipends after 
an investigation into employee 
compensation in February.

Baker Tilly will submit a report 
to the board when the audit is com-
plete.

The firm’s costs will be covered 
by the district’s insurance carrier, 
district legal counsel Shana Lewis 
has said.

In open session at a special meet-
ing Monday, the board approved 
paying Huffman Facility Develop-
ment $585,000 to serve as the dis-
trict’s owner representative for the 
referendum. 

Of that cost, $82,500 will pay for 
pre-construction and design devel-
opment. The remaining $502,500 
will fund bidding and construc-
tion, according to a services pro-
posal from Huffman.

Huffman considers cost man-
agement its top job as an owner’s 
representative, according to the 
proposal.

The company has done similar 
work for school districts in Evans-
ville, Sun Prairie and Cambridge, 
as well as for the Madison Chil-
dren’s Museum, Wisconsin Insti-
tutes for Discovery and other proj-
ects across southern Wisconsin, 

School board 
locks down 
owner’s rep, 

audit plan

Turn to MILTON on Page 7A

Massive fire engulfs beloved 
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris

Turn to FIRE on Page 7A

‘We will 
rebuild it 
together’
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