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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Donald F. Anderson
•Linda Fay Beard-Whitehead
•William J. Burke
•Mark “Moose” Crisman
•Lucy “Mama Lucy” Davidson
•Virginia “Ginny” Freund

•Charlene Ann Hoyt
•Russell J. Lucht
•Harvey D. Morrison
•Norman Nehmer, IV
•Thomas Thorp

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 28 | Low 24  
Some sun, then 

clouds and chilly
More on 7A

Differing winters
A dry December has given 

way to more than 3 feet of 

snow since Jan. 1, making 

for the area’s 9th-snowiest 

winter to date. Page 3A

Cost would be about 
$50 million over 2 years

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

Republicans in the state 

Assembly came out Monday in 

support of raising the pay for at-

torneys representing poor defen-

dants as the state faces a class-ac-

tion lawsuit over the issue.

Assembly Republicans said 

they also backed hiring 61 more 

assistant district attorneys and 

raising pay for prosecutors, 

public defenders and correction-

al officers.

Their plan would cost about 

$50 million over 

two years, accord-

ing to Republican 

Rep. Mark Born 

of Beaver Dam, 

who sits on the 

budget-writing 

Joint Finance 

Committee.

“These initia-

tives are tough 

but smart on crime,” Born said 

at a news conference in the state 

Capitol.

He did not make public cer-

tain details of the plan, such as 

how much of a raise correctional 

officers and others would get.

Wisconsin pays private attor-

neys $40 an hour to represent 

criminal defendants when the 

State Public Defender’s office 

can’t handle the work. That’s 

the lowest rate in the nation, and 

many attorneys say it doesn’t cov-

er their overhead costs.

The plan Born announced 

Monday would raise the pay to 

$70 an hour. That increase would 

cost taxpayers about $33 million 

over two years, according to state 

records.

Because of the existing rate, 

private attorneys often refuse to 

take cases, leading to delays in 

getting defendants representa-

tion.

Last month, six people facing 

charges in Ashland and Bayfield 

counties sued in federal court 

over the issue.

The public defender’s office 

outsources up to 40 percent of 

its cases because it doesn’t have 

enough attorneys to cover all of 

them and sometimes has con-

flicts that prevent it from repre-

senting some defendants.

In rural areas, it can take 

weeks to find private attorneys 

for defendants.

So far, lawmakers have 

 Æ CEO had been placed 
on administrative leave

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Tom Den Boer no longer will 

be CEO of the YMCA of Northern 

Rock County, the Y’s board presi-

dent said in a statement Monday.

Board President Steve Yeko 

Jr. released a written statement 

saying Den Boer and the YMCA 

have “mutually parted ways” and 

that the board is 

enlisting help 

from the nation-

al YMCA to make 

changes in board 

organization and 

governance.

The state-

ment doesn’t ex-

plain Den Boer’s 

exit, but it comes after months 

of rancor among Y members and 

former board members and what 

the Y board called a weekslong 

internal investigation of mem-

ber concerns by the Y board.

Former board members, some 

who have now been reinstated 

to the board, went public late 

last year with allegations that 

Den Boer and a former Y board 

president in 2017 and 2018 had 

kicked off board members with-

out due process after they asked 

questions about the Y’s finances 

and its governance.

Den Boer was placed on ad-

ministrative leave in January, 

when the board hired an outside 

attorney to investigate members’ 

and former board members’ con-

cerns.

Some members have alleged 

Den Boer suspended Y members 

after they asked questions about 

the Y’s leadership and sought fi-

nancial and governance records.

One group of five concerned 

members threatened a lawsuit 

in January after the board failed 

to completely fulfill the group’s 

open records request. The group 

had sought financial records, 

board meeting minutes and oth-

er documents.

Yeko on Monday said the 

board has reviewed and re-

leased documents that were in 

the scope of the group’s earlier 

request, including “financial re-

cords, bylaws and board meet-

ings minutes.”

The board’s hired spokes-

man indicated the board’s 

Power 
play

Energy company targeting land  
in Rock, Walworth counties 

as part of solar farm proposal

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
An energy company seeking land 

in the town of Darien for a possi-
ble 250-megawatt solar farm also is 
targeting landowners in the town of 
Bradford, a project consultant said 
Monday.

Neil Palmer of Invenergy, the 
Chicago company negotiating land 
agreements in Rock and Walworth 
counties, said the company wants 
1,400 to 1,700 acres that potentially 
could house a massive, intercon-
nected array of solar panels.

He said the company has signed 
lease agreements with landowners 
in each county.

The project would resemble one 

the company proposed in Iowa 

County. That project, which is cur-

rently under consideration by the 

state Public Service 

Commission, would 

produce 300 mega-

watts of electric-

i ty—enough to 

power more than 

70,000 homes, the 

Wisconsin State 

Journal reported.

Residents who 

oppose that proj-

ect worry about valuable farmland 

becoming unusable for years and 

fear that the 1.2 million solar panels 

would hurt the area’s scenic beau-

ty and create loud noises, the State 

Last stand?
A small collection of Islamic  

State fighters are holding 

tight to a patch of land in 

Syria, refusing to surrender. 

Page 7B

Assembly plan would bolster state judicial system

Born

YMCA, 
Den Boer 

‘part 
ways’

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The intersection of North and Creek roads in the town of Darien is one possible 
location for a 250-megawatt solar farm being proposed by Invenergy, a Chicago 
company. The company is seeking to purchase 1,400 to 1,700 acres of property.
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