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MADISON

Newly sworn-in Wisconsin 

Democratic Gov. Tony Evers 

called for a rejection of “the 

tired politics of the past” in his 

inauguration speech Monday, 

urging lawmakers to find bipar-

tisan solutions to the biggest is-

sues facing the state.

Evers, the state superinten-

dent of schools since 2009, took 

over for Scott Walker and faces 

a Republican-controlled Legis-

lature that will oppose many of 

his biggest priorities. Repub-

lican legislative leaders, also 

speaking on inauguration day, 

echoed Evers’ call for biparti-

sanship but said they wouldn’t 

back down in the face of a new 

Democratic governor.

“We must turn the page on 

the tired politics of the past, we 

must lead by example,” Evers 

said during his inauguration 

address in the rotunda of the 

state Capitol. “It’s time to re-

make and repair our state and 

reclaim our better history. The 

people of Wisconsin demanded 

a change this November, and 

that change is coming.”

Evers called for transcend-

ing divisiveness.

“May we have courage in our 

conscience,” Evers said. “And 

may we be willing to do what’s 

best for the next generation 

rather than the next election.”

Evers’ ascendance as gover-

nor marks a new era in Wiscon-

sin politics, ending eight years 
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Marjorie A. Connell
•Beth Anne Englund
•Clarence M. Haas

•Robert W. Jones
•William “Bill” McKinney
•Donnarae Minshall

•Dorothy May Darow

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 19  

A few morning 
showers; cooler

More on 7A

Pack picks LaFleur
Reports indicate Green Bay 
has offered head coaching 
job to Titans’ offensive 
coordinator. Page 1B

Trump card?
President considering 
using national emergency  
declaration to begin border 
wall construction. Page 6B

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON
The Milton School District has de-

cided to close the pool at Milton High 
School on March 1 because the HVAC 
system that serves the pool is on the 
verge of failure.

At a special school board meeting 
Monday night, Superintendent Tim 
Schigur said the system is beginning 
to break down. The district’s mainte-

nance team has been 
making manual adjust-
ments to keep it func-
tional, but the system 
could shut down any 
day, he said.

Schigur and Ste-
phen Schantz, direc-
tor of buildings and 
grounds, concluded 
the pool was near the 
end of its life Wednes-
day after a couple of 
weeks of discussion, 
Schigur said.

The district will try 
to keep the pool open 
until March 1, but if 
the system complete-
ly breaks down before 
then, the pool will close 
immediately, Schigur 
said.

In a June report, 
engineers from con-
sulting firm Ramaker 
and Associates recom-
mended the HVAC sys-
tem be replaced.

The system is lo-
cated on a mezzanine 
level above the pool 
equipment room and 
is accessible only by a 
ladder and a small en-
trance, Schantz said. 
Additionally, much of 
the system cannot be 
accessed without re-
moving surrounding 
walls, which would 
make any work on it 
expensive and labori-
ous, he said.

Ramaker and Asso-
ciates estimated it would cost a little 
more than $1 million to extend the 
pool’s life by another five to 10 years. 
A new pool is estimated to cost $7.8 
million.

A new pool was included in a $59.9 
million draft referendum question, 
which the board is expected to approve 
next week for placement on the spring 
ballot.

If the referendum passes, the dis-
trict will get a new pool, but it will take 

Evers urges compromise
New governor calls on legislative leaders to serve constituents, not parties

Associated Press photos
Above: Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers addresses the audience after being sworn in during his inauguration ceremony at the state Capitol in 
Madison on Monday. Below: Wisconsin Supreme Court Chief Justice Pat Roggensack, left, swears in Evers, right, as his wife, Kathy, looks on 
during Monday’s ceremony.
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jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN

A Walworth County judge 

Monday set a $1 million cash 

bond for a town of Delavan 

man who reportedly called 

police and told them he 

stabbed his wife, who re-

cords show had filed for di-

vorce.

Judge Phillip Koss or-

dered the bond for Robert J. 

Scott, 56, of 4003 S. Channel 

Drive, after police arrested 

Scott on Sunday morning at 

his home.

Scott is 

accused of 

s t a b b i n g 

his  wife , 

Rochelle R. 

Scott, 58. 

Court re-

cords show 

R o c h e l l e 

filed for di-

vorce less than three weeks 

ago.

Police have said they ar-

rived at the town of Delavan 

home at about 10:36 a.m. 

Sunday and found Robert 

standing in the driveway. Ro-

chelle was inside the house, 

dead from stab wounds.

District Attorney Zeke 

Wiedenfeld said Robert, who 

appeared Monday by video 

from the Walworth County 

Jail, “repeatedly” stabbed 

someone.

“Your honor this is a se-

rious, violent offense,” Wie-

denfeld said.

RELATED
• Change at the top: Walker’s 

tenure one marked by change./Page 2A

TOWN OF DELAVAN

Stabbing death
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