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•Terrence “Terry” Benish
•Dean W. Braun
•LaVena “Dee” Clark
•Jeffrey Wayne Dary
•Pamela Sue Dunn
•Gerald J. Kolak

•Russell W. Kutz
•Joseph D. Marzen
•Jerald L. Nordlee
•Erma C. Plantikow
•Gregory M. Schork
•Kathleen M. (Wenzel) Van Kaster

Woelfle named 

player of the year
Pitcher Mitchell Woelfle  

of Craig High School has 

been named area baseball 

player of the year by 

The Gazette. Pages 1B, 2B

Celebrating 

Juneteenth
Beloit hosted a Juneteenth 

celebration at Telfer Park. 

It was a return of the local 

event after a long hiatus. 

Page 3A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 77 | Low 67  
Strong t-storms; 
damaging winds

More on 13A

1.Two months after Jenna Brovold 
and Casey J. DePriest broke up, 

Brovold told her sister she was afraid 

to stay at her home that night.

DePriest had said something to the 

effect of “You will be sorry,” according 

to court documents.

On the night of May 13, DePriest 

shot and killed Brovold, shot her 

brother and took his own life at the 

Darien home where the couple had 

lived.

COMMON DENOMINATOR
By Jonah Beleckis • jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

2.Less than three weeks after Rob-
ert J. Scott’s wife, Rochelle, filed for 

divorce, Walworth County prosecutors 
say he stabbed her more than 20 times 
in their town of Delavan home.

3.The night after Steven and 
Rebecca Kohs talked about 

divorce, Steven at about midnight  
Dec. 2 stormed into a Darien apart-
ment, said “Who wants to die tonight?” 
and shot Rebecca and a friend who 
was there, William W. Swift.

Rebecca survived, but Swift did not. 

Steven took his own life.

4.
In the past seven months, these 
three homicides—no more than 
5 miles apart—have a common 

denominator: domestic violence.

Experts and research show such a trend 

is not limited to Walworth County. Far from 

it.

So how did these instances end with 

such violence?

One potential sign, among many, 

includes the elevated danger that comes 

when a relationship has ended, said Jessi 

Luepnitz, a YWCA Rock County program 

director.

“Basically that person has taken away 

the power and control over the person 

that’s being abusive,” she said. “So then 

aggressiveness escalates. Abuse, physical 

abuse, everything escalates.”

By the numbers
Looking locally, across the state and 

nationwide, research shows stark and trou-

bling patterns.

Ten of Janesville’s 22 homicides between 

1986 and 2012 were domestic-violence 

related.

Wisconsin in 2016 saw more deaths 

connected to domestic violence—73 total, 

59 victims and 14 perpetrators as part 

of murder suicides—than any year since 

2000, which is when End Domestic Abuse 

Wisconsin started tracking such data in 

its annual homicide report (although the 

report says it’s possible the high figure is 

due in part to more available information 

over time).

In 2017, the statewide number went 

down to 62.

After analyzing 4,484 killings of women 

Walworth County’s most recent homicides rooted in domestic violence

By Andrew DeMillo

Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
Arkansas voters have been active 

in recent years, passing ballot ini-

tiatives that legalized medical mari-

juana, raised the minimum wage and 

expanded casino gambling.

That hasn’t gone over well with 

Republicans.

Arkansas’ GOP-dominated Legisla-

ture has taken steps this year that will 

make it harder to put such proposals 

before voters, and they are not the only 

ones.

Florida, North Dakota, South Dakota 

and Utah also have enacted restrictions 

on the public’s ability to place initiatives 

on the ballot. In Michigan, the state’s 

top election official is being sued over 

Republican-enacted requirements that 

make it harder to qualify proposals for 

the ballot.

In all, lawmakers in 16 states intro-

duced more than 120 bills this year that 

would weaken the initiative process, 

James Akbar came home from 
Vietnam in 1967 to a crowd he never 
forgot.

“Our officer warned 
us to get into civil-
ian clothes because 
there were hostile peo-
ple outside the plane,” 
Akbar remembers.

He changed from 
his uniform into a suit 
he bought in Vietnam, 
but it didn’t matter.

When he got off the 
plane, the shouting 
started.

“They called us 
women killers and 

baby killers,” Akbar said. “They spit 
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Welcome 

home
July 4 Beloit event  

to honor Vietnam vets
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MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

Creating 
hurdles?

Around the country, 
GOP lawmakers are making 

ballot initiatives harder
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