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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 9A
•Eunice A. (Smith) Collins
•Charles H. “Chuck” Kuolt
•Leanna L. Lambert
•Bonnie R. Seach
•William G. Tracy Jr.
•Jon A. Yakes

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 62  

Mostly sunny  
and pleasant
More on 10A

Restoration on deck
A Milton property owner 
has plans to refurbish a pair 
of storefronts he owns on 
Parkview Drive to their original, 
pre-1970 appearance. Page 3A

More frustration
Two days after being shut out 
by the Dodgers, the Brewers 
narrowly escaped the same 
fate Wednesday, falling to 
Los Angeles 2-1. Page 1B

No politics
The Kettle Moraine School Board 
enacted a policy to keep teachers 
from displaying items on school 
grounds that the district deems 
political in nature. Page 9A
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DARIEN

In the Walworth County 

village of Darien, where as 

of mid-July a single home 

building permit had been 

taken out this year, and 

the total tax rate has been 

among the area’s highest 

for nearly 15 years, officials 

see new development as 

the key to reducing the tax 

burden on residents.

The tiny village, which 

stretches over just 1.29 

square miles and had 

a population of 1,471 in 

2020, was Walworth Coun-

ty’s most expensive munici-

pality to pay property taxes 

in last year, analysis by The 

Gazette shows.

Darien’s 2021 total tax 

rate, including village, 

school district, technical 

college and county por-

tions, was $26.47 per $1,000 

of assessed property value. 

And the village portion of 

that—$14.20 per $1,000—

in 2021 was 20% higher 

than any other village or 

city in Walworth County.

Some other municipali-

ties come close with their 

total tax rates—for exam-

ple, village of Sharon prop-

erty owners who are within 

the J11 school district 

boundaries paid $22.76 per 

$1,000 in 2021.

But in places like Fon-

tana, Lake Geneva and 

parts of Bloomfield, the 
total tax rate—includ-
ing the school, municipal, 
county and technical col-
lege portions—is less than 
Darien’s village portion 
alone.

Spreading the burden

Part of the solution, vil-

lage of Darien officials sug-

gest, is spreading out the 

burden among a larger pool 

of taxpayers, by bringing in 

more business and residen-

tial development.

That has been tried, 

with mixed success. 

One such development, 

A big tax burden 
rests on tiny Darien

Gazette file photo
This aerial photo shows the village of Darien in 2018.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Brian Walter gives the flower beds in front of the Rotary Botanical Gardens a good soak while working early 
Wednesday morning in Janesville.

Tending to Rotary Botanical Gardens

By Todd Richmond  

and harm Venhuizen

Associated Press

MADISON
A judge on Wednesday 

dropped a contempt order 
against the former state 
Supreme Court justice who 
investigated Wisconsin’s 
2020 election, but not with-
out a final jab at Michael 
Gableman for leading an 
inquiry where “there is sim-
ply nothing there.”

Dane County Judge Frank 

Remington’s ruling ends his 

participation in a liberal 

watchdog group’s lawsuit 

seeking records from Gable-

man’s investigation. Rem-

ington has been critical of 

Gableman for months and 

managed to get in a few part-

ing shots, writing that the 

records Gableman turned 

over were hardly substan-

tial and that his investiga-

tion turned up nothing.

“If (Gableman’s office) did 

not create strategic records, 

then what did (the office) do 

with the resources given to 

it by the people of the state 

of Wisconsin?” Reming-

ton wrote. “There simply is 

nothing there.”

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos hired Gableman in June 

2021 at taxpayer expense 

to investigate unfounded 

claims that Joe Biden some-

how stole the election from 

former President Donald 

Trump. Multiple reviews 

and recounts have deter-

mined that Biden’s victory 

was legitimate.

Gableman’s Wisconsin 

probe has so far cost taxpay-

ers more than $1.1 million. 

Vos finally ended it on Fri-

day, firing Gableman after 

the former justice endorsed 

Vos’ primary opponent 

and called for decertifying 

Biden’s win in Wisconsin, 

a move Vos has repeatedly 

said is legally impossible.

Liberal watchdog group 

American Oversight filed 

four lawsuits seeking records 

from Gableman’s office. One 

of them landed in Reming-

ton’s court. He held Gable-

man in contempt in June 

for refusing to comply with 

American Oversight’s record 

requests and for berating 

him from the witness stand. 

He ordered Gableman to 

conduct a comprehensive 

search for the records and 

fined him $2,000 a day until 

he complied.

Remington released an 

order Wednesday saying 

Gableman submitted an 

affidavit June 28 saying he 

had conducted the search. 

Gableman contempt order rescinded
Court held him  

in contempt over 
missing documents

Amber Arnold/Wisconsin State Journal via AP
Former Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Michael 
Gableman, an investigator hired by Republicans to 
look into former President Donald Trump’s 2020 loss 
in the battleground state, takes the stand and refuses to 
answer questions from Dane County Judge Frank Rem-
ington in Madison in June. Remington ruled Wednesday 
that Gableman was no longer in contempt of orders to 
produce documents related to the inquiry, saying Gable-
man had made a sincere effort to find the records. Gable-
man was fired last week by Assembly Speaker Robin Vos.
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ORFORDVILLE

Voters in the Parkview School 

District will see two referendum 

questions on the Nov. 8 ballot.

Parkview’s Board of Education 

voted this week to move forward 

with the plan to seek $15.4 million 

for capital/facilities improvements 

and $2 million per year for three 

years for operations.

The approved referendum lan-

guage says the additional funds 

are needed to attract and retain 

high-quality staff; maintain small 

class sizes; offer advanced place-

ment and elective courses; and 

address operational needs, edu-

cational upgrades, and deferred 

maintenance across the district. 

If the referendum is approved, the 

district would move ahead with 

remodeling and adding onto both 

its elementary school and junior/

senior high school.
In 2020, Parkview School Dis-

trict voters approved an opera-
tional referendum, that sunsets in 
2023. And over the past two years, 
state aid has not kept up with ris-
ing costs, according to a release 
from the district.

In 2014, voters approved a 
capital referendum for facility 
improvements. Now, the district 
would like to build upon what was 
started, the release said.

Approval of the opera-
tional referendum question 

Parkview school district 
sets November referendum

Parkview’s Board of Education  

voted this week to move forward  

with the plan to seek $15.4 million 

for capital/facilities improvements 

and $2 million per year for three 

years for operations.
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