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Political chaos online?
The ability to adapt a political 

message to tiny audiences  

combined with a vulnerability 

to manipulation make social  

media sites a concern during  

the 2020 election. Page 6B

Brewery helps 

keep YWCA warm
A donation by New Glarus 

Brewing Company is  

helping YWCA Rock  

County replace a boiler. 

Page 3A

Big crowd sees 

Jets win again, 7-3
A standing-room-only crowd 

saw six members of the  

Janesville team score in  

Friday’s win over the  

Springfield Jr. Blues. Page 1B
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MILTON

I
n some ways, Val Crofts is a lot like everyone’s favor-
ite high school social studies teacher.

He’s a self-proclaimed history geek. He’s always 
telling stories. His classroom features pictures of his-

torically important people and has warplanes hanging 

from the ceiling.

But Crofts’ former students will tell you he’s one of a 

kind: a teacher who’s also a friend, coach and source of 

career inspiration.

He can even inspire you to get a tattoo incorporating 

the first three words of the U.S. Constitution.

Crofts, who teaches AP U.S. government and poli-

tics, U.S. history and U.S. military history at Milton High 

School, recently was named the state’s recipient of the 

Outstanding Teacher of American History Award given by 

the Wisconsin Society Daughters of the American Revo-

lution.

He and teachers from other states were nominated for 

the national award.

Beloved Milton social studies teacher wins statewide award

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Milton High School social studies teacher Val Crofts talks with students during their AP U.S. government and politics class on Friday at 
the high school. Crofts recently was named the state’s Outstanding Teacher of American History by the Wisconsin Society Daughters of 
the American Revolution.

By Lisa Mascaro, Eric Tucker and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The Senate narrowly rejected Demo-

cratic demands to summon witnesses for 

President Donald Trump’s impeachment 

trial late Friday, all but ensuring Trump’s 

acquittal in just the third trial to threaten 

a president’s removal in U.S. history. But 

senators pushed off final voting on his fate 

to next Wednesday.

The delay in timing showed the weight 

of a historic vote bearing down on sena-

tors, despite prodding by the president 

eager to have it all behind him in an elec-

tion year and ahead of his State of the 

Union speech Tuesday night.

Trump and Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell spoke by phone to lock 

in the schedule during a tense night at the 

Capitol as rushed negotiations proceeded 

on and off the Senate floor. The trial came 

to a standstill for about an hour. A per-

son unauthorized to discuss the call was 

granted anonymity to describe it.

The president wanted to arrive for 

his speech at the Capitol with acquittal 

secured, but that will not happen. Instead, 

the trial will resume Monday for final 

arguments, with time Monday and Tues-

day for senators to speak. The final vot-

ing is planned for 4 p.m. Wednesday, the 

day after Trump’s speech.

Trump’s acquittal is all but certain in 

the Senate, where his GOP allies hold 

the majority and there’s nowhere near 

the two-thirds needed for conviction and 

removal.

Nor will he face potentially damaging, 

open-Senate testimony from witnesses.

Despite the Democrats’ singular focus 

on hearing new testimony, the Republi-

can majority brushed past those demands 

and will make this the first impeachment 

trial without witnesses. Even new revela-

tions Friday from former national security 

adviser John Bolton did not sway GOP sen-

ators, who said they had heard enough.

That means the eventual outcome for 

Trump will be an acquittal “in name only,” 

said Rep. Val Demings, D-Fla., a House 

prosecutor, during final debate.

Trump was impeached by the House 

last month on charges that he abused 

power and obstructed Congress as he tried 

to pressure Ukraine to investigate Dem-

ocratic rival Joe Biden, using military aid 

as leverage as the ally fought Russia. He is 

charged with then blocking the congres-

sional probe of his actions.

Senators rejected the Democrats’ effort 

to allow new witnesses, 51-49, a near par-

ty-line vote. Republicans Susan Collins of 

Maine and Mitt Romney of Utah voted 

with the Democrats, but that was not 

enough.

Senate Democratic leader Chuck 

Schumer called that decision “a tragedy 

on a very large scale.” Protesters’ chants 

Senate  
rejects 

witnesses
Final impeachment trial 
vote set for Wednesday
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JANESVILLE

Just a month after United Alloy 

announced it was breaking ground on a 

new Texas plant that would bring a cor-

porate hiring spree to Janesville, the local 

manufacturer apparently has laid off doz-

ens of workers here.

United Alloy, which makes customized 

industrial boxes and tanks, announced 

Friday it was laying off 39 people in Janes-

ville, a city official said.

Economic Development Director Gale 

Price said United Alloy officials reached 

out to the city Friday with news of the lay-

offs. Price said he couldn’t discuss details, 

but the layoffs come as some manufactur-

ers face a reported downturn in produc-

tion because of uncertainty among inves-

tors.

United Alloy announced in Decem-

ber it planned to break ground this year 

on a new manufacturing plant in Seguin, 

Texas, that officials said would mean doz-

ens of hires at the company’s sales and 

marketing office.

It’s not clear why United Alloy has laid 

off workers or which areas of the company 

are affected. United Alloy has a number of 

welders who work on a factory floor that 

the company has said is less automated 

than other local industries.

Company officials did not immediately 

respond to Gazette requests for comment 

Friday.

One top financial officer at United 

Alloy told The Gazette in December she 

was confident enough in the company’s 

growth that she was building a new house 

in Janesville.

She said the company had planned to 

steadily add jobs here over the next few 

years. And she said United Alloy would 

United Alloy apparently laying off 39 workers
Decision comes shortly 

after company announced 
new plant in Texas

Molding careers

Milton High School social studies teacher Val Crofts sports a Discovering 
Democracy sweatshirt as he teaches an AP U.S. government and politics 
class Friday in Milton. Discovering Democracy is a class Crofts created 
to take students to Washington, D.C., so they could conduct research.Turn to HONORED on Page 6A Turn to IMPEACH on Page 7A

Turn to UNITED on Page 7A
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