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Difference maker
Junior Jack Campion leads  

the Milton boys basketball  

team into a regional semifinal 

game against Monona Grove 

tonight in Fort Atkinson.  
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 20 | Low 0  

Decreasing clouds 
and very cold
More on 7A
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........23 -29 14,253
Deaths ........0 0 151
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 14 (Feb. 18) +2 (from Feb. 11)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 18%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

MILTON
Ben Strand did not 

learn about Wisconsin’s 
American Indian tribes 
when he was in grade 

school.
Nor did 

he realize 
that Abra-
ham Lin-
coln once 
spent time 
in Wiscon-
sin as a sol-
dier.

So when 
Strand 
came 
across a 
sign out-

side a Jefferson County 
tavern proclaiming that 
Lincoln had served in the 
Black Hawk War of 1832, 
he wanted to know more.

Strand, who lives in Mil-
ton, set out on a journey 
of discovery to learn about 
the state’s native people 
and the 16th president’s 
role in the conflict.

After a dozen years of 
research, Strand has writ-
ten a book, “A Black Hawk 
War Guide,” published this 
month by Arcadia Publish-
ing.

“I accumulated so much 
information, I thought I 
should write a book,” he 
said.

The 205-page guide 
highlights landmarks, 

battlefields and museums 

of the final conflict east 

of the Mississippi River 

between American Indi-

ans and U.S. regular troops 

and militia.

Strand also includes 

many firsthand accounts, 

which give critical insight 

into what people of the day 

were thinking.

“First-person sources 

tell us so much about the 

relationship people had 

with Native Americans,” 

Strand said.

Researching the Black 

Hawk War led Strand to a 

deeper understanding of 

the state’s history.

When he was a boy, he 

watched “Rawhide” on TV 

and read Louis L’Amour 

books.

But he had no knowl-

edge of the native people 

in the state, including the 

Sauk and Fox or Meskwaki 

Indians.

“For generations, the 

legacy of Native Amer-

icans in the Midwest 

was politely omitted,” 

he said. “Today, the sto-

ries, cultures and legacies 

of numerous communi-

ties that lived in the Mid-

west for thousands of years 

before European immi-

grants arrived are slowly 

becoming more discover-

able.”

Strand grew up in 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
More than a dozen years ago, Ben Strand of Milton read a roadside sign about the Black 
Hawk War. The Wisconsin native knew little about the struggle between the American Indi-
ans and the U.S. Army in northern Illinois and Wisconsin in the early 1800s.
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Sign of the past
After 12 years researching Black Hawk War, Milton man writes a book about it

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville’s police chief wants 

to know if the criminal justice 
system failed a woman author-
ities say was killed in the Wis-
consin Dells by a man who was 
twice charged in the last year with 
attacking her.

Police Chief Dave Moore was 

speaking about Jeremy L. Mondy, 

who is suspected of killing a 

Janesville woman after authori-

ties found him Sunday in a Wis-

consin Dells hotel room, where 

the woman was dead.

Rock County prosecu-

tors twice within the past year 

charged Mondy, 34, with various 

domestic violence charges for 

incidents including one where 

he was accused of threatening to 

kill the woman.

According to the criminal 

complaint, he told her at the 

beginning of February, “I’ll kill 

you before I go back to jail.”

As of Thursday afternoon, 

Mondy has not been charged in 

Columbia County Court in con-

nection to the death.

But the topic has weighed on 
officials all week, and it came up 
during Thursday’s county Crim-
inal Justice Coordinating Coun-
cil meeting.

“I question if we did all we 
could in this incident,” Moore 
said.

On Mondy’s most recent case 
in Rock County, Court Commis-
sioner Stephen Meyer on Feb. 4 
ordered a signature bond, and 
conditions of that bond included 
no contact with the woman, court 
records show. He was also given 
level 2 supervision through Jus-
ticePoint, a pretrial supervision 

program.

Moore said he wants to know 

what information was available 

to officials involved with assign-

ing that level of supervision. 

He mentioned Mondy’s other 

criminal history, which he said 

included federal drug charges.

Moore said level 2 was a “stan-

dard assessment,” and he said 

Mondy was released from cus-

tody even though “the violence” 

by Mondy toward the victim was 

“escalating.”

He also wanted to know what  

FOR HELP
To get help, contact the YWCA 

Rock County‘s hotline 24/7 every 
day of the year at 608-752-2583 
or 608-371-9288 (text line).

Could officials have done more to help?
Recent domestic violence incident raises  

questions for Janesville police chief

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Years ago, on one of Bob Hiller’s days off, a friend 

pulled a prank using Hiller’s well-known Rollin Pin 
Bakery mobile food truck.

In a good-natured ruse, the friend stuck a “Now 
Open” sign on the street corner next to the food truck, 
which was parked outside Hiller’s home on Janes-
ville’s east side.

Hiller hadn’t made any baked goods, and Rollin 
Pin was not open for business that day. But the joke 
fooled so many of Rollin Pin’s fans that within min-
utes, a queue of about 50 cars had lined up along 
the street.

“It was just people who happened to be driving 
past and saw that fake ‘Now Open’ sign. But it was 
a whole mess of people who showed up right away. 
So that’s how you really know what Rollin Pin has 

Gazette file photo
Rollin Pin Bakery owner Bob Hiller works inside his Janes-
ville bakery in January 2019. Hiller is too ill to operate 
the bakery, so the family has closed it and liquidated the 
assets.

Iconic bakery 
rolls to close
Bob Hiller, Rollin Pin owner, is ill
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