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Trial site won’t change
A Walworth County judge denied 

a Whitewater man’s request  

Friday to move his reckless  

homicide trial because of media 

coverage of the case. Page 3A

Parker girls fall
The second meeting of Verona  

and Janesville Parker in Big Eight 

Conference play Friday went no 

better than the first as Verona  

took an early lead and went on  

to score a 61-38 victory. Page 1B

Milwaukee Street  
bridge work continuing

By Jeff Baenen and Gretchen Ehlke

Associated Press

BARRON

Authorities believe a 21-year-old man 

killed a Wisconsin couple in a scheme to 

kidnap their teenage daughter, then held 

the girl captive for three months before 

she managed to escape and reach safety 

as he searched for her.

Jayme Closs, 13, was skinny, disheveled 

and wearing shoes too big for her when 

she approached a stranger and pleaded for 

help Thursday in the small north woods 

town of Gordon, where police said she 

was being held by Jake Thomas Patterson.

Within minutes, Patterson was pulled 

over and jailed on kidnapping and homi-

cide charges for what authorities said was 

his meticulously planned shotgun attack 

at the girl’s home in October.

The news that Jayme was safe set off 

joy and relief 60 miles away in her home-

town of Barron, population 3,300, ending 

an all-out search that gripped the state, 

with many people fearing the worst the 

longer she was missing.

“My legs started to shake. It was awe-

some. The stress, the relief—it was awe-

some,” Barron County Sheriff Fitzgerald 

said, describing the moment he learned 

Jayme had been found.

Jayme told one of the neighbors in 

Gordon who took her in that she had 

walked away from a cabin where she had 

been held captive.

“She said that this person’s name was 

Jake Patterson, ‘he killed my parents and 

took me,’” said another neighbor, Kristin 

Kasinskas. “She did not talk about why 

or how. She said she did not know him.”

The sheriff said investigators are 

trying to figure out what happened to 

Jayme during her captivity and why she 

was seized and gave no details on how 

she escaped except to say Patterson was 

not home at the time. He said there is 

no evidence Patterson knew Jayme or her 

family or had been in contact with her on 

Officials: Slayings part 
of elaborate scheme 
to kidnap 13-year-old 

Associated Press
Jayme Closs, right, is seen here Friday with her 
aunt, Jennifer Smith, in Barron. Investigators be-
lieve Jake Thomas Patterson, 21, killed Jayme’s 
parents in a scheme to kidnap the girl, and then 
held her captive for three months before she 
managed to escape.

A wave of joy and relief

By Chris Megerian, Del Quentin 

Wilber and David Willman

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

Only a few blocks from 

the National Mall, amid 

a cluster of nondescript 

buildings, more than a doz-

en prosecutors working for 

special counsel Robert S. 

Mueller III have followed 

an unusual routine as they 

toil away on the Russia in-

vestigation.

When they leave the 

office at night, they often 

wonder if it could be their 

last day on the job, accord-

ing to an attorney familiar 

with their work. Fearful 

that President Donald 

Trump will try to shut down 

the sprawling criminal in-

vestigation, they’ve been 

compiling and writing their 

conclusions as they go, the 

attorney said.

Even if Trump doesn’t 

try to fire Mueller and dis-

band his team—something 

he has threatened sever-

al times—the president’s 

lawyers have indicated 

they’ll try to keep the pub-

lic from learning whatever 

the special counsel’s office 

has discovered. They’ve re-

peatedly said some infor-

mation might be covered 

Mueller 
findings 

may spark 
new fight
End seems near 
for investigation 

of special counsel
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Above: Workers look up as large metal beams are lowered 
into the Rock River on Friday at the site of what used to be the 
Milwaukee Street bridge in Janesville.

Below: A crane operator moves a metal beam into the Rock River 
as the work around Milwaukee Street bridge continues Friday in 
downtown Janesville.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Estimates for the 

Blain Gilbertson Family 
Heritage Pedestrian 
Bridge—the footbridge 
that soon will span the 
Rock River downtown—
show construction will 
cost nearly $500,000 less 
than originally planned.

Monday night, the 
Janesville City Council 
will consider approving 
a $1.45 million contract 
with Kraemer North 
America for bridge con-
struction.

The project is sched-
uled to begin in June and 
could be completed by 
December, Engineering 
Director Mike Payne said.

The bridge itself is 
being paid for through 

ARISEnow, a public-pri-
vate group promoting 
downtown revitaliza-
tion. The city will kick in 
roughly $92,000 for in-
frastructure work on the 
river’s east side, which 
will undergo a face-lift in 
2020.

ARISEnow already 
has transferred funds 
to the city to finance the 
bridge. Janesville will not 
need to borrow money 
and get reimbursed by 
the organization later, 

Payne said.

Renderings for the 

230-foot bridge, released 

last month, show a sail-

like structure at the cen-

ter. It will cover a wid-

ened middle section that 

will give people room to 

sit and linger above the 

river.

Design consultants 

initially thought the 

bridge would cost $1.9 

million. They based that 

Planned footbridge comes  
in $500,000 under estimate

Submitted illustration
This conceptual image shows the pedestrian bridge 
ARISEnow plans to build over the Rock River between 
the Milwaukee and Court street bridges in downtown 
Janesville.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

What looks like a small toaster is 

now providing an extra layer of security 

at Milton School District buildings.

This week, the district began test-

ing Raptor ID, a visitor identification 

management system. The system will 

be fully implemented Jan. 22, said Jerry 

Schuetz, director of administrative op-

erations.

The Raptor ID device scans photo 

IDs and cross-referenc-

es visitors’ names and 

dates of birth against 

the national sex offend-

er registry, Schuetz 

said.

Visitors to Milton 

facilities will be re-

quired to show a photo 

ID with a date of birth 

upon entrance. Visitors without IDs 

can give their names and dates of birth 

to an administrative assistant, who 

Visitors to Milton schools required 
to show ID for new security system

Schuetz

Council to vote 
to approve plan 
Monday night
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