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Wisconsin’s own
Steve Stricker, Jerry Kelly 

part of a five-way tie for 

the lead after the first 

round of a PGA Champions 

Tour event. Page 1B

Testing requested
The city of Janesville has 

asked the state to open 

a coronavirus testing 

location in the city in early 

October. Page 8A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 87 | Low 63  

Partly sunny
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Any business with 175 

years under its belt has waded 

through troubled waters 

many times.

The Gazette celebrates that 

milestone today as it plows 

through another deluge of 

bad news for the nation and 

for its own fortunes.

At the same time, the city’s 

oldest business works to 

uphold its history of service to 

the community.

It was during a recession 

the newspaper in a town of 

about 800 people printed its 

first edition in 1845, three 

years before Wisconsin 

became a state.

Three other papers already 

had tried and failed.

The Gazette continued 

through the Civil War, the 

Great Depression, many 

recessions great and small 

and two world wars.

It even managed to keep 

printing as the internet 

sucked heaps of advertising 

dollars from newspapers over 

the past 20 years, as many 

papers closed.

The recent troubles in the 

news industry remain a major 

question mark that its found-

ers could not have imagined.

The business started when 

Levi Alden, a teacher from 

New York State, decided to 

move to the frontier town of 

Janesville to join his brother. 

Alden teamed up with printer 

E.A. Stoddard, and The 

Gazette was born.

The newspaper was a 

weekly until 1854. Daily print-

ing was suspended after three 

months because only 200 sub-

scriptions were sold.

Daily publication resumed 

in 1857 with the debut of the 

Daily Morning Gazette, after 

the purchase of two other 

publications, one called Janes-

ville Free Press, which had 

been a Democratic-leaning 

paper, while the Gazette was 

Republican. Papers at the 

time were known for their 

strong political allegiances.

The paper switched to eve-

ning publication in 1860. 

Explanations given at the 

time included a faster distri-

bution of telegraph reports 

and that the evening paper 

would be less subject to 

thefts, which were common 

in early-morning hours.

175 years  
of local news
Last 25 years have brought great challenges 
to The Gazette, Janesville’s oldest business
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JANESVILLE

Dave Thomas believes 

so strongly in the power 

of fresh vegetables that he 

is willing to provide the 

dirt and seeds to get them 

started.

Since 2013, his 

nonprofit Cornerstone 

of Hope has given away 

more than 1,000 raised 

beds, seeds and soil in 

Rock and Jefferson coun-

ties.

Thomas hopes that 

what home gardeners do 

not eat they will bring to 

food pantries, senior cen-

ters or hungry neighbors.

Sowing seeds, fighting hunger

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com (above); Submitted photo (below)
Above: David Thomas holds a tray of pepper plants while working in his garden Tuesday morning. Thomas, of 
Janesville’s Cornerstone of Hope, works to bring people and fresh vegetables together through a program called 
Produce for Pantries. Last year, the program supplied more than 16,000 pounds of produce to pantries in Rock 
and Jefferson counties. Below: Ken Olander of Janesville harvested these vegetables from a garden at Faith 
Lutheran Church to give to ECHO this week.
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By Deb Riechmann and Anthony Izaguirre

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump frankly 

acknowledged Thursday that he is starving 

the U.S. Postal Service of money in order 

to make it harder to process an expected 

surge of mail-in ballots, which he worries 

could cost him the election.

In an interview on Fox Business Net-

work, Trump explicitly noted two funding 

provisions that Democrats are seeking in 

a relief package that has stalled on Cap-

itol Hill. Without the additional money, 

he said, the Postal Service won’t have the 

resources to handle a flood of ballots from 

voters who are seeking to avoid polling 

places during the coronavirus pandemic.

“If we don’t make a deal, that means 

they don’t get the money,” Trump told host 

Maria Bartiromo. “That means they can’t 

have universal mail-in voting; they just 

can’t have it.”

Trump’s statements, including the false 

claim that Democrats are seeking univer-

sal mail-in voting, come as he is search-

ing for a strategy to gain an advantage 

in his November matchup against Joe 

Biden. He is pairing the tough Postal Ser-

vice stance in congressional negotiations 

with an increasingly robust mail-in-voting 

legal fight in states that could decide the 

election.

In Iowa, which Trump won handily in 

2016 but is more competitive this year, 

his campaign joined a lawsuit Wednes-

day against two Democratic-leaning coun-

ties in an effort to invalidate tens of thou-

sands of voters’ absentee ballot applica-

tions. That followed legal maneuvers in 

battleground Pennsylvania, where the 
campaign hopes to force changes to how 
the state collects and counts mail-in bal-
lots. And in Nevada, Trump is challenging 
a law sending ballots to all active voters.

His efforts could face limits. The U.S. 
Supreme Court on Thursday rebuffed 
Republicans who challenged an agree-
ment in Rhode Island allowing residents 
to vote by mail through November’s gen-
eral election without getting signatures 
from two witnesses or a notary.

For Democrats, Trump’s new remarks 
were a clear admission that the president 
is attempting to restrict voting rights.

Trump links USPS funding, voting
President acknowledges 
blocking money could  
hinder election efforts

 Æ Janesville gardener 
starts nonprofit to help 

households in need
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