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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Rosemary “GG” Burkhamer Cornell
•David Karl Dykeman
•Marilyn F. Finn
•Shirlee K. French
•Colleen M. Rick
•Virginia “Ginny” Thorne

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 58 | Low 34  

Partly sunny 
and breezy
More on 7A

Janesville retailer 

makes Forbes list
Blain’s Farm & Fleet among 

business magazine’s 500 

best midsize employers  

for second consecutive 

year. Page 3A

Foxconn reiterates 

commitment
Electronics manufacturer 

vows to hit job, investment 

targets after Gov. Evers’ 

suggestion to renegotiate 

deal. Page 2A

Craig, Parker  

get softball wins
The Cougars beat Madison 

West 10-3 while the Vikings 

topped Madison Memorial 

4-3 Thursday. Sports

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
With China halting import of most 

recycled materials, now is not the best 
time for a city to seek contracts for a new 
recycling vendor.

But that’s the position Janesville finds 
itself in. It began soliciting contract offers 
earlier this month and will close the appli-
cation period Friday, April 26.

John’s Disposal in Whitewater has pro-
cessed the city’s recycling for the past two 
years. The city considered extending the 
deal, but because the company requested 
“fairly dramatic” changes to its agree-
ment, Janesville decided to open applica-
tions to others, Operations Director John 
Whitcomb said.

Whitcomb did not recall the specifics of 
some of those requests. He said they came 
in response to a changing landscape for 
the recycling market, one that has been 
transformed by China’s banishment of 
most imported recyclables.

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

Rock and Walworth counties saw some 

of Wisconsin’s highest rates of population 

growth in 2018, continuing the region’s 

economic upswing following the Great 

Recession.

Rock County’s population swelled by 

809 people in 2018, slightly less than its 

2017 increase, according to population 

estimates released Thursday by the U.S. 

Census Bureau. Walworth County, mean-

while, grew by 762 people, the most its 

population has spiked in one year since 

at least 2010.

Among all Wisconsin counties, Rock 

and Walworth counties ranked seventh 

Janesville 
seeks 

recycling 
contract

Associated Press photos
President Donald Trump stands in front of a portrait of George Washington on Thursday in the East Room of the White House during a 
Wounded Warrior Project event. A redacted version of special counsel Robert Mueller’s report on Russian interference in the 2016 elec-
tion was released Thursday.

By Chad Day

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump might not have 

obstructed justice, but it wasn’t for lack of trying.

Public at last, special 

counsel Robert Mueller’s 

report revealed to a wait-

ing nation Thursday that 

Trump tried to seize con-

trol of the Russia probe 

and force Mueller’s 

removal to stop him from 

investigating potential 

obstruction of justice 

by the president. Trump 

was largely thwarted by 

those around him who 

refused to go along.

Mueller laid out mul-

tiple episodes in which 

Trump directed others 

to influence or curtail 

the Russia investigation 

after the special coun-

sel’s appointment in May 2017. Those efforts 

“were mostly unsuccessful, but that is largely 

because the persons who surrounded the Pres-

ident declined to carry out orders or accede to 

his requests,” Mueller wrote.

The 448-page report takes the American pub-

lic inside the room with Trump as he expressed 

fear that the special counsel would end his pres-

idency and made several attempts to get the 

people around him to curtail the probe into his 

Out of his control
Mueller: Trump’s efforts  
to hamper investigation 

stopped with subordinates
By Julie Pace

AP Washington Bureau Chief

WASHINGTON

To Donald Trump, the start of special counsel 

Robert Mueller’s investigation looked alarmingly 

like the end of his presidency. So he tried to stop it.

His months-long effort pushed the boundar-

ies of presidential powers and the law, reveal-

ing a commander in chief 

consumed by self-inter-

est and intent on having 

his top lieutenants lie or 

obfuscate on his behalf. 

The fact that many 

re fused 

to do so 

m i g h t 

have helped save Trump 

from being charged with 

obstructing justice.

Those advisers effec-

tively served as the 

guardrails in a White 

House that often seems 

to have none. A White 

House counsel who told 

the president he would 

rather resign than oust 

Mueller. A senior West 

Wing aide who quietly ignored a request to 

pass messages to the attorney general, who had 

already recused himself from the investigation.

“The incidents were often carried out through 

one-on-one meetings in which the president 

sought to use his official power outside of usual 

channels,” Mueller wrote in his redacted 448-

page report.

The episodes detailed by the special counsel 

paint a damning portrait of a president consumed 

ANALYSIS

Rock, Walworth  
among state’s 

fastest-growing 
counties: Data

Attorney General Wil-
liam Barr speaks 
during a news con-
ference Thursday in 
Washington before the 
public release of Rob-
ert Mueller’s report. 
Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Rod Rosenstein, 
who supervised Muel-
ler’s work from its out-
set in 2017, looks on.

City likely to face difficulty 
in finding new processor 

Both ranked in top 10  
for population growth in 2018

Turn to RECYCLING on Page 7A

Turn to GROWTH on Page 7A Turn to EFFORTS on Page 7A

Report shows Trump testing 
boundaries of law, his powers

RELATED
• Now what? With the  
Mueller report public—albeit 
redacted—the political fight 
between the White House and 
Congress can begin over the 
contents of the document. 
Page 6B

Turn to TESTING on Page 7A
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