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•Robert J. “Bob” Fairclough
•Andrew John Hallmark
•Phillip L. Hendrickson Sr.
•Nora Kreher McManus
•Paul W. Marx

•James Edwin “Jim” Nipple
•Karen E. (Martin) O’Donnell
•Sally A. Palmer
•Loletta “Leta” Peck

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 66 | Low 60  

Occasional rain 
this morning
More on 8A

Blanked in Baltimore
The Brewers offense was  

stuck in park in the first of  

a three-game set against the 

Orioles, losing 2-0 Monday 

afternoon. Page 1B

Forging ahead
Some of the municipalities hoping 

to join the Edgerton Fire Protection 

District have signed on to a  

memorandum of understanding 

with the district. Page 3A

Hearing scheduled
A state Senate committee 

will conduct a public hearing 

for a proposed bill to legalize 

medicinal marijuana in  

Wisconsin. Page 2A
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The city of Janesville has gal-

vanized three big-ticket tax 

incentive deals aimed at landing 

new manufacturing space and 

keeping one local bedding man-

ufacturer’s operations in Rock 

County.

On Monday, the Janesville 

City Council, in its final meet-

ing before reorganizing after the 

April 5 election, breezed through 

approval of three related tax-in-

crement financing deals that 

would total $4.7 million in land, 

loans and job creation incentives 

in a plan to bring 786,000 square 

feet of warehousing and manu-

facturing space to the city’s south 

end.

The council with little dis-

cussion unanimously approved 

the three-pack of TIF deals that 

would include two giveaways of 

city land at 200 Innovation Drive 

and loan packages to Milwaukee 

developer Zilber Property Group 

totaling $4.3 million.

The deals would push for-

ward plans by Zilber to build two 

separate industrial buildings: one 

that would total 500,000 square 

feet and another that would total 

286,000 square feet. By square 

footage, the deals Monday would 

likely make Zilber the biggest 

commercial player in industrial 

space on Janesville’s south end.

Under a third TIF deal, 

the council also unanimously 

approved a $389,000 job creation 

incentive that would be paid to 

Serta Simmons Bedding Man-

ufacturing under a plan by the 

company to add 100 local work-

ers over the next few years.

All three deals would be struc-

tured as “pay-as-you-go” agree-

ments that would be paid out 

through increased tax value to 

the properties over a nine-year 

span.

The Serta Simmons deal 

requires it to create and retain 

100 new full-time jobs over the 

deal’s nine-year term, which 

runs for the life of the south-side 

TIF deals aim for south-side growth
$4.7 million in incentives 

offered to Serta,  
Milwaukee developer

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
An employee puts the final seam on a mattress inside Simmons Bedding 
Company’s production facility in Janesville in this 2017 photo. Serta would 
be required to create and maintain 100 new jobs under a new tax-incen-
tive deal.

By Kimberly Wethal

kwethal@apg-wi.com

After two years of pilot-

ing multiple elementary lan-

guage arts curriculums, the 

Milton School District has 

settled on two that staff mem-

bers believe add academic 

rigor.

The Milton School Dis-

trict Board of Education 

unanimously approved the 

use of two separate language 

arts curriculums during its 

meeting Monday. Starting in 

the 2022-23 school year, dis-

trict students in kindergar-

ten through third grade will 

learn the “Wonders” cur-

riculum from McGraw-Hill, 

and its students in grades 

four through eight will learn 

“Wit and Wisdom” from cur-

riculum developer Greater 

Minds.

District administration 

settled on the two curric-

ulums after undertaking 

a pilot that also included 

myView and StudySync as 

options, district director 

of curriculum and instruc-

tion Ryan Ruggles told the 

board. Ruggles said mid-

dle school teachers thought 

the Wit and Wisdom curric-

ulum increased the compre-

hension of the material being 

taught in classrooms despite 

the pilot process starting off 

as overwhelming.

MILTON  

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board 
adopts new 

language 
arts  

curriculum
‘Wonders,’ ‘Wit and 

Wisdom’ coming 
next school year

By Lolita C. Baldor

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

A COVID-19 patient was in respi-

ratory distress. The Army nurse 

knew she had to act quickly.

It was the peak of this year’s 

omicron surge and an Army medi-

cal team was helping in a Michigan 

hospital. Regular patient beds were 

full. So was the intensive care. But 

the nurse heard of an open spot in 
an overflow treatment area, so she 
and another team member raced the 
gurney across the hospital to claim 
the space first, denting a wall in their 
rush.

When she saw the dent, Lt. Col. 
Suzanne Cobleigh, the leader of the 
Army team, knew the nurse had 
done her job.

“She’s going to damage the wall 
on the way there because he’s going 
to get that bed,” Cobleigh said. “He’s 
going to get the treatment he needs. 
That was the mission.”

That nurse’s mission was to get 
urgent care for her patient. Now, 

the U.S. military mission is to use 

the experiences of Cobleigh’s team 

and other units pressed into service 

against the coronavirus pandemic to 

prepare for the next crisis threaten-

ing a large population, whatever its 

nature.

Their experiences, said Gen. Glen 

VanHerck, will help shape the size 

and staffing of the military’s medical 

response so the Pentagon can pro-

vide the right types and numbers of 

forces needed for another pandemic, 

global crisis or conflict.

One of the key lessons learned 

Pentagon looks to apply pandemic lessons
Troops were mobilized  

in COVID-19 efforts

U.S. Army via Associated Press
U.S. Air Force 2nd Lt. Kaelan Hayes, a clinical nurse who was 
assigned to a military medical team deployed to Brockton, 
Mass., gathers medication as part of the COVID-19 response 
operations at Signature Healthcare Brockton Hospital in March.

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
Traffic passes through the intersection of Lexington Drive and driveways into Woodman’s Food Market and the Hy-Vee development in Janesville on 
Monday. The Janesville City Council on Monday approved a plan to put all-way stop signs at the intersection. Story on 8A.

Four-way stop coming to intersection near Woodman’s, Hy-Vee
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