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East Troy stays 

undefeated
Visiting East Troy scored  

an 84-61 win over Turner 

on Friday night to remain 

undefeated in Rock Valley 

Conference play. Page 1B

Blackhawk Tech 

by the numbers
State measures indicate 

progress for the technical 

college on a number of 

points, BTC’s president 

says. Page 3A

Whitewater falls 

in D-III championship 
North Central of Illinois routed 

UW-Whitewater 41-14 in the  

NCAA  Division III title game  

in Shenendoah, Texas, on Friday night. 

Page 1B
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By Jamey Keaten and Matthew Lee

Associated Press

GENEVA

Chinese leaders have long been 

sensitive about their communist 

country’s international image. Now, 

they are battling back—investing in 

diplomacy and a courtship of hearts 

and minds, just as the United States 

digs in on the Trump administration’s 

“America First” mindset.

A trade war and other fric-

tions between the world’s top eco-

nomic power and the fast-grow-

ing No. 2 have exposed Washing-

ton’s fears about technology, secu-

rity and influence. U.S. political lead-

ers have derided China’s govern-

ment over policies in protest-riddled 

Hong Kong, at detention centers in 

the majority Muslim Xinjiang region, 

and over allegedly underhanded busi-

ness tactics by tech titan Huawei.

But increasingly, China is seek-

ing to recapture the narrative—with 

a new assertiveness under President 

and Communist Party boss Xi Jin-

ping, China’s most powerful leader 

in decades.

“Almost overnight, we have awak-

ened to the reality that while Amer-

ica slept, the Chinese Communist 

Party has emerged as an immediate 

and growing threat to our prosper-

ity, our freedoms, and our security,” 

Sen. Marco Rubio, (R-Fla.) said in a 

speech to the National Defense Uni-

versity last week.

Now the Chinese even have the 

world’s biggest diplomatic arsenal to 
draw from. China’s diplomatic net-
work—including embassies, consul-
ates and other posts—has overtaken 
that of the United States, according 
to the Lowy Institute, a Sydney-based 
think tank. 

Beijing has 276 diplomatic posts 
worldwide, topping Washington’s 
declining deployment by three posts, 
the institute found.

China’s growing diplomatic pres-
ence comes as Beijing is trying to 
expand its international footprint 
in places like resource-rich Africa 
or the strategic South China Sea, 
and to compete economically with 
Western countries, including with 
its much-ballyhooed Belt and Road 

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
One of President Don-

ald Trump’s top re-elec-
tion advisers told influen-
tial Republicans in swing 
state Wisconsin that the 
party has “traditionally” 
relied on voter suppres-
sion to compete in battle-
ground states, according 
to an audio recording of a 
private event obtained by 
The Associated Press. The 
adviser said later that his 
remarks referred to fre-
quent and false accusa-
tions that Republicans 
employ such tactics.

Justin Clark, a senior 
political adviser and 
senior counsel to Trump’s 
re-election campaign, 
made the remarks Nov. 21 
as part of a wide-ranging 
discussion about strate-
gies in the 2020 campaign, 
including more aggressive 
use of Election Day mon-
itoring of polling places.

“Traditionally it ’s 
always been Republi-
cans suppressing votes in 
places,” Clark said at the 
event. “Let’s start protect-
ing our voters. We know 
where they are. ... Let’s 
start playing offense a lit-
tle bit. That’s what you’re 
going to see in 2020. It’s 
going to be a much bigger 
program, a much more 
aggressive program, a 
much better-funded pro-
gram.”

Asked about the 
remarks by AP, Clark said 

he was referring to false 
accusations that the GOP 
engages in voter suppres-
sion.

“As should be clear from 
the context of my remarks, 
my point was that Repub-
licans historically have 
been falsely accused of 
voter suppression and 
that it is time we stood up 
to defend our own voters,” 
Clark said. “Neither I nor 
anyone I know or work 
with would condone any-
one’s vote being threat-
ened or diluted and our 
efforts will be focused on 
preventing just that.”

Clark made the com-
ments Nov. 21 in a meet-
ing of the Republican 
National Lawyers Associ-
ation’s Wisconsin chapter. 
Attendees included the 
state Senate’s top Repub-
lican, Scott Fitzgerald, 
along with the executive 
director of the Wisconsin 
Republican Party.

Audio of the event at a 
country club in Madison 
obtained by the liberal 
group American Bridge 
was provided to AP by One 
Wisconsin Now, a Mad-
ison-based liberal advo-
cacy group.

The roughly 20-minute 
audio offers an insider’s 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Officials redeveloping the former 

General Motors assembly plant site 

told William Roach he could have 

nearly unlimited access to the for-

mer GM site to film his documen-

tary.

Just as long as he didn’t make the 

company, GM or the city look bad.

Roach told the company that 

would be no problem.

Roach, a Janesville Craig gradu-

ate, has not lived in Janesville since 

the ’70s and rarely came back to 

visit.

When he returned to shoot the 

documentary, he was surprised to 

see Janesville had not crumbled 

under the typical rust belt town nar-

rative. Janesville had turned itself 

around, Roach said.

“Shift Change” is a 35-minute 

documentary that skims the sur-

face of the closure of GM in 2008 

and captures reactions from for-

mer workers and business leaders 

inspired to lead the charge in turn-

ing the community around.

The documentary premiered Fri-

day night to a nearly full 300-seat 

auditorium at Blain Supply Center 
in Janesville.

Jane Blain Gilbertson, president 
and CEO of Blain’s Farm & Fleet, is 
featured in the documentary and 
offered to host the invite-only pre-
miere.

Roach told The Gazette he was 
sick of reading negative portray-
als of the city in local and national 
media, so he came back home “to 
find the truth.”

Roach is a 14-time Emmy award 
winner and has worked behind the 
camera for ESPN, CBS and other 
outlets. He worked at Channel 3 in 
Madison for 10 years before moving 
on to documentary work.

“Shift Change” is structured 
around Roach’s point of view and 

As Trump shuns multilateralism,  
China raises its diplomatic game

Lu Hui/Xinhua News Agency via AP
Fog drifts across skyscrapers on the waterfront in Qingdao in 
eastern China’s Shandong Province in a 2018 photo from Xin-
hua News Agency. Chinese leaders have long been sensitive 
about their communist country’s international image. Now, 
they are battling back, investing in diplomacy and a courtship 
of hearts and minds, just as the United States digs in on the 
Trump administration’s ‘America First’ mindset.

Trump adviser: Expect more aggressive 
poll watching in 2020 election

Hearts & minds:

RELATED
• State: A conservative legal 

group wants the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court to hear a case that could result 
in the purging of as many as 234,000 
state voters./Page 5A

‘Protecting 
our voters’

Janesville native releases documentary on life after General Motors

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
William Roach stands near a pile of debris at the former General Motors plant Friday in Janesville. He has created a 35-min-
ute documentary about the demise of the GM plant and the city’s response.

Finding ‘the truth’

I am not a journalist. I am not a  

historian. This is my take, my opinion.

William Roach

“ ”
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