
WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
42°/27°

Milder with 
sun and clouds

SUNDAY
42°/32°

Mostly cloudy

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 8A

Abuse claim led to stabbing
According to a criminal complaint filed 

with the Rock County District Attorney, Justin 
Pennycook, 22, of Janesville stabbed Dalton 
Rademacher in the stomach Thursday after 
Pennycook heard Rademacher had physical-
ly abused the mother of Pennycook’s child. 
Rademacher was hospitalized at Mercy Hospi-
tal and Trauma Center, Janesville, with injuries 
from the stabbing. Authorities said his condi-
tion as of late Thursday had stabilized.

STATE • 2A

Officials call for resignations
Leaders of Wisconsin’s Ethics and Elections 

commissions refused to step down Friday in the 
face of calls from the two highest-ranking mem-
bers of the Legislature for them to step aside, 
perhaps setting up a highly unusual Senate re-
jection vote next month. The calls for Michael 
Haas and Brian Bell to resign come in the wake 
of a report critical of how evidence collected 
in a now-closed investigation into Gov. Scott 
Walker’s campaign was handled.
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Sports • 1B

Bobby Portis scored 27 points 
to help the Chicago Bulls to a 
115-109 win over the Milwaukee 
Bucks on Friday

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Dina Burgstede/Delavan
•Joan C. Curless/Janesville
•James A. Gilbank/Clinton
•Daniel P. Johnson/Janesville
•Kenneth W. McDonough/Avalon
•MaryAnn V. McNally/Palmyra
•Mark E. Organ/Janesville
•Angela J. Steinke/Janesville

OBITUARY • 8A
•Linda K. Tinkler/Janesville
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By Melissa Rayworth

Associated Press

O
nce, the little gifts that couples 

gave out to wedding guests were 

as elegantly predictable as just about 

every other aspect of a traditional wed-

ding. A little bud vase printed with the 

happy couple’s names, perhaps. Or a 

tiny faux-Lenox picture frame inscribed 

with the date.

Somewhere along the way, couples 

and wedding planners took a differ-

ent approach. They figured out that 

fragile trinkets like these were often 

taken home and ignored, or, worse, left 

behind at the reception.

Happily, as with so much modern 

wedding planning, favors have gotten 

a whole lot more personalized, creative 

and, in some cases, delicious.

Telling your story

Couples who opt to give guest favors 

are seeking something that distinguish-

es their wedding from others but is 

relatively inexpensive, says Lauren Kay, 

deputy editor of the wedding website 

TheKnot.com. The Knot’s 2016 survey 

found that of the 78 percent of couples 

giving favors to their guests, the aver-

age investment ranged between $2 and 

$5 per guest, depending on the number 

of guests and the budget.

“What can you really get for $2 or $3 

that people are really going to want to 

hang on to and that will really repre-

sent you?” asks Kay.

The answer for many couples is cre-

ative personalization: a gift that helps 

tell their story.

Journalists Caitlin Kelly and Jose 

Lopez created a memorable favor for 

their 2011 wedding: Knowing that their 

colleagues often treasure press pass-

es from major events, they designed 

authentic-looking, laminated press 

passes for their reception. Guests could 

Wedding 

Guide 2018

Gifts for gue
sts 

have gotten
 more creative

By Lisa A. Flam

Associated Press

N
ancy Rutchik and Flossie Pack are flower 

girls extraordinaire.

Not only did the outgoing and energetic 

80-somethings draw cheers as the surprise 

flower girls at their granddaughter Lucy 

Schanzer’s wedding, but they reprised the role 

to further acclaim at the wedding of Schanzer’s 

younger sister the following year.

Being close with her grandmothers, Schan-

zer, 31, wanted to involve them in her wedding 

ceremony in a way that was prominent and 

unique. “Grongong” Nancy and “Grammy” 

Flossie embraced their chance to be flower 

girls, which was kept secret until the two, 

wearing pearls and big smiles, began scattering 

petals from antique silver baskets to the “I Love 

Lucy” theme song. They walked down the aisle 

before an adoring crowd just before Schanzer 

married Kyle Schanzer on May 30, 2015, in a 

redwood forest in Carmel, California.

Brides find  

nontraditio
nal 

ways to celeb
rate  

grandparen
ts
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A wedding guide  
for 2018 includes  
a look at how gifts 
for guests can be 
personalized ./living

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
A white Christmas while visit-

ing the White House.
It’s difficult to predict the chanc-

es of the first, but the second is a 
certainty.

On Tuesday, 12 Craig High 
School students will sing at the 
White House thanks to the support 
of Speaker of the House Paul Ry-
an’s office and a recommendation 
from Janesville Performing Arts 
Center Executive Director Nathan 
Burkart.

“I’m thrilled,” said Lauren Sher-
man, one of the students making 
the trip. “It’s a crazy cool oppor-
tunity.”

The group will be led by Adam 
Miller, Craig music teacher and 
Spotlighters Show Choir director.

“It’s pretty rare to be able to go,” 
Miller said.

Tuesday is a Christmas open 
house at the White House, when 
the public has the chance to tour 
and see all the decorations. The 
Craig group will perform for three 

hours. Miller was asked to prepare 

45 minutes of music they could per-

form for the tour groups.

Miller expects they’ll be joined 

by professional groups.

How did he decide whom to take 

with him?

“Well, that’s certainly the 

Group of 12 Craig students to sing Tuesday at White House

STUDENTS VISITING WHITE HOUSE

Twelve Craig High School students were selected to perform at the White 
House on Tuesday. The choir will be led by music teacher Adam Miller. The 
students who are going are: Isiah Brown, Jack Jorgensen, Morgan Stengel, 
Lauren Sherman, Carter Thomas, Frank Breu, Taylor Cole, Harry Heinrich, 
Ashley Partello, Emily Regenold, Abra Henry and Sydni Foley.

By Jake Magee

jmagee@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

After months wondering if it would receive 

2018 funding from the city, the Humane Society 

of Southern Wisconsin is getting a better deal 

than it originally had hoped.

The humane society and city on Friday were 

working through a three-year 
contract for the humane so-
ciety to provide Janesville’s 
animal control services for 
$125,000 each year. That’s 
the same amount the city has 
paid annually for the same 
services since 2014.

Humane society executive 
director Brett Frazier said he’s 
happy the humane society 
knows it has guaranteed income from the city 
through at least 2020. Previous contracts with 
the city had been for only one year.

A three-year contract will 

help the humane society 

make long-term plans for 

its resources, staff, workload 

and upcoming new facility, 

Frazier said.

“In that sense, it is very 

good to know what task we 

have ahead of us for the next 

three years,” he said.

The humane society’s origi-

nal proposal was a three-year contract with 3 

City, humane society working on 3-year contract

Moore Frazier

‘It is very good to know what task 
we have ahead of us’: Brett Frazier

By Lisa Mascaro

Tribune Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON 
Key holdouts on the GOP tax 

bill fell in line Friday, boosting 
momentum for passage as Re-
publicans released the final 
version of their tax overhaul 
ahead of next week’s expected 
vote.

Leaders won over Sen. Bob 
Corker, R-Tenn., who had been 
the lone GOP opponent in the 
Senate of the $1.5 trillion pack-
age earlier because he feared it 
added too much to the deficit.

And negotiators satisfied 
Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., by 
slightly expanding a child tax 
credit to help working-class 
families.

The new support makes 
passage of President Donald 
Trump’s top year-end priority, 
which was in jeopardy amid 
prolonged GOP infighting, 
more likely. Voting could begin 
Tuesday.

“Every bill we consider is 
imperfect and the question 
becomes is our country better 
off with or without this piece 
of legislation,” Corker said in a 
statement. “I think we are bet-
ter off with it.”

It did not appear that Corker 
demanded changes, as others 
have, before giving his backing. 
Rubio had threatened to vote 
against the measure Thursday 
unless the child tax credit pro-
vision was enhanced his office 
said he would now support it.

White House press secre-
tary Sarah Sanders said Trump 
“greatly appreciates” support 
from Corker, who called the 
president.

The final bill includes sev-
eral compromises that forced 
Republicans to scale back on 
aspirations to vastly lower 
individual rates and create a 
simpler code that would allow 
Americans to file returns on a 
postcard.

The bill permanently low-
ers corporate rates from 35 
percent to 21 percent. It drops 
rates for many individuals, 
too, but those cuts will expire 
in 2025.

The new top individual rate, 
37 percent, will kick in at an-
nual income levels of around 

‘Crazy cool’

By Noam N. Levey

Tribune Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON
Fewer Americans are putting off doctor visits or 

struggling with medical bills, according to a new re-

port examining the effect of the Affordable Care Act.

The report—based on a state-by-state survey of 

data collected by the federal government—provides 

powerful new evidence that insurance gains made 

through the 2010 health care law are helping millions 

of patients get needed medical care.

And the report’s findings, which parallel a growing 

body of research into the law’s effect, undercut argu-

ments by the Trump administration and congressio-

nal Republicans who have tried to discredit and roll 

back the law.

“The Affordable Care Act has put access to health 

care in reach for millions of Americans, particularly 

for people in states that embraced the law,” conclude 

the authors of the report, published by the nonprofit 

Commonwealth Fund.

Indeed, nine of the 11 states with the biggest decline 

in the share of residents who delayed care because of 

cost concerns expanded Medicaid through the law 

and worked aggressively to enroll their residents in 

coverage, the report found.

These include California, where the percentage of 

Students work to perfect a cappella Christmas carols at Craig High School 
in Janesville.
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Report finds that Affordable Care Act  
helps people get needed medical care
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Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
From left, Carter Thomas, Ashley Partello and Morgan Stengel rehearse Christmas carols at Craig High School in 
Janesville. The three are among a group of 12 Craig students who will perform at the White House on Tuesday.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Parker’s Julia Hartwig attempts a layup during the 
first half of a Big Eight Conference game against 
Middleton on Friday at Parker High School. The 
Vikings fell behind in the game’s first half, and de-
spite an effort to rally in the second half, fell 58-53. 
Story, Page 1B.

Slow start dooms Parker girls


