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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 64 | Low 44  

Windy with  
periods of rain
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Trump surprised by pushback
President didn’t expect negative reaction  

to pick of Doral to host G-7 Summit. Page 7B

Alliant power plant 

nearly complete
Alliant Energy’s 730-megawatt 

power plant in the town of  

Beloit is 96% complete,  

according to company officials. 

Page 3A

A preview of the annual Fall Classic
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Associated Press
Green Bay quarterback Aaron Rodgers celebrates after Sunday’s game against the Oakland Raiders in Green Bay. The Pack-
ers won 42-24 and Rodgers threw for more than 400 yards and had five touchdown passes. He also scored a touchdown 
running. He finished the day with a perfect quarterback rating. Green Bay improved to 6-1 on the season. Story on Page 1B.

Aaron’s big day lifts Green Bay to win over Oakland

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Explanations of Wisconsin’s public 

school financing system usually fall into 

one of two categories: Gross simplification 

or an approach that Janesville School Dis-

trict Chief Financial Officer Dan McCrea 

described as “granular.”

The first is usually employed to make 

a political point, and the second would be 

interesting only at a convention of school 

business managers.

But with Janesville property values 

going up, and Janesville school enrollment 

doing down, it’s crucial for people to under-

stand how the system works and what it 

means for their schools and their pock-

etbooks.

The Janesville School Board is expected 

to approve the 2019-20 budget Tuesday 

night.

Step one: Understanding revenue limits
All of Wisconsin’s public schools, tech-

nical colleges, cities, towns and coun-

ties face revenue limits. The limits were 

imposed in 1993 in an effort to keep local 

property taxes in check.

At the most basic level, revenue lim-

its dictate how much revenue a school or 

municipality can generate through local 

property taxes.

But here’s the kicker: The amount of 

money technical colleges and municipal-

ities can generate through property taxes 

goes up when the property base expands 

through new construction.

That’s not how it works for public 

schools.

Step two: Counting kids
School funding is based on school 

“membership,” which is not exactly the 

same as enrollment.

McCrea refers to enrollment as the 

“belly button count:” Each child counts 

as one.

The membership method counts stu-

dents in preschool or 4-year-old kinder-

garten as 0.5 or 0.6, depending on the pro-

gram. Students in grades kindergarten to 

12 are counted as one.

Students are counted for membership 

purposes on the third Friday in September. 

Between September 2013 and September 

2018, the district’s membership dropped 

from 10,023 to 9,528. This fall, member-

ship was 9,637. The slight uptick was due to 

more children in kindergarten classes and 

an increase in open enrollment for other 

By Zeke Miller, Jill Colvin  

and Jonathan Lemire

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
For Mick Mulvaney, the 

hits just keep on coming.
First, President Don-

ald Trump’s acting chief of 
staff stirred up a tempest by 

acknowl-
e d g i n g 
that the 
a d m i n -
is trat ion 
had held 
up aid to 
U k r a i n e 
in part to 
prod that 

country to investigate 
Democrats and the 2016 
elections. Then Mulvaney 
went on television Sunday 
to defend his boss in effu-
sive terms—and ended up 
making a new problem-
atic comment.

Explaining why Trump 
had tried to steer an inter-
national summit to one of 
the president’s own prop-
erties before giving up on 
the idea, Mulvaney said 
Trump “still considers 
himself to be in the hospi-
tality business.” That did 
nothing to allay concerns 
that the president has 
used his office to enrich 
his business interests.

T h e  b o o ke n d e d 

performances over the 

span of a few days were 

panned by the president’s 

allies and cast doubt on 

Mulvaney’s job security at 

the White House.

Mulvaney denied on 

“Fox News Sunday” that 

there was any consider-

ation of his resignation, 

“Absolutely, positively 

not.”

At a press conference 

Thursday, Mulvaney tried 

to put a positive spin on 

Trump’s selection of his 

Doral, Florida, golf resort 

to host next year’s Group 

of Seven world summit. 

It was also an opportu-

nity for Mulvaney demon-

strate his ability to defend 

the president.

He struggled, in the 

process offering fresh 

fodder to critics of a pres-

ident already besieged by 

an impeachment inquiry.

Mulvaney asserted 

in the briefing that mil-

itary aid to Ukraine was 

delayed partly because 

Trump wanted officials 

there to look into a secu-

rity company hired by 

the Democratic National 

Committee that discov-

ered that Russian agents 

had broken into the com-

mittee’s network in 2016.

Calculating the impact: What school budget means for Janesville residents

Mulvaney’s  
missteps

Acting chief of staff ’s comments 
draw scrutiny from Trump allies

Mulvaney

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

In the wake of a Mil-

ton teen’s suicide, the Rock 

County Human Services 

Crisis Intervention Unit 

will update its policies and 

retrain staff in accordance 

with a plan of correction 

approved by the state.

The county was required 

to submit a plan of correc-

tion after the state Depart-

ment of Health Services 

Division of Quality Assur-

ance investigated how the 

department handled the 

case of a Milton teen who 

died by suicide. 

The plan was submitted 

to the state Sept. 24 and 

accepted Oct. 14, accord-

ing to an email from a state 

quality assurance analyst to 

Rock County Human Ser-

vices Director Kate Luster.

Family members of Cole 

Fuller, who died by sui-

cide April 4, believe Rock 

County officials failed to 

help Cole during the 45 days 

he was under county super-

vision for a Chapter 51 men-

tal health commitment.

Cole’s father, Jeff, filed 

a complaint with the state, 

hoping the county would be 

held accountable for failing 

his son.

The investigation identi-

fied four deficiencies in how 

Cole’s case was handled.

The changes proposed 

in the plan will be imple-

mented by Oct. 30, accord-

ing to the document.

The plan focuses on:

 � Actions to assure 

Following teen’s suicide, county  
will update crisis policies, training

Death list for Oct. 21, 
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The World Series begins Tuesday  

with the Houston Astros hosting  

the Washington Nationals in a  

matchup expected to feature two 

premier pitching staffs. Page 4B
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