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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Margaret R. Frye
•Judith Lynn Matheson
•David Stanley Meyer

•Nancy Joyce Revord
•Karen L. Seales
•James R. Singkofer

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 60 | Low 45  

Partly sunny, 
breezy and cooler

More on 7A

Brewers open postseason play

t Ryan Braun

kicks
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Food & Drink

Four Dishes discover an exceptional 

eating experience at Medusa Grill 

and Bistro in Lake Geneva. Page 6C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Jim Stewart was a boy 

when he first saw “Inherit the Wind,” 

but the experience had a lasting 

effect.

“It was one of the things that estab-

lished my love for theater,” said Stewart, a 

longtime fixture on Rock County stages. “It 

was one of the first plays I ever saw, and I 

have taken it with me throughout the rest 

of my life. It’s a 

great story, and 

it kind of drove 

me to research 

the actual 

story.”

Stewart 

takes his turn 

at directing 

one of his 

favorite plays 

when Stage 

One presents 

it beginning 

Friday, Oct. 12, 

at the Janesville 

Performing Arts 

Center. The 

show will be 

performed six 

times between 

then and Sun-

day, Oct. 21.

Written by Jerome Lawrence and Robert 

E. Lee in 1955, “Inherit the Wind” is loosely 

based on events surrounding the 1925 

Scopes Trial. In that case, Tennessee high 

school teacher John Scopes was accused 

of violating the state’s Butler Act, making 

it unlawful to teach human evolution in 

state-funded schools.

“One of the good things about the play is 

that it is well written and a clear synopsis 

of the original situation with that trial, but 

it’s not a docudrama,” Stewart said. 

You be 

the judge
 Æ Stage One tackles Scopes Trial story 

with production of ‘Inherit the Wind’

IF YOU GO

What: Stage One 

production of “Inherit 

the Wind”
When: 7:30 p.m. 

Fridays-Saturdays, Oct. 

12-13 and 19-20, and 

2 p.m. Sundays, Oct. 14 

and 21.
Where: Janesville 

Performing Arts 

Center, 408 S. Main St., 

Janesville.
Cost: $16 for adults 

and $10 for students.

For more infor-

mation: Call 608-758-

0297 or visit Janesville 

PAC.org.

Turn to ‘WIND’ on Page 5C

Spirit
Getting into the

Historical society expands scope of ‘Spirits in the Night’ program

Scare season
Rock County Historical 

Society expands its 

Halloween programs. 

kicks, inside

Milwaukee hosts 

Colorado in Game 1 

of the NLDS. Series 

preview on Page 3B

By Annysa Johnson

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Wisconsin voters will be asked to commit 

more than $1 billion in additional funding 

for their public schools in the November 

election.

More than $100 million of those refer-

endum requests are from eight districts in 

Rock and Walworth counties.

If the referendums pass at the rates seen 

in recent years, 2018 could be the highest 

year on record for dollars raised by school 

district referendums, according to a new 

report by the Wisconsin Policy Forum.

Four Rock County school districts are 

asking for $78 million Nov. 6.

Four Walworth County districts are ask-

ing for nearly $24 million.

Voters already approved about $648 

million in referendums for 48 of the state’s 

421 school districts this year, according to 

the report. Sixty-one districts will seek an 

additional $1.4 billion Nov. 6.

Referendums are increasing in size and 

numbers despite recent increases in state 

aid for schools and lawmakers’ attempts to 

rein in the ballot questions, according to 

the policy forum.

The findings come in the midst of a 

heated governor’s race in which K-12 edu-

cation—and how to pay for it—has emerged 

as a crucial issue.

Democratic candidate and Superinten-

dent of Public Instruction Tony Evers said 

Big money  
for schools 

at stake 
in election

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A dog from Janesville will grace the upcoming 

edition of People Magazine for his inspirational 
story—and his cuteness.

Rex, the reddish-tan colored dog originally 
from Texas with a congenital deformity that left 
him with underdeveloped front legs, was voted 
as a runner up, one of the top three dogs chosen 
in People Magazine’s World’s Cutest Rescue Dog 
contest.

Rex’s Janesville owner, JoLynn Burden, said 
Rex might not understand the concept of celebri-
ty or being a top dog chosen by judges at People 
Magazine and the pet food company Pedigree, but 
Rex has gotten a lot of attention in the past few 
months.

Rex has been in the running since this sum-
mer—one of three rescued dogs initially chosen 
by People readers as finalists out of a field of 
about 10,000 dog entrants in the contest.

The winners were announced by People on 

Wednesday morning via a segment on NBC morn-

ing news show TODAY.

Rex and his story will be featured in the up-

coming edition of People Magazine, which hits 

newsstands Friday, Burden said.

The dog that learned how to kangaroo hop on 

its hind legs with its stunted front legs and paws 

curled to its chest isn’t demanding any special 

treatment as a magazine celeb and national top 

dog.

Burden said Rex just wants love.

And treats.

“We’re probably going to give him a ‘puppuc-

cino.’ And he’ll probably get lots of extra hugs,” 

Burden said.

The contest, which the magazine runs to 

benefit and boost awareness of rescued dogs and 

the organizations that help them find homes, has 

special significance to Burden.

Burden is a volunteer with Paddy’s Paws, a dog 

A dog for ‘People’: Janesville pup runner-up in magazine’s cuteness contest

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janesville dog Rex jumps up to get a treat from owner JoLynn Burden while 
playing outside the family’s home last summer. Rex, a rescue dog with a 
congenital deformity that affects its front legs, was voted as runner-up for 
People Magazine’s national World’s Cutest Rescue Dog contest.

Districts statewide asking  
taxpayers for $1.4 billion 

through referendums

Turn to MONEY on Page 7A

Turn to REX on Page 6A

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Nicole Shipler says she was a “good 

addict.”

She found heroin at 28 years old and 

was addicted before she knew it.

“I was on the verge of losing my free-

dom. I was miserable,” Shipler said. 

“There were times I wish I would over-

dose and be done with it. … It’s just a 

vicious cycle.”

Now, Shipler, 33, has been sober for 

a year. She’ll be in court next week to 

regain custody of two of her daughters—

ages 7 and 8—and for the 

first time, all three of her 

daughters will be togeth-

er.

Shipler said a year ago, 

she couldn’t have imag-

ined sharing her story. 

But Wednesday night, 

she detailed her experi-

ence for about 180 people 

at the third annual Rock 

for Recovery event.

The event, which took place at the 

Craig Center on the Rock County 4-H 

Fairgrounds, was sponsored by the Rock 

County Human Services Department 

and the Rock County Rx Drug Abuse and 

Heroin Task Force.

Erin Davis, director for Janesville Mo-

bilizing 4 Change, said Rock for Recovery 

is one of the bigger outreach events of the 

year. She said it introduces individuals 

struggling with addiction to treatment 

providers and other resources.

Groups such as the Rock County Trau-

ma Task Force, HealthNet of Rock Coun-

ty and the Beloit Comprehensive Treat-

ment Center had booths at the event. 

Davis said about 60 people signed up 

for a walk before the event.

Shipler was among four keynote 

‘You can recover’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Sara Roth, center, listens between friends Shayla Pusakulish, left, and Angela Bonilla, as a poem is read during a candlelight vigil to 
mark the end of the Rock for Recovery program held at the Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds in Janesville on Wednesday night. The event 
showcased a wide variety of community resources focused on opioid prevention, treatment and recovery support.

Shipler

Rock for Recovery event  
promotes resources  

for addiction treatment

Turn to RECOVER on Page 7A
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