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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 56 | Low 39  
Breezy; a passing 
morning shower

More on 9A

Bill passes, but ...
GOP lawmakers passed 

a bill Tuesday that would 

give them final say over 

federal pandemic relief 

funds, but Gov. Tony Evers 

is sure to veto it. Page 2A

Quality service
Janesville Craig notched  

17 aces in a three-set 

sweep of Janesville  

Parker in a nonconference 

volleyball match Tuesday 

night at Craig. Page 1B
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........5 +1 14,641
Deaths ........0 0 164
 Total Change
Hosp. .....4 (March 19) +2 (from March 12)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 23%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

W
hen Paola Del-
gado was in middle 
school, she decided 

to have a life-changing conver-

sation with her mother.

Delgado, then around age 

13, came out as a member of 

the LGBTQ community.

“That didn’t run by her so 

well,” Delgado said of the con-

versation. “We just had a lot 

of fights, and even when I was 

younger, we just fought a lot. 

And one day, I was like, ‘Yeah, 

I’m done.’

“I have four other siblings 

who I kind of wanted to set an 

example for.”

Delgado, a 19-year-old 

from Beloit, is the first recipi-

ent of the IDEAL Scholarship 

through the Blackhawk Tech-

nical College Foundation and 

was honored Tuesday at the 

college.

Her mother worked third 

shift, meaning Delgado 

often had to get her four sib-

lings ready for school and 

A chance to advance

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Paola Delgado, 19, of Beloit is the first recipient of the new IDEAL Scholarship presented by the Blackhawk Technical College Foundation. It 
gives Delgado tuition, a stipend for living expenses, an educational mentor and a paid internship. She is interning as a community service 
officer for the Janesville Police Department.

Paola Delgado, who is the first to receive the Blackhawk Technical 
College Foundation’s IDEAL Scholarship, addresses a small crowd 
gathered for an informational session on the scholarship Tuesday 
at the college.

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

MILTON

Six candidates are running to fill 

four seats on the Milton School Board 

on April 6.

The candidates are incumbents 

David Holterman 

and Joe Martin, 

appointee Jen-

nifer Johns and 

newcomers Les-

lie Hubert, Sherri 

Shaw and Jay 

Williams.

Adams Pub-

lishing Group 

asked them these 

questions. Answers are edited for 

brevity.

Q: Why are you running for school 
board?

Holterman: “My wife and I live 

and work in the community, and we 

deeply care about the education of 

our district’s children. The adminis-

tration, the staff and the board were 

faced with extraordinary challenges 

during the past year, and I believe we 

made thoughtful and forward-think-

ing decisions during this time. Over-

all, Milton is a ‘district of choice,’ and 

I want to do my part to help it remain 

successful.”

Hubert: “I’m running because, as a 

citizen who is knowledgeable in how 

education is supposed to function, I 

feel a growing disconnect between 

the school board and the community 

it is supposed to represent. I want 

MILTON SCHOOL BOARD

Election  
to fill  

four seats 
nears
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SAN RAMON, CALIF.

Millions of U.S. households are fac-

ing heavy past-due utility bills, which 

have escalated in the year since the 

pandemic forced Americans hunkered 

down at home to consume more power.

And now government moratori-

ums that for months had barred utili-

ties from turning off the power of their 

delinquent customers are starting to 

expire in most states. As result, up to 

37 million customers—representing 

nearly one-third of all households—

will soon have to reckon with their 

overdue power bills at a time when 

many of them are struggling with lost 

jobs or income.

A study done by Arcadia, which 

runs a service that helps households 

lower utility bills, found that the aver-

age past-due amount by those in its net-

work was roughly $850.

The crisis has emerged as one of 

the repercussions of the recession that 

was touched off by the viral pandemic. 

As moratoriums end, many households face overdue utility bills
Past-due bills could total 

$27 billion, group estimates

Mikel Haye poses for a 
portrait Friday on his 
stoop in the Brooklyn bor-
ough of New York City. 
Haye lost all three of his 
part-time jobs shortly 
after the pandemic struck, 
leaving him to scramble to 
pay the bills on the apart-
ment he shares with his 
unemployed mother and 
two brothers. At one point, 
the family had a past-due 
utility balance of $500.

Associated Press

After tumultuous high school years,  
Beloit woman earns BTC scholarship

Two incumbent members 
among voters’ options

RELATED
• More races: 

Learn more about other 
races in The Gazette’s 
coverage area, including 
for Whitewater School 
Board and Edgerton City 
Council./3A, 8A
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