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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 89 | Low 69  

Mostly cloudy,  
a t-storm; humid

More on 7A

Quake hits California
Millions of people in Southern 

California felt a 6.4 magnitude 

earthquake centered in the 

Mojave Desert on Thursday. 

Page 6B

Another shutout
For the second straight game, the 

Milwaukee Brewers failed to score 

against the Cincinnati Reds and 

lost 1-0 Thursday. Page 1B
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‘Financial or clinical’ data not 
part of breach, provider says

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Mercyhealth announced Wednesday 

that some of its patients’ personal infor-
mation might have been compromised 
last fall.

There is no evidence anyone’s infor-

mation was misused, but an email secu-

rity breach at a company that worked for 

Mercyhealth was discovered in December, 

according to a news release issued by Mer-

cyhealth late Wednesday afternoon.

The company, OS Inc., had the informa-

tion because it updated addresses of Medi-

care beneficiaries for Mercyhealth in 2015 

and has handled Mercyhealth’s billing for 

dialysis services, the release states.

“The types of information potentially 

impacted by the incident did not include 
financial or clinical information. However, 
OS will be directly notifying potentially 

affected patients,” according to the release.

The information that might have been 

accessed includes names, dates of birth, 

dates of service, patient identification 

numbers, Social Security numbers in the 

form of an insurance identification num-

ber and, for a limited number of people, 

medical record numbers, the release states.

The release does not say how many 

people’s information was exposed. Mer-

cyhealth officials were not immediately 

Mercyhealth reports email breach that might have exposed patient info
FOR HELP

OS Inc. will provide additional informa-
tion on its security breach of Mercyhealth 
patient information through its confiden-
tial, toll-free inquiry line, 800-273-7604, 
between 8 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Governor’s changes steer 
millions toward schools

By Patrick Marley and Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Gov. Tony Evers thwarted Repub-

licans with a series of budget vetoes 
Wednesday that steered an additional 
$65 million toward schools, canceled 
plans for a new prison and restored 
state funding for Milwaukee’s child 
welfare system.

In acting on his first state budget, 
the Democratic governor also scaled 
back funding to enforce drug testing 
and work requirements in the state’s 
food assistance program. Evers also 
eliminated a budget provision aimed at 
appeasing a GOP lawmaker that would 
have allowed Tesla to sell its electric 
vehicles directly to consumers.

Evers kept an income tax cut for the 
middle class that both he and Republi-
cans wanted but wiped out GOP plans 
to lower vehicle registration fees for 
some truck owners. Evers retained 
Republican plans to raise other vehi-
cle fees.

In all, Evers’ 78 vetoes were a 
reminder that Wisconsin gives its gov-
ernors some of the most sweeping exec-
utive powers in the country and gives 
them the upper hand in budget negoti-
ations. Wisconsin governors can strike 
out words and numbers, allowing them 
to structure parts of the state’s spend-
ing plans in ways lawmakers did not 
intend.

In a 65-page veto message, Evers 
wrote that he strongly considered veto-
ing the entire budget because he did not 
think Republicans allocated enough 
money for schools. He decided against 
that option because he had pledged he 
“would put politics aside to get things 

Evers  
deploys  
 budget 
vetoes

Turn to BUDGET on Page 7A

Turn to BREACH on Page 6A

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

BELOIT

They served in tanks.

They survived the Tet 

Offensive.

They signed up to do their 

duty.

But when they returned 

home, people treated them 

poorly, and few back in the 

States ever said, “Thank you 

and welcome home.”

On Thursday, Vietnam-era 

veterans and Gold Star fami-

lies who lost loved ones in the 

war were honored at the Inde-

pendence Day celebration at 

Beloit’s Riverside Park. The 

Beloit Janesville Symphony 

Orchestra played patriotic 

favorites as the veterans 

walked on stage to receive 

medallions that said “Wel-

come home, thank you for 

your service to our nation.”

For many veterans, it was 

about time.

Jim Wilson enlisted in the 

U.S. Army and served in com-

munications from 1971-72.

“We came home and got 

an unwelcome ceremony at 

O’Hare Airport,” Wilson said.

The hallways were lined 

with protesters shouting and 

swearing at him, he said.

“It was brutal,” Wilson said. 

“We had to walk all the way 

from the airplane through all 

those protesters all the way 

A warm welcome: Vietnam vets feted in Beloit

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Vietnam veterans walk through a receiving line Thursday as they 
are given medals honoring their service during a special ‘Welcome 
Home’ Fourth of July event for Vietnam-era vets and Gold Star fam-
ilies who lost loved ones in the war in Beloit.Turn to WELCOME on Page 6A

MORE FOURTH  

OF JULY COVERAGE
• Summer school parade: 

Elementary schoolers participate in 
Fourth of July celebration./3A

• President Trump’s 
salute: The president joined the 
Fourth of July celebrations in Wash-
ington, D.C., with a speech at the Lin-
coln Memorial./6B

Top: In this in-camera 
multiple exposure, peo-
ple watch Janesville’s 
fireworks display from 
Traxler Park to cap the 
annual Independence 
Day on the Rock free 
holiday display Thurs-
day. 
Bottom: In another 
in-camera multi-
ple exposure, Colin 
Salzman, front, and 
Blake Wanless turn to 
watch the start of Thurs-
day’s fireworks display 
above Traxler Park in 
Janesville.

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com
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