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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Catherine Ann DeVries
•Iona Marie Edwards
•Adella B. Kopplin
•Diana L. Lawson
•Robert “Bob” Parker
•Robert Woller

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 40 | Low 26  

Breezy in the 
morning; clearing

More on 7A
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
When underage teens have sex, they 

can be charged with sexual assault of a 
child under Wisconsin statutes.

But the Rock County District Attor-
ney’s Office doesn’t charge anyone in 
such cases unless the sex was coerced, 
Assistant District Attorney Scott Dirks 
said Thursday in Rock County Court.

“The 15-year-old boyfriend and girl-
friend having sex in the back seat of a 
car—we as adults might appreciate that 
that might not be a very good idea—
but unless there’s an element of coer-
cion, unless there’s a great age dispar-
ity between the two teenagers, we don’t 
charge people with a crime for doing 
that,” Dirks said.

Dirks was speaking at the sentencing 
of Zackary Russell, who was 16 when he 
sexually assaulted two 14-year-old girls 
he knew.

He was dating one of the girls when 
he forced sex on her in an office at Craig 

High School, according to the criminal 

complaint.

In a second assault, he had stopped 

seeing the same girl but went to her 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

It could have been any local cop who 

spotted the armed robber who had held a 

half-dozen gas stations at gunpoint during 

the last weeks of October 2019.

But Matthew Zimborski was the one 

cop who helped area police connect the 

string of robberies and arrest a desper-

ate, drug-addicted man who held up two 

Janesville gas stations and robbed four 

others in Beloit, Milton and Fort Atkin-

son.

The man’s arrest earned Zimborski 

the Janesville Police Department’s Merito-
rious Service Citation for superior officer 
intelligence and service above the call of 

duty. The 31-year-old offi-
cer was one of seven Janes-
ville police officers and 
six citizens who earned 
annual service awards 
Thursday night at Rotary 
Botanical Gardens.

On Oct. 30, 2019, Zim-
borski saw similarities 
between the Janesville 
robberies and another 

holdup he learned of in Beloit. He thought 
the crimes were linked. Zimborski called 
Beloit officers he knew from years as a 

town of Beloit officer and got the only pho-
tos police had that showed the Beloit sus-
pect’s face and vehicle.

Zimborski’s efforts helped Janesville 
police set up a multipatrol undercover 
robbery surveillance, which Zimborski 
was assigned to.

While staked out at an east-side gas sta-
tion, Zimborski saw a vehicle pull in that 
matched the car in the Beloit photos. He 
worked with another officer to approach 
the driver and search the vehicle.

Police recovered a handgun and cloth-
ing used in robberies. The man later con-
fessed that he had committed the six local 
robberies. Police believe the man would 
have committed more to support his drug 

habit.

Zimborski, a seven-year veteran officer 

spoke humbly about the case in an inter-

view with The Gazette, saying he was “in 

the right place, right time and able to get 

lucky, I guess.”

“I’m just doing my job,” he said. “I think 

our department did a good job respond-

ing to the information with having the 

extra patrols at the right place.”

Here’s a look at the awards issued to 

Janesville police and citizens Thursday. 

Among them were two service citations 

that involved police preventing violent 

crimes involving people armed with guns.

By Evan Halper and Janet Hook

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

If there is one thing essential for Demo-

crats as they look toward taking on President 

Donald Trump in November, it is a nominee 

who can drive strong, perhaps historic, turn-

out, either by reassembling the coalition that 

twice elected Barack Obama or by mobilizing 

masses of new voters.

Yet the party is now barreling toward its 

nominating convention with the race mostly 

whittled down to two candidates in their late 

70s who both have big weaknesses in reach-

ing beyond their respective bases.

Bernie Sanders and Joe Biden will face 

a crucial test in the remaining states in the 

Democratic primary, where both will have to 

recalibrate—and to some extent rebrand—to 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Middle schooler Brodey Gilbertson watches his line while fishing with friends just below the dam in Lake Leota Park in Evansville 
after school Thursday. The city of Evansville has decided to apply for state funding to help pay for repairs at the dam. A story on the 
city’s decision is on Page 3A.

School lets out and the line goes in

Teen sentenced to jail, probation in sex assault case
Zackary Russell,  
center, wipes away 
tears during his  
sentencing Thursday 
in Rock County Court. 
Russell pleaded guilty 
to three counts of 
sexual assault of a 
child under 16 and 
was sentenced to four 
years of probation 
with the first to be 
spent in jail.

Angela Major/amajor 
@gazettextra.com

Multiple victims involved

Turn to ASSAULT on Page 6A

Limited  
appeal?
In a general election, Biden  

and Sanders could suffer  
from holes in their coalitions

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

Tribune News Service photos
Joe Biden, left, and Bernie Sanders have by 
far collected the most Democratic delegates 
through the party’s primary process so far. 
A third candidate, U.S. Rep. Tulsi Gabbard of 
Hawaii, remains in the race but is far behind in 
delegates and in polling.

Turn to APPEAL on Page 7A

Tops among cops: Janesville police earn annual service awards

Zimborski

Turn to AWARDS on Page 7A

Ship quarantined
A ship sailing from Hawaii 
is being held off the coast 
of San Francisco as several 
passengers are exhibiting 
symptoms of COVID-19. 
Page 6B

Road repairs
Rock and Walworth  
counties will receive a 
combined total of more 
than $4 million from the 
state for transportation 
projects. Page 3A

Eliminated
Janesville Craig’s girls basketball 
team couldn’t overcome 26 
points and 17 rebounds from 
Middleton’s Sitori Tanin in a 
62-55 sectional semifinal loss 
Thursday night in Beloit. Page 1B
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