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By Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The U.S. Senate opened the impeach-

ment trial of President Donald Trump 

with quiet ceremony Thursday—senators 

standing at their desks to swear an oath of 

“impartial justice” as jurors, House pros-

ecutors formally reciting the charges and 

Chief Justice John Roberts presiding.

The trial, only the third such undertak-

ing in American history, is unfolding at the 

start of the election year, a time of deep 

political division in the nation. Four of the 

senators sitting in judgment on Trump are 

Impeachment trial convenes

Tribune News Service
The Democratic representatives tasked with presenting the House’s articles of impeach-
ment to the Senate trial of President Donald Trump walk through the Capitol rotunda toward 
the Senate chamber before the start of the impeachment trial Thursday.

By Andrew Taylor and Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The White House violated federal law in 

withholding security assistance to Ukraine, 

an action at the center of President Donald 

Trump’s impeachment, a federal watchdog 

agency said Thursday.

The Government Accountability Office 

said in a report that the Office of Manage-

ment and Budget broke the law in hold-

ing up the aid, which Congress passed less 

than a year ago, saying “the President is not 

vested with the power to ignore or amend 

any such duly enacted law.”

The aid in question was held up last 

Watchdog: White House  
violated law when officials 

froze military aid to Ukraine

Solemn proceedings  
begin as senators  

take oath of impartiality

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

After 13 years in a ware-

house and showroom space 

on North Parker Drive in 

Janesville, office products 

supplier OfficePro is mov-

ing to Beloit.

Jamin Arn, owner of 

OfficePro, said the office 

furniture and equipment 

supplier is leaving its 

30,000-square-foot digs in 

Janesville and moving to 

the former Staples store in 

Beloit near the Interstate 

90/39 and Interstate 43 
interchange.

Arn said the move is 
expected to be made this 
spring. OfficePro bought 
the vacant, 24,000-square-
foot former Staples prop-
erty at 1810 Sutler Ave. in 
Beloit last week.

OfficePro has leased its 
Janesville facility at 615 N. 
Parker Drive since 2007. 
The company is built on fast 
delivery of new and used 
office furniture, cleaning 
chemicals, and other prod-
ucts.

Arn said the main moti-
vation for the move is to 
put OfficePro’s distribu-
tion operations closer to the 
Interstate highways.

“We service the whole 

Interstate access 
attracts OfficePro  
to Beloit location

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
OfficePro is relocating and merging its Janesville and Elkhorn 
locations to the former Staples retail building at 1810 Sut-
ler Road, Beloit. OfficePro has occupied its Janesville loca-
tion since 2007.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

D
orothy “Dottie” Reitzel has 
never let crippling arthritis 
slow her down.

Reitzel used to be in an electric 

scooter because of the condition 

diagnosed when she was 27. She 

has metal plates and screws in her 

feet and has had surgery on her 

hands.

“You’ve got to keep going. You 

can’t sit down and feel sorry for 

yourself,” she said.

Reitzel wanted to help others in 

similar situations, so in 2011 she 

began volunteering with the Rock 

County Nutrition Program, bring-

ing meals to residents who could 

use the extra help.

She was celebrated at KANDU 

Industries for her dedication 

Thursday, her final day as a 

volunteer. Reitzel was presented 

with flowers, cards, speeches and 

a poem.

Rod Oksuita is the food service 

director with Best Events, which 

operates with the county program 

and KANDU. He said Thursday the 

organization is losing a big piece.

“Dottie is the absolute best of 

what people can be,” Oksuita said.

Thursday’s surprise brought 

tears to Reitzel’s eyes.

“It meant a lot to me because 

I feel like I’m appreciated. These 

people, I walk in every day and I 

A valued volunteer

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Dottie Reitzel, 74, left, and nutrition program supervisor Linda Hardie share a smile as Hardie reads a poem aloud during 
a surprise retirement party for Reitzel at KANDU Industries in Janesville on Thursday. Reitzel had worked as a volunteer 
since 2011, and her last day was Thursday.

County surprises  
Dottie Reitzel  

with retirement party

Janesville company 
will fill formerly  
vacant storefront
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Private schools 

get court win
State will change policy 

to allow online courses to 

count toward instructional 

time, the same as public 

schools. Page 2A

Count on chaos
Interviews with lawyers,

interpreters and  

defendants reveal the 

near-constant turmoil 

of the US immigration 

court system. Page 7B

Raining buckets
Milton’s boys basketball 

team outpaced rival  

Monroe for a 97-84 win in 

which Jack Campion (right) 

scored 39 points. Page 1B
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